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ing, that the Know- 
— ledge of a God, as well 
as . other ſelſ- evident and un- 
conteſted Notions, is born with 
us, and Exiſts antecedent to any 
Perception or Operation of the 
Mind. They expreſs themſelves 
on this Subject in Metaphorical 
Terms, altogether unbecoming 
Philoſophical and Judicious En- 
quiries, while they aſſert, that the 
Roowiedge of 1 God is inter wo- 


ven 
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ven. with our Conſtitution, that 
tis Written, Engraven, Stampt 
, and Imprinted in clear and diſcerna- 


ble Characters on the Heart, in 
which manner of Speech they af- 
fect to follow the great Orator of 
the Romans. 13 | 

By theſe unartful Phraſes they 
can mean nothing but this, that 
the Propoſition There is a Cod, is 
actually Exiſtent in the?Mind, as 
ſoon as the Mind has its Being; 
and is not at firſt acquir'd, tho? it 
may be afterwards confirm'd, by 
any Act of Reaſon, by any Argu- 
ment or Demonſtration. I muſſ 
confeſs my Inability to conceive 
this inbred Knowledge, theſe O- 
riginal independent Ideas, that owe 


not their 3 to the Operation 


of the Underſtanding, but are, I 
know not how, Congenite and Co- 

exiſtent with it. 
For how a Man can be ſaid to 
have Knowledge before he „ 
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how Ideas can exiſt in the Mind 
without and before Perception, I 
muſt own is too difficult for me 


to comprehend. That a Man is 
born with a Faculty or Capacity 


to know, tho' as yet without any 


Knowledge; and that, as the Eye 
has a Native Diſpoſition and Apti- 


tude to perceive the Light, when 
fitly offer'd, tho' as yet it never 
eXercis'd any act of Viſion, and had 
no innate Images in the Womb, 
ſo the Mind is endu'd with a Pow- 
er and Faculty to know and per- 
ceive the Truth of this Propoſiti- 
on, There is a God, as ſoon as it 
ſhall be repreſented to it; All this 
is clear and intelligible z. but any 


thing more is, as J have ſaid, a- 


bove my reach. In this Opinion, 


which I had many Years ago en- 
tertain'd, I was afterwards con- 
firm'd by the famous Author of 


the Eſſay of human Underſtanding. 
Nor can I ſee, that by this Do- 
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rine the Argument for the Exi- 
ſtence of a Deity, drawn from the 


general Aſſent of all Nations, ex- 


cepting perhaps ſome few, Who 


are ſo Barbarous, that they ap- 
proach very near the condit ion of 


Brute Animals, is at all invalidated. 


For ſuppoſing there is no inbred 
Knowledge of a God, yet if Man- 
Lind generally aſſent to it, whe- 
ther their Belief proceeds from 
their Reflection on themſelves, 
or on the viſible Creation about 
them, it will be certainly true, that 
the Exiſtence of a Deity carries 
with it the cleareſt and moſt un- 
controulable Evidence ;fince Man- 
kind fo readily and ſo univerſally 
perceive. and embrace it. It de» 
ferves Conſideration, that St. Paul 
upon this Argument does not ap- 


peal to the Light within, or to 


any Characters of the Divine Be- 
ing originally engraven on the 


the 
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Heart, but deduces the Cauſe from 
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the Effect, and from the Creation e 
infers the Creator. 
Tis very probable that thoſe t 
-who believe an innate Idea ot a 
Divine _—_ unproduced by any 
Operation of the Mind, were led 
ra chis to another Opinion, name- 
ly, that there never was in 
World a real Atheiſt in Belief and 
Speculation, how many ſoever there 
may have been in Life and Pra- 
ctice. But upon due Examination, 
this Opinion, I imagine, will not 
abide the Teft, which I ſhall e. 
agar to make evident. cf 
But before I enter upon this | 
Subje&, it ſeems proper to take 
Notice of the Apology, which ſe- 
veral Perſons of great Learning and 
Candour have made for many fa- 
mous Men, and greatPhiloſopherd : 
unjuſtly accus d of Impiety. 
| Wihbover ſhall ſet about do mend 
the World, and reform Mens No- 
tions, as well as their Manners, 
1 A 4 will 
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will certainly be the Mark of much 
Scandal and Reproach; and will 
effectually be convinced that tis 
too poſſible, that the greateſt Lovers 
and Benefactors of Mankind, may 
be repreſented by the Multitude, 
Whole Opinions they contradict, as 
the worſt of Men. The hardy Un- 


dertakers, who expreſs their Zeal 


to rectifie the Sentiments of a pre- 
judic'd People in Matters of Reli- 
gion, who labour to ſtem the Tide 
of popular Error, and ſtrike at the 
Foundations of any Ancient, Eſta» 
bliſh'd Superſtition, muſt them» 
ſelves expect to be treated as prag- 
matical and inſolent Innovators, 
Diſturbers of the publick Peace, 
and the great Enemies of Religion, 
The Obſervation of all Ages con- 
firms this Truth; and if any Man 
who is doubtful of it would try 
the Experiment, I make no queſti- 


on he will very ſoon be thorough- 
ly convinc'd. 2 
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"Tis no. wonder therefore, that 
Anaxagoras, tho' he was the firſt 
Philoſopher who plainly aſſerted 
an Eternal Mind, by whoſe Power 
the World was made, for oppo- 
ſing the publick Worſhip of A- 
thens, whoſe refin'd Wits were 
plung'd in the moſt ſenſeleſs Idola- 
try, and particularly for denying 
the Divinity of the Sun, ſhould be 
condemn'd for Irreligion, and Trea- 
ſon againſt the Gods; and be hea- 
vily fin'd and banyh'd the City. 
Tis not ſtrange, after ſo ſharp a 
Perſecution of this zealous Reform- 
er, that Socrates, the next Succeſ- 
for but one to Anaxagoras, and the 
laſt of the Ionic School, for oppo- 
fing their ſcandalous Rabble of Dei- 
ties, and aſſerting one Divine Being, 
thould be condemn'd for Atheiſm, 
and put to Death by blind Su- 
perſtition and implacable Bigottry. 
Some have been condemn'd by 
their Antagoniſts for Impiery, who 
oy A y main- 
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maintain Poſitions, which thoſe: 
from whom they diſſent, imagine 
have a Tendency to the Disbelief 
of a Deity. But this is a manifeſt 
Violation of Juſtice, as well as Can- 
dour, to impute to any Man the 
remote Conſequences of his Opi- 
nion, which he himſelf diſclaims 
and deteſts; and who, if he ſaw the 
Connexion of his Principles with: 
fuch Concluſions, would readily 
renounce them. No Man can be 
reaſonably charg'd with more, Qpi- 
nions than he owns; And if chis 
Juſtice were obſery'd in Polemical 
Diſcourſes, as well of Theology as 
Philoſophy, many Perſons had e- 
fcap'd thoſe hard Names, and ter: 
rible Cenſures, which their angry 
Antagoniſts have thought fit to fix 
upon them. No One therefore is 


to be reputed an Atheiſt, or an 


Enemy to Religion, upon the ac- 
gount. of any. erroneous: Opinion, 
fram which Another may by 200g, 
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Chain of Sequels draw that Con- 
cluſion; much lefs for holding a- 
ny Doctrines in Philoſophy, which 
the common People are not able 
to examine or comprehend, who, - 
when they meddle with Specula- 
tions, of which they are unqualt- 
fy'd to judge, will be as apt to cen- 
fire a Philoſopher for an Atheiſt, 
as an Aſtronomer for a Magician 

I would fain too in this place 
make fome Apology for the great 
Numbers of looſe and vicious Men, 
who laugh at Religion, and ſeem 
in their Converſation to diſclaim 
the Belief of a Deity. I do not 
mean an Apology for their Pra- 
ctice, but their Opinion. I hope 
theſe unhappy Perſons, at leaſt the 
greateſt part, who have given up 

che Reins to their Paſſions and ex- 
orbitant Appetites, are, rather than 
Atheiſts, a careleſs and ſtupid; fort 
of Creatpres, who either out of a 
ſupine Temper, or for fear of be- 


ing. 
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ing difturb'd with Remorſe in their 


unwarrantable Enjoyments, never 


foberly conſider with themſelves, 
or exerciſe their Reaſon on things 


of the higheſt Importance. Thele 


Perſons never examine the Argu- 
ments that enforce the Belief of a 


| Deity, and the Obligations of Re- 


ligion: But take the Word of their 


ingenious Friends, or ſome Athe- 


iſtical Pretender to Philoſophy, 


who aſſures them there is no God, 


and therefore no Religion. And not- 


withſtanding all Atheiſts have leave 
given them by their Principles to 


me Libertines, yet it is not 
true that all Libertines are Atheiſts. 
Some plainly aſſert their Belief of 
a God, and others, who deny his 


Exiſtence, yet do not deny it up- 
on any Principles, any Scheme of 


Philoſophy which they have fram'd, 
and by which they account for 
the Exiſtence and Duration of the 
World, in the beautiful Order in 

B - which 


OY G Derr gn ty mon 4 


a A 


The PREFACE i 


which we ſee it, without the Aid 
of a Divine Eternal Mind. 

But there are tWo ſorts of Men, 
who without Injuſtice have been 
call'd Atheiſts; thoſe who frankly 
and in plain Terms have deny'd the 
Being of aGod 3 and thoſe, who tho 
they aſſerted his Being, deny'd thoſe 
Attributes and Perfections, which 
the Idea of a God includes; and ſo 
while they acknowledged the 


Name, ſubverted the Thing. Theſe | : 


are as real Atheiſts, as the former, 
but leſs fincere. If any Man fhould 
declare he believes a Deity, but af- 
firms that this Deity is of human 
Shape, and not Eternal; That he de- 
rives his Being from the fortuitous 


Concourſe and Complication of A- 


toms; or though he allowed him to 


be Eternal, ſhould maintain, that he 
ſhow'd no Wiſdom, Deſign or Pru- 
dence in the Formation, and no 
Care or Providence in the Govern- 
ment of the World; That he ne- 
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ver reflects on any thing Exterior 
to his own Being, nor intereſts him- 
ſelf in human Affairs; Does not 
know, or does not attend to an 

of our Actions: Such a Perſon is 
indeed, and in Effect, as much an 
Atheiſt as the former. For tho” 
he owns rhe Appellation, yet his 
Deſcription is deſtructive of the 
Idea of a God. I do not affirm, 
that the Idea of a God impliesthe 


; Relation of a Creator But fince 


in the Demonſtration of the, Ex- 
iſtence of a God we argue from 
the Effect to the Cauſe, and 


eeed from the Contemplation of 


the Creature to the Knowledge of 
the Creator, tis evident we can- 

not know there is à Gd, but we 
muſt know him to be the Maker, 
and if the Maker, then the Go- 
vernor and Benefacter of the World. 
_— there be a Gol: whot is en- 
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with the Direction and Gevern- 
ment of the World, is altegether 
indifferent, whether we worſhip 
or affront him, and is neither pleas'd 
nor diſpleas'd with any of our A- 
ctions; he would certainly to us be 
the ſame as no God. Phe Log in 
the Fable would be ther as 
venerable a Deity; for if he has no 
Concern with us, tis plain we have 
none with him: H we are not ſub - 
ject to any Laws he has made for 
us, we can never be Obedient or 


Diſobedient, nor can we need For- 
giveneſs, or expect Reward.” If 


we are not the Subjects of his Care 
and Protection, we can owe him 
no Love or Gratitude; if he ei- 
ther does not hear, or difregards- 
our Prayers, how impertinend is it 
to build Temples, and to Worſhip 
at his Altars? In my Opiaias eh 

Notions of a Deity, which lay the 
Ax to tlie Roor ef all Religion, 
and make all the Expreſſions * — 
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idle and ridiculous; which 18 
the Diſtinction of Good and Bad, 
all Morality of our Actions, and 
remove all the Grounds and Rea- 
ſons of fear of Puniſhment, and 


hope of Reward, will juſtly deno- 


minate a Man an Atheiſt, tho' he 
ever ſo much diſclaims that igno- 
minious Title. 84 34 

Tales the Founder of the Ionic 
School, and the Philoſophers who 
ſucceeded him, Anaximander, A. 
naximenes, Diogenes Apollionates, A. 
naxagoras and: Archelans, are cen- 
ſur'd by Ariſtotle as Disbelievers of 
a Deity; the Reaſon he gives is, 
that theſe Philoſophers, in treating 
of the Principles of the World, ne- 
ver introduce the Deity, as the Ef- 
ficient Cauſe. But if it be conſi- 
der'd, that Natural Science was 
then in its Infancy, and that thoſe 
Primitive Philoſophers only under- 
took to account for the material 


Principle, out of which the World 
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was made, which one aſſerted to 
be Water, one Fire, another Air; 
tho? this may prove that they form'd 
but a lame and -unfiniſh'd Scheme 
of Philoſophy, yet it does not e- 
vince, that they deny'd the Being 
of a God, or that they did not be- 
lieve him to be the Efficient Cauſe 
of all Things. -*Tis indeed a con- 
vincing Evidence that their Phi- 
loſophy was imperfect, as at firſt it 
might well be; but from their Si- 
lence or Omiſſion of him in their 
Syſtems, when they defign'd to 
treat only of the material Cauſes 
of Things, tis unreaſonable to af- 
firm, that they deny'd his Being: 
and 'tis certain Anaxagoras taught, 
that beſides Matter, it was abſolute- 
ly neceſſary to aſſert a Divine Mind, 
the Contriver and Maker of the 
World; and for this Religious Prin- 
ciple, as was ſaid before, he was 
at Athens an Illuſtrious Confeſſor. 


After 


" — 
——— ar — cccus — — 
1 —— A oa — 


——— 


: —— LS gp 
* & 4 
< — — — 
a N 2 
- uu 
2 
＋ 


— — — — _ 2 — of - hs 
- Oe EEE — — oe wo - 
— * yy * 5 1 N 1 
0 , 
- 


avi We PREFACE. 
After the Death of Scnater, the 


| Jinic Sdbacl Was ſoon divided into 
various Scëts and Phi 


ä ical Par- 
ties: Of the Gyrexaic Schocdll, Theo- 
Aorus and MDion Boriſthenites, were 
reputed Axheiſts, Oontemners of 
the Gods, and Deriders of Re- 
ligion. Vet ſince it does not ap- 
Pear, that they had form d any Im- 
Pious Scheme of Philoſophy, or 
maintain d their D by any 
pretended Principles of Reaſon, it 
is not — that theſe Men 
were rather abandon' d Libertines, 
without Conſideration and Refle- 
-Qtion, than Speculative and Philo- 
Gophical Atheiſts. 
The Halic School, to its great 
Diſhonour, Was _ fertile in Im- 
iety, and produc'd a greater num- 
Pers theſe Irrcligious Philoſophers 
The :iMafters., Who ſucceeded 
their famous Founder Pythagoras, 
foon degenerated from his noble 
and Pious Principles, and not only 
2A COr= 
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corrupted the Purity of his Do- 
ctrine, but became downright Apo- 
ttates, renouncing the Belief of a 
God, and ſubverting the Founta- 
tions of Religion. Leucippus,' De- 
mocritus, Diagoras and Protagoras 
were juſtly reckon'd in this Rank; 
who afferred, that the World was 
made by the Caſuab Combination 
of Atoms, without any Aſſiſtamee 
or Direction of a Divine Mind! 
They taught cheir Followers this 
Doctrine, fu 1twith 
ments, and were Atheiſts on-p 
— Principles of Reaſon. But 
among all the ancient 6bdurate A- 
theiſts, and inveterate Enemies of 
Religion, no One feems more fin- 
cere, or more implacable then E 


And though this Perſon was pet 5 
haps of as dull an Underſtanding, 
of as unrefin'd Thought, and ag lit- 
tle Sagaicty and Penetration, as a- 


"oF Man, who was ever compli- 


mented. 
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mented with the Name of a Phi- 
loſopher; yet ſeveral . great Wits, 
and Men of diſtinguiſh'd Learnin 
in this laſt Age, have been pleas' 
to give the World high Encomi- 
ums of his Capacity and Superior 
Artainments.. 
After a long Night of Ignorance 
had overſpread the Face of Europe, 


many wiſe Men, froni a generous 


Love of Truth; reſolv'd to exer- 


ciſe their Reaſon, and free them- 


ſelves from Prejudice, and a ſervile 
Veneration of great Names, and 
preyailing Authority; and grow- 
ing impatient of Tyrannical Impo- 
fitions, as well in Philoſophy; as 
Religion, fo their great Honour 
ſeparated both from the Church 
of Rome, and the School of Axiſto- 


tle. Theſe Patriots of the Com- 
monwealth of Learning combin'd” 


to reform the Corruptions, and re- 


dreſs the Grievances, of Philoſo- 


phy; to pull down the Peripate- 
EL ' mem 
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tick Monarchy, and ſet up à free 
and independent State of Sciences 
and being fully convinc'd of the 
Weakneſs and Unreaſonableneſs of 
Ariſtotle's Syſtem, which conſiſted 
chiefly in Words without any de- 
termin'd Meaning, and idle Me- 
taphyſical Definitions, of which 
many were falſe, and many unin- 
telligible; they in this Caſe had 
recourſe to the Corpuſcularian Hy- 
pot heſis, and reviv'd the obſolete 
and exploded Syſtem of Epicurus. 

Many of theſe noble Leaders, 
who had declar'd againſt the Peri- 
patetick Uſurpation, and aſſerted 
the Rights and Liberties of human 
Underſtanding, call'd in this Phi- 
loſopher, for want of 2 Better, 40 


ral Revolution did not follow, yet 
the Defection from the Prince of 
Science, as he was once eſteem'd, 
was very great. When theſe firſt 
Reformers of Ariſtotle's School had 

eſpouſed 


depoſe Ariſtotle. And tho? a gene- 
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| uſed the Intereſt of Epirurus, 
nar; introduc'd his Doctrines, that 


his. Hypotheſis, might be reoeivd | | 


with. the leſs. Oppoſition, , they 
thought it neceſſary to remove the 
ignominious Character of Impiety, 
under which their Philoſepher had 
long. lain. And tis indeed very na- 
rural. for a Man who has embrac'd 
another's Notions and Principles, 
to believe. well of his Maſter, and 
to ſtand up in the Defence of his 
Reputation. The Learned Gaſ- 
ſeudus is eminent above all others 
4 warm Zeal he has expreſs d. 
and the great Pains he has taken, 
to vindicate the Honour of Epicu- 
rus, and clear his Character from 
| the Imputation of Irreligion. 
=: theunhappy Fate of Ana- 
xagorasy, and the great. Sotrates, tis 
no wonder that the Philoſophers, 
who ſucceeded, ſhould grow more 
cautious in propagating their Opi- 
nions, for fear of provoking: the 


Magi- 
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Magiſtrat and: making theimſelutsr 
I — to tlie Laws | of their 
Country: And if anyy had form'd: 
irreligious Schemes, tis to beſup - 
vpes' d, they would take care td 
guard as well as n 
the Puniſſiment to be inflictedl on 
all who deny d the Gods, and de- 
rided the eſtabliſſi d Worſhip. An 
Atheiſt cannot be ſuppos'd to be 
fond of Suffering, when Pain and 
Death are whht he chiefly abhors;: 
and therefore Epirurus whoy: if 
Cicero and Plutarch knew bis-Opi- 
nion, was: ai downright: profeſsd 
Atheiſt, has not in Terms deny d, 
but indeed aſſerted the Being of 
the Gods, andi ſpeaks honourably of 
them; ſo far as regards the Excels: - 
lence: of their Nature, and their 
eee But when he deſcribes 
is: Gods, and gives them a hu- 
man Face and Limbs, and ſays they 
tre neither Incorporeal nor Corpo- 
teal, but as it were Corporeal; 
52 165 while 
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while he excludes them from 
any Hand in making, or Care in 
guiding and governing the World, 
and "undertakes to ſhow that all 

Things were brought about by 
meer Chance, without any help or 
direction of the Gods, who are al - 
together unconcern'd with human 
Affairs, and regardleſs of our A- 
ctions, he muſt laugh in himſelf, 
and be ſuppos'd to have form'd this 
ridiculous Idea of a Divine Being 
meerly to eſcape the Character of 
an impious Ph iloſopher. For though 
he owns the Name of a God, 5 
his Deſcription he aw. deſtroys 
the Divine Nature; nor do I think 
that Ariſtotle can be defended from 
the Charge of Atheiſm, for while 
he affirms, that the World as to 
its Formation, as well as its Pro- 
greſſion and Duration, is independ- 
ent on the Gods, and owes nothing 
to their Power, Wiſdom or Pro- 


vidence, he utterly ſubverts all Pre- 
| tence 
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Pence to Religion and Divine Wor- 


m N j 
in chip; and; comes at laſt intg,the 
95 1 — of*fhie' Epicurean Scheme: 
all WL his, I believe, I have (plainly - 
by : Wprov'd in the followi Poem. 8 
* As to the Modern Atheiſts, a- 
ar: Poken of them in their Turn, and 
A- hall not anticipate what is ſaid 
elf, hereafter. 8 F 

nis 1 have been determin'd to em- 
ing ploy ſome of my leiſure Hours in 
ok vriting on this Subject, by the 
oh melancholy Reflection I have of- 
by en made on the Growth of Pio- 
oys haneneſß and the prevailing Pow- 
ink r of looſe and irreligious Princi- 
om les in this Nation. 

bile 'Tis a mortifying Conſideration 
to Wo All who love Mankind, and with 
Yro- Nell to their Country, that this 


Opinion has of late Years, above 
he Example of paſt Ages, ſpread 
s:contagious Influence ſo far and 
ide, that now embolden'd by the 
* Power 
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Power and Number of its Aſſerters 8. 
it becomes Inſolent and Formida- 
ble. Thoſe impious Maxims, which 
a fmall Party in the laſt Age, when 
inflam'd with Wine vented in pri- 
vate, are now the Entertainment 
of the Coffee- houſe, publickly pro- 
feſsſd, and in many Companies ſpo- 
ken of in cool Blood, as the ordi 
nary Subjects of Converſation. 
All Ages have brought fort 
ſome Monſters, ſome Profeſſo 
and Patrons of Irreligion; Mon 
ſters in reſpect of their Scarceneſſ 
as well as Deformity; but the af 
mazing Abundance of theſe odiou 
Productions is, I believe, peculi 
ar to this fertile Age. I am apt te 
think, that moſt who were reck 
on'd Atheiſts in former Reig 
were rather unbridled Libertine 
than irreligious in Principle; bu 
now we are fo far advanc'd, th 
the Infection has ſeiz'd the Mind 
the Atheiſt in Practice is be 
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ve in Speculation, and Looſeneſs 
f Manners improv 
== Impicty. 
Many, w 


rown Bi 


a 2 


XXV 


d to intellectu- 


3 hich is without Exam- 
le, expreſs an ardent Zeal for Pro- 
haneneſs, are 
Athciſm, and with great Ind 
Wnd Application propagate their 
WP rinciples, form Parties, and con- 
ert Meaſures to carry on with 
igour the Cauſe of Irreligion. 
They careſs and are very fond of 
hoſe who boldly declare for Im- 
piety, and mock all Religion, as 
heat and Impoſture. 
its, Men of Senſe, of large and 
ree Thoughts, and eannot fail of 
being Men in Faſhion. 
he Renegades and Deſerters of 
eaven, who renounce their God 
or the Favour of Men, and chuſe 
opular at the deareſt 
ate, are by many protected and 
pplauded; ſo there are Places 
Where a Man that has the Aſſu- 


ots in 


nduſtry 


Theſe are 


And as 


- rance 
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rance to own the Belief of a Dei- . 


ty, and a future State, would be 

expos'd and laugh'd out of Coun- 

tenance. Hence many are tempted to 

conceal their Notions of Religion 

for fear of blaſtingtheir Reputation, 

and of E neglected and deſpis di 
| 


by thoſe, from whoſe Favour they t 
expect Profit or Promotion: | il 
Immediately after the Reſtora-We: 
tion, the People, intoxicated with el 
the Pleaſures of Peace, and influ- Mat 
enc'd by the Example of a looſe h: 
Count, as well as from their great as 
Averſion to the former Fanaticall ar 
Strictneſs, and Severity of Con Ir 


verſation, which they deteſted a 
Hypocriſie, indulg'd themſelves i 
fonkual Liberties, and by Degree: 
ſunk deep into Luxury and Vice 
Then it was that ſome irreligiouf 
Men taking advantage of this Fron | 
ing Diſſolution of Manners, 82 
to propagate their deteſtable No 
tions, and ſow the Seeds of Pro 

| | phane 
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Wphaneneſs and Impiety, which 
rung up apace, and flouriſh'd in 
roportion to the Growth of Im- 
Wnoraliry. Thus Vice and Irreli- 
1 gion, mutually aſſiſting each other, 
gion Extended their Power by daily En- 
ion, eroachments; and the ſolid Tem- 
per and Firmneſs of Mind, which 
the People once poſleſs'd, being 
ſlacken'd and diſſolv'd by the Pow- 
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tora- Mer of Riot and forbidden Pleaſure, 
with their Judgment ſoon became viti- 
influ-ated; which Corruption of Taſte 
looſe has ever ſince gradually encreas' d, 
great] as rhe Confederate Powers ob. Vice 
atical and Prophaneneſs have ſpreadtheir 


Infection, and gain'd upon Reli- 
gion. „ 
While looſe Principles and im- 
pious Opinions pervert the Judg- * 
ment, a petulant Humour that in» 
clines Men. to give an Air of Le- 
vity and Ridicule to all their Diſ- 
courſes, and turn every thing to 
Marth. and. Railery, does in Pro- 
= a 3 portion 
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portion get Ground; this being 
eſteem'd the moſt ſucceſsful Me- 
thod to weaken the Power and Au- 
thority of Religion in the Minds 
of Men. | . 
I would not here be underſtood i 
as if I condemn'd the Qualificati- 
ons of Wit and Pleaſantry, but on- 
ly the Mifapplication of them. I 
all *always retain a great Value 
for ingenious Men, provided they 
do not abuſe and proſtitute their 
Talents to the worſt Purpoſes, I 
mean the deriding all Sobriety - of 
Manners, and turning into Jeſt the 
Principles which conſtitute our 
Duty here, and aſſure our Hap- ra 
pineſs hereafter. * But can any Wt 
Man who reveres a God, and loves 
his Country, ſtand by unconcern'd, 
while looſe and prophane Wits 
ſhew ſo much Zeal and Diligence 
in , propagating Maxims, which 
tend ſo directly to the Diſhonour 
of the one, and the Ruin of the 
other ? Should 
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ing Should Atheiſm and Corruption 

f Manners, thoſe inſeparable Com- 
- anions, which as Cauſes and Ef- 
ects mutually introduce and ſup- 
4 port each other, prevail much far- 
her; ſhould impious Notions in- 
ö ny Age n generally infect. 
the higheſt, as well as the inferior. 
Ranks of Men, what Confuſion of 


le Affairs muſt enſue? It would be 
hey ¶ impoſſible to find Men of Principles 
heir to fill the Places of Truſt and 
s, 1 Honour, or Patrons to promote; 


them: Merit would incapacitate 
Wand diſqualifie for the Favoux of. 


our great Men, and a Religious Cha- 
lap- {Wrater would be an invincible Ob- 
any ſtruction to Advancement; there 
yes would be no Perſons of Rank to 
n' encourage Men of Worth, and 


Vits bung neglected Virtue into Faſhi- 
nce On the contrary,. the Con-- 
ich 33 of Heaven an Deridem of 
our Piety would be careſs'd, ap is 
the 


ed and promoted. The Diſp 
. 24 
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of Preferment would confer all on 
thoſe who embrace their Opinions, 
and what a terrible Tempration 
would this be to our Youth to ac- 
commodate their Notions to thoſe 
of the Men in Power, when they 
ſhall ſee that their Favour is not 
otherwiſe to be procur'd? 

Ts it not high probable that in 
fuch an Age, Clubs and Cabals 


would be form'd of Scoffers and 
Buffoons, to laugh Religion out of 
Countenance, and make the Pro- 
feſſors of it the Object of publick 


Scorn and Contempt? 
Beſides, tis natural to believe 
that Magiſtrates in a Common- 
wealth generally compos'd of A- 
theifts would likewiſe Rennes to 
Violence, andperſecute thofe whom 
they could not perſwade to em- 
brace their Notions, as much as 
any Sect of Religion has ever done. 
For 'tis not Religion, but corrupt- 
ed human Nature, that Fong 
- | en 
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Men on to compulſive Methods of 
obliging their Adverſaries to re- 
W nounce their own, and aſſert the 

Opinions of Men in Power. Tis 
from the factious Temper of a Par- 
ry, not the Spirit of Piety, 'tis 
from Pride and Impatience of Con- 
tradiction, or from luſt of Domi- 
nion, or a violent deſire of engroſ- 
ſing the Places of Honour and Pro- 
fit, that Men endeavour by cruel 
and coercive . Methods to ſilence 
their Opponents, and ſuppreſs their 
Competitors. And if it will be al- 
low'd that human Paſſions will al- 
vays exert themſelves with Uni- 


ieve 3 and therefore ſtill pro- 
don duce the like Effects; if we may 
* foretel what Atheiſts when in 


Power are like to do, from- what 
they have done, as far as they had 


cm- Wt Ability, we may be aſſur'd, when 
he they do not want Power, they. 


will never want a Will to employ 
Violence to extinguiſh the Noti- 
= 1 7 ona 
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reſie of Religion. It would not 
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Poſts of Power and Profit, and all 
that believ'd the Being of a God, 


of another Life, ſhould be look'd i 
on as diſaffected to the Govern- 


PE and ſuch a degenerate Con- 
itu 


prevail in this unhappy Nation, a- 


ons of Piety, and the hateful He- 


be ſtrange if Atheiſtical Teſts in 
ſuch a State of Affairs ſnould be 
form'd and impos'd, to keep Men 
of dangerous Principles out of all 


— 
I 


and the Rewards and Puniſhments 


ment, and Diſturbers of the pub- 
lick Peace. 
And if ſuch Notions of Impie- 


tion of Manners ſhould ever 
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ny Man without the Gift of Pro- tr 
pheſie, and indeed with a very mo- t 
derate Penetration, may foreſee, al 
that the Publick will then be ex- I 
pos'd to inevitable Ruin. if 

But before the Intereſts of Vir- N 
tue and Religion re reduc'd to ſoſ 
deplo:able a State, *cis to be hopꝰd i ſe 


| this 
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chis once wiſe and ſober Nation 
ill awaken from its Lethargy. 
hat not with ſtanding the preſent 
Popularity of Vice, Levity and 
Wlnpicty, it may one Day recover 
Wits Reliſh of ſolid Knowledge and. 


real Merit. That Buffoons them- 
God, ſelves may one Day be expos' d, 
1ents the Laughers in their Turn be- 


come ridiculous, and an Atheiſti- 
cal Scoffer be as much out of Cre- 
dit, as a ſober and religious Man 
is at preſent: Virtue, Seriouſneſs. 
and a due Reverence of Sacred and 
Divine N may revive among 
Jus; and 'tis the Duty and Intereſt 
of every Man that loves his Coun- 


Pro- try, and wiſhes well to Mankind; 
mo · ¶ to make his utmoſt Efforts to bring 
reſce, ¶ about ſuch a happy Revolution. 


This would the ſooner Pe effected, 
if the virtuous Part of ingenious 
Vir- Men, (for Virtue has ſtill a Party) 
to ſo would not ſupinely ſtand by, and 
hop'd e {ee the Honour and Intereſts of 

this Relic 


"1 
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Religion expos'd and infulted; but 
inſtead of an abject, unactive De- 
1 would unite their En- 
yours, with Vigour and Reſolu- 
tion againſt the Common Enemies 
of God and their Country. *Tis 
great Pity that in ſo noble a Cauſe i 
any ſhould ſhew ſuch Poorneſs of 
Spirit, as to be aſham'd of aſſert- 
ing their Religion, and ſtemming i 
the Tide of Impiety, for fear of 
becoming the Entertainment of 
ſcoffing Libertines. 

I know the Gentlemen of A- 
theiſtical Notions pretend to re- 
fin'd Parts, and paſs themſelves up- 
on the World for Wits of the firſt 
Rank : Yet in debate they decline 
Argument, and rather truſt to the 
Decifion of Raillery. But if it} 
were poſſible for theſe Gentlemen 
to apply themſelves in good Ear- 
neſt to the Reaſonsalledg'd in Proof 
of a Divine Being, in a Manner 
that becomes an Enquiry of _— 
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Conſequence, I ſhould believe their 
Conviction were not to be de- 

ſpair'd of. p ' 
But there is little Appearance, that 
they will be ever prevail'd on to 

conſider this Matter, with delibe- 
rate and unprejudie'd Thought; 
and therefore J am not ſo Sanguine 
to think, that any Arguments I 
ean bring, tho' ever fo clear and 
demonſtrative, are likely to make 
any Impreſſion upon a Veteran A- 
theiſt. I have nevertheleſs thought 
it a ſeaſonable Service to endea- 
vour to {top the Contagion, and: 
as far as I am able, to preſerve thoſe 
who are not yet infected. | 

I would entreat theſe to diſtin» 
guiſh between Raillery and Argu-- 
ment, and not believe, that Mirth: + 
ought to determine in ſo weighty a 
Caſe: Fhat they would not ad- 
mit of Principles of the utmoſt 
Concern without Examination, and 
take Impiety upon Content. That 
— 1 
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they would appeal from the Buf- 
foon and. the Mocker, to the Im- 
partial Deciſion of Right Reaſon, 
and debate this Matter with the 
Gravity that becomes the Impor- 
tance of the Subject. N 
But ſince the Gentlemen who 
own no Obligations & Religion 
for the Rule of Behaviour, ſet up 
in its ſtead a ſpurious Principle, 
which. they call Honour, and a 
- Greatneſs of Mind, that will not 
deſcend to a mean or baſe Action; 
Let them reflect, whether that 
Term, as they uſe it, is not an 
empty Sound without any deter- 
min'd Meaning. If Honour ! 
a Man under any Obligation fi 
perform or forbear- any Action, 
then *tis evident, Honour is a Law 
or Rule, and the Tranſgreſſion of 
it makes us guilty and obnoxious 
to Puniſnment: And if it be a Law 
it muſt be the Declaration of ſome 
Legiſlator's Will, for this is oh 
| SH; 


reer 


eren 
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Definition of a Law that regulates 


the Manners of a moral Agent. 


Now I ask a Man of Honour, whe 
W denies Religion, what or whoſe 
Law he breaks, if he deviates from 
W what he imgines a Point of Ho- 
nour? Tis plain there can be no 


Tranſgreſſion, where there is no 
Law, no Irregularity, where there 
is no Rule; nor can a Man do a 


baſe or diſhonourable Thing, if he 
hes under no Obligation to the 


contrary. Honour therefore ab- 
ſtracted from the Notion of Reli- 
= which enjoins it, is an idle 
Jhimera, which can have little 
Power over any Man, that does not 
believe a Divine Legiſlator, whoſe 
Authority muſt enforce it. 

"Tis the ſame with Friendſhip 
and Gratitude, which are Princi- 
ples that the Atheiſt will often 
commend. But how is any Man 
bound to be grateful, or to be a 
Friend? Should he a& a contrary 
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Part, and be treacherous. and ur- 
grateful, what. Guilt has he con» 
tracted? Has he offended againſt 
any Law? Or can he become Guil- 
ty, without the Breach of ?K 
you ſay he has broken any Law, 
tell us the Law, and by whom it 
was made. If the Laws of the Su- 
pream Being are ſet aſide, we can 
lye under no Regulation, but have 
an unbounded Liberty over all our 
Actions. We may without the 
leaſt Fault or Diſhonour break our 
Oaths, ſubvert the Government, 
betray our Friends, aſſaſſinate our 
Parents, in ſhort commit all Kinds 
of the moſt deteſtable Crimes with- 
out Remorſe. For not being con- 
trouPd by any Obligation, we may 
do whatever our Paſſions or our 
Intereſts prompt us to, without be- 
ing accountable to any Tribunal, 
for the leaſt Franſgreſſion. = 
ff it be faid, we are oblig'd by 
the: Laws of our Country; I an- 


ͤ—— 
— 


* = _ — 


k — 
— 1 


_ — — — — - PE £ ” 
— CO ———ů — aun ear 


08 
| 


x: The PREFACE. 
to do: But if he thinks no Divine 


Authority does make it his Duty to 
ſubmit to the Magiſtrate, and obey 


the Laws of his Country, he is at 
Liberty, as to any Guilt, whether 


he will obey or no. If he ventures 
the Puniſhment, he eſcapes the 


Sin. If any Atheift ſwears Fideli- 
ty to his Prince, what controuls 
ing Power is he under, which at- 


fects the Mind, not to betray him, 


if he thinks it fit and ſafe to do it? 
If he lets his Parents, or his Pa- 


tron, or; his Friend periſh, what. 


Iniquity is he accountable for? 


The Exiſtence of a God has. 


been already clear'd, . and abun- 
dantly demonſtrated by. many. pi- 


ous and learned Authors, whence: 
this Attempt may be cenſur'd, i 
as impertinent and unneceſſa- 


. But all thoſe excellent Per- 


rmances being writ in Proſe, and. 


the greateſt Part in the learned 
PE, | Lans 
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ne Languages, or at leaft in a ſcho- 
to tic Manner, are ill accommo- 
Hated to great Numbers not of a 
earned Education, and many who 
Wave more Knowledge and greater 
WGenius will not undergo the Trou- 
le of reading and conſidering the 
Arguments expreſs'd in a Manner 
Wo them obſcure, dry and diſagree- 
ble. I have therefore form'd a 


un Poem on this youu and important 
* Pubject, that I might give it the 


\dvantages peculiar to octry; and 
adapt it more to the general Ap- 
rehenſion and Capacity of Man- 


Wind. The Harmony of Numbers 
um Etnoages many to read and retain 
Pi- hat they would neglect, if writ- 


en in Proſe; and I perſwade my 
elf the Epicurean Philoſophy had 


ſſa· Wor liv'd fo long, nor been ſo much 
er- ſteem'd, had it not been kept a- 
Ga; oe and propagated by the famous 
ned 


Poem of Lucretius. 
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T have choſen to demonſtrate the 


Exiſtence of a God from the Marks 7 
of Wiſdom, Deſign, Contrivance, i" < 
and the Choice of Ends and Means, f 
which appear in the Univerfe. Out 
of the various Arguments, that e. 
vince the Truth of this Propoſiti- 
en, There is a Cod, I have felect 
ed this as the moſt Evident and In- il 
telligible. | TE Pe, | . 0 
I may with Reaſon preſume, thai 
I ſhall not incur any Cenſure fo 
not employing new Arguments t 
prove the Being of a God; none f 
ut what have been produc'd be pla 
fore by many Writers, even fron 
the Eldeſt Days of Philoſophy. e 
was never objected to Lucretins n 
that in his «pplaatled:Poeni, he ha " 


not invented a new Syſteme of 
Philoſophy, but only recited in poe N 
tical Numbers, the ancient Boe 
Etrines of Demoeritus and Epicuru 
Nor can it with Reaſon be ſup 
pos d, that the Arguments bf. 


which u 
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zhich he ſupports their Opinions 
ere not long before inthe Schools 
ne. DE Greece. Nor have modern W ri- 
ers on this Subject invented, but 
urſu'd the Demonſtration of a God, 
rom the evident e of 
ontrivance and Wiſdom in the 
icible World, which they have 
one with more Clearneſs and 
trength, than thoſe who went be- 
ere them. And while theſe have 
rMSttempred to evince the Exiftence 
fa God only from the Contem- 
lation of Corporeal Nature, I have 
arry'd the Argument on to the 
JACtions of Living, Senſitive and 
Intelligent Beings, ſo far as we are 
cquainted with them; belicving . 
hat brighter and more noble 
e ftrokes of Wiſdom and Deſign ap- 
ear in the Principles of Life, Sen- 
ation and Reafon, than in all the 
Compaſs of the Material World. 
I have cendeavour'd to give the 
Subject yet greater degrees of Per- 
ſpicuity, 
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the Philoſophical and Argumenta- 
tive Parts of this Poem, the Or- 
naments of Poetical Eloquence. In y 
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ſpicuity, more variety of Argu- 
ment, as well as eaſie and famili- 
ar Expreſſion, that the Stile being 
more pleaſing, and the Demonſtra - 
tion more readily apprehended, it 
may leave a nee Impreſſion, and 
its Effects and Uſefulneſs may be · 
come more extenſive. In Order 1 
to this, I have rarely us'd any 
Term of Art, or any Phraſe pecu - 
liar to the Writings and Converſa - 
on of Learned Men. I have at- 
tempted, as Monſieur Fontenelle has 
done with great Succeſs in his Plu · 
rality of Worlds, to bring Philo- 
ſophy out of the ſecret Receſſes off 
the Schools, and ftrip it of its un- 
couth and myſterious Dreſs, that 
it may become agreeable, and ad- 
mitted to a general Converſation. 

I take it for granted, that no 
judicious Reader will expect, in 
mo 


F, 


this 
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„nis Caſe, where Metaphor and 
- WDcſcription are not admitted, leaft 
ey hould darken and enfeeble 
e Argument, if the Reaſon- 
ga be cloſe, ſtrong and eaſily ap- 
rehended, if there be an elegant 
Simplicity, Purity, and. Propriety 
f Words, and a juſt Order and 
Connexion of the Parts mutually 
pporting and inlightening one a- 
= her, there will be all the Per- 
Wcction which the Style can de- 
Wnand. j. | << 
pin I may ſafely conclude, that no 
1 : an wall expect that in this Poem 
o ſhould ' borrow any Embelliſh- 
Wncnts from the exploded and ob- 
Wolete Theology of the ancient I- 
Wlolaters of Greece or Rome. That 
a ſhould addreſs any rapturous In- 
© cocations to their idle Deities, or 
zorn the Style with Alluſions to 
heir fabulous Actions. I have 
ore than once publickly declar'd 
ny Opinion, that a Chriſtian Poet 
_=_ | cannot 
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cannot but appear monſtrous and 
Tidiculous in a Pagan Dreſs. That 
tho' it ſhould be granted, tha 4 
the Heathen Religion mi my 28 
_ allow'd a Place in hight and look 
mock Heroic, and the — 4 
IC Compoſitions, yet il 


3 of the ſublime ani 4 1 


nd, the mixture of th 

1 ˖ — muſt, by all wu 
are e Maſters of RefleQion me A 
Senſe, be-condemn'd, if not as | 
pious, at leaſt as impertinent and 
abſurd. And this is a Truth ll 
clear and evident, that I make nl 
doubt it will by degrees force it 
way, and prevail over the contranf 
Practice. Should Britains recovei 
their Virtue and reform their Taſte 


they would no more bear the hays * 


then Reli in Verſe, than ii 
Proſe. hal riſtian — As _ 
as Chriſtian: Preachers, the Buy 
ameſs of both being to on 
| #he 9 tho' the laſt only a 
whol 
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holly appropriated to it, ſhould en- 
>2your to confirm and ſpread their 
vn true Religion. If a Divine 
ould begin his Sermon with a ſo- 
mn Prayer to Bacchus, or Apollo, to 
rs, or Venus, what would Peo- 
e think of their Preacher? And 
it not as really, tho' not equally 
ſurd, for a Poet in a great and 
rious Poem, wherein he celebrates 
me wonderful and happy Event 
a Divine Providence, or magni- 
es the illuſtrious Inſtrument, 
at was honour'd to bring the 
vent about, to addreſs his Pray- 
to falſe Deities, and cry for 
elp to the Abominations of the 
eathen? FR. 
The. Deſign of this Poem is to 
:monſtrate the Self-Exiſtence of 
Eternal Mind from the created 
d dependent Exiſtence of the U- 
eerſe, and to confute the Hypo- 
Wc lis of the Epicureans and the Fa 
[ | ok taliſts, 
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taliſts, under whom all the Patrors| 
of lmpiety, Ancient or Modern, of 
whatſoever Denomination, ma bell b 
rang'd:' The firſt of whom affirm 
the World was in Time caus'd ty 2 
Chance, and the other that it ex. 
ited from Eternity without a Cauſe 
Tit true, as before-mentian'd, both 
theſe acknowledg'd the Exiſtenc 1 
of Gods, but by their abſurd an 
ridiciions. Deſcription of them 
tis plain they had nothing ella 
in view, but to avoid the Obnox 
ious Character of Atheiſtical Phi 
lofophers. | 
This likewiſe has been often oe 
jected to the Deiſts of the preſen 
Times, that at leaſt a great part o 
them only conceal their Notfor 8¹ 
under that Name, while they 
really to be number'd among tis 
Atheiſts. I have before expreſs 
my Reafons, why I cannot en 
brace this Opinion. 'Tis m_ ir 
* jp | ect 
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eed, that moſt of the Deiſts main- 


n, of ain a particular Friendſhip with 
„bel the Atheiſts, are pleas'd with 
m bcir looſe and impious Converſati- 


on, and appear very tender of their 
e and Edicer. They are. cha- 
aufe irable in crying up their thining 

Qualities, and in concealing, excu- 
tene ng, or leſſening their Immoral 
actions: While at the ſame time 
they ſhew an Affectation in ex 
_ ſing the Faults and Follies of the - 
 nox Chriſtians, eſpecially thoſe who are 
ph rhe moſt ſtrict and regular in their 
| Manners, and appear to be moſt in 


n ob earneſt. Tis likewiſe remarkable 
reſeul that theſe Gentlemen expreis no 
ard Zeal for the Extirpation of irreli - 

or on $1905 Principles: They have never, 
8 as far as I know, written any thi 

x magainſt them; nor are they pleas' 


in Company to declare their De- 
reſtation of ſuch impious Maxims, 
or to produce Arguments to confute 

b 2 them. 
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them. While at the ſame time they 
take great Pains, and ſhew a warm 
Zeal to weaken the Belief of the 
Chriſtian Religion, and to expoſe Wl 
the pretended Errors of its diffe- 
rent Profeſſors ; which ſeems indeed 
ſtrange, ſince he that owns a Got 
and his Providence, ſhould in Rea- 
ſon look upon thoſe, who believe 
neither, to be infinitely more oppo- 
ſite to him, than thoſe who agree 
with him in the Belief of a God, 
and differ only in the Point of re- 

veal'd Religion, "1 
Beſides, tis obſervable that the 
preſent Deiſts have not drawn and 
publiſh'd any Scheme of Religion, 
or Catalogue of the Duties they are 
oblig'd to perform, or whence ſuch 
Obligations ariſe. They do not tell 
us, that they look on Man as an Ac- 
countable Creature, nor if they do, 

for what, arid to whom, or when 
that Account is to be made, and 
| . what 
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hat Rewards andPuniſhments will 
tend it. I do not affirm they have 
o ſuch Scheme in their Thoughts, 
ut fince they will not let us know 
3 Weir Creed, and in the meantime 
eride and triumph over that of 

ghcChriſtians, I cannot defend them 
om thoſe, who ſay they are juſtly 
be ſuſpected. . | 
And that the Deiſt may clear 

7 imſelf from the Suſpicion of being 

Atheiſt, or at leaſt a Friend an 


MM g avourer of their Principles; I 
5 Would wiſh he would in publick 
= ſert and demonſtrate the Being of 
A = God and his Providence, and 
on, eclare his Abhorrence of the 
y are rinciples of thoſe who disbelieve 
ſuch Wc. 
t tell 


l would likewiſe give great Sa- 
faction, and remove the Objecti- 


y do, of thoſe that Charge them with 
wow ] rect Irreligion, if they would 
1 row: Wcealc to give ſome Account of their 


b 3 Be- 


Belief: Whether they look upon 
God as one, who governs Mankind 
by Laws to be diſcover'd by the 
Light of - Reaſon, which reftrain 
our Inclinations and determine out 
Duty; That they would tell us what 
thoſe Laws are, and what Sancti- 
ons do enforce them; and *till thigh 
be done, they cannot well diſcharge. 
themſelves from the Suſpicion be- 
fore-mention'd. —_ 
And here I would addreſs my 
felf to the Irreligious Gentlemen offi 
the Ape, and I deſire them not tl 
take up Prejudices againſt the Ex 
iſtence ofa God, and run away wit! 4 
impions Maxims, *till they have 
exercis'd their Conſideration, and 
made an impartial Enquiry into the: 
Grounds and Reaſons, that fupponi 
the Belief of a Divine Eternal Bee 
ing. In order to fuch a rexfonabrld- 
Examination, it is but juſt and de 
cent, they ſhould be in —— 
= 
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Wear the Arguments we offer. with 
emper and Patience. That they 
ould inure themſelves to Think, 
d weigh the force of thoſe Ar- 

Anu ments, as becomes ſincere Enqui- 
- Our rs after Truth. The Being of a 


what od, and the Duties that reſult 
_ om rbat Principle, are Subjects of 
ni 


oc greateſt Excellence and Digni- 
arg in themſelves, and of the great- 
t Concern and Importance to Man- 
Wind; and therefore ſhould never 
treated in Mirth and Ridicule. 
generals of Armies and Councellors 
or LF State, Senators and Judges, in 
- EX e great and weighty: Affairs that 
Wome before them, do not put on 

ie Air of Jeſters and Buffoons, and 

„ ane ſtead of grave and ſolemn De- 
cates aim at nothing but Sallies of 
por it, and treat their Subjects and 
al Bee another only with Raillery and: 


we eriſion: Yet the Buſineſs pro- 
d de gos'd to the Conſideration of the 
{t, auf : b 4 Per- 
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Perſons I ſpeak to is, in every Re- 
ſpeR, infinitely Superior to any of 
theirs before-mention'd. 5 
Are they ſure there is no God, 
and therefore no Religion? If they 
are not, what a terrible Risk do 
they run? If their Reaſons amount 
only to a Probability, the contra - 
ry Opinion may be true, and that 
May be is enough to give them the 
moſt frightful Apprehenſions, andi 
diſturb them amidſt all the Plea - 
ſures they enjoy. But if they ſay 
they are aſſur'd, and paſt doubt 
there is no God, let them conſider, 
Confidence in an Opinion is not al- 
ways the Effect of Certainty and 
Demonſtration. Their Predeceſſors, 
the Atheiſts of former Ages, were 
as certain, that is as Confident, 
they reaſon'd Right, as they can 
be. They cannot pretend to clear. 
er Light, and greater Aſſurance off 
the Truth of their Maxims, o_ 
* | N 
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tors of Impiety, I mean Demo 
tus, Leutipput, Epicurus, and Luv 
tius, 'oppos'd this as an idle and in 
coherent Syſteme; and that ini 
deed it is fo, ſhall be after demon 
ſtrated: And ſhould not this ſhake 
their Confidence, that all the 
Friends in the Epicurean Schoof 
who were ſufficiently deliver'd fron 
the Prejudices of Education and 
Superſtitious Impreſſions, could ni 
ſee the leaſt Probability in will 
Scheme of the Fataliſts, on whicl 
theſe Gentlemen are pleas'd' to Ir 
ly in a Matter of the higheſt In 
portance? . eee 14008 
Will they confide in Mr. HH 
Has that Philoſopher ſaid any thing 
new? Docs he bring am ſtronge 2 
Forces into the Field, than the I 
picureans did before him? Will the 
derive their Certainty from Spinoſi 
Can ſuch an obſcure, perplexr, ut 
intelligible Author create fuch Ceri 
. taint), | 


. 


__ 
3 


- 
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b ainty, as leaves no Doubt or Di- 
Lau ruft? If he is indeed to be under- 
in od, what does he alledge more 
xt in han the ancient Fataliſts have done, 
emon hat ſhould amount to Demonſtra- 
= q WE f f . 
ro W | 
chef Beſides, if, as they pretend, they 
hob re eſtabliſn'd beyond Poſſibility of 


Iro Deception in the Truth of their 
n u laxims, why are they ſo very fond 
nan f thoſe Authors, that ſer up any 
u ew Doctrine, and why do they 
Wie mbrace with, ſo much Pleaſure 


toln heir new Schemes of Irreligion? 
hey are very glad to hear of 
ny great Genius, that can in- 
Hl. ent freſh Arguments to ſtreagth-. 


/ thing their Opinions, and does not 
one his betray à ſecret Diffidence that 
che emands further Light and Con- 
11 rhe mation? ß _ 
ino la But further, fince theſe Gentle 


Nen ſhew fo much Induſtry in pro- 
h Cer pagating their Opinions, and are 
taintſſf ſo 
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ſo fond of making Proſelytes to A- 
theiſm; ſince they affect a Zeal in 
countenancing, applauding and pre- 
ferring thoſe whom they have de- 
liver'd from Religious Prejudices, 
and reform'd and refin'd with their 
free, large and generous Principles; 
how, comes it to paſs, that they 
neglect to inform and improve their 
neareſt Relations? are they careful 
to inſtruct their Wives and Daugh- 
ters, that they need not revere the 
Imaginary Phantom of a God: 
That Religion is the Creafure of | 
a Timorous and Superſtitious 
Mind, or of crafty Prieſts, and 
cunning Politicians : That there- 
fore they are free from all Reſtraints 
of Virtue and Conſcience, and m 
1 their Perſons in the moll 
icentious Manner, without any 
Remorſe, or uneaſie Reflection: 
That 'tis idle to fear any Divine 
Puniſhment hereafter, and as to the 
GE Shame 
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WShame and Diſhonour that may at- 
end the Liberties * take, in caſe 
hey become Publick, that Scan- 
al proceeds from the groſs Mi- 
Wakes of People perverted with 
Religion, and miſguided- by a Be- 
Wick of a Divine Being, and of Re- 
wards and Puniſhments in an ima- 
inary Life after this? = 
= Do they take Pains to inform 
heir Eldeſt Sons, that they owe 
them no Gratitude or Obedience; 
hat they may uſe an uncontroul'd 
reedom in indulging all their Ap- 
petites, Paſſions and Inclinations 
hat if they are willing to poſſeſs 
their Father's Honour and Eſtates, 
they may by Poiſon, or the Po- 
niard take away his Life,. and if 
they are careful to avoid the Pu- 
iſument of the Magiſtrate by their 
ecret Conduct, they may be ful- 
y fatisfy'd of the Innocence * 
the 
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the Action, and as they have done 
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themſelves: much Good, ſo cho 
have done their Father no Injury - 
and therefore may enjoy in lj 7 
Tranquility the Fruits * their Par 4 
ricide? Whatever they may affirn F 
among their looſe Friends, I can 
not conceive they can be guilty i 
ſo much Folly, as to propagag 
theſe Opinions in their own Fami 
lies, and inſtruct their Wives ani 
Children in the boundleſs Libertie 
which by the Principles of Arheil 7 
are their undoubted Right. Fo 
in all Actions, where Re igion doe 
not interpoſe and reſtrain us, 
are perfectly, as has been faid, "fre 
to act as we think beſt for our Pr 
fit and Pleaſure. | 
Beſides, to what a deplorabl 
Condition would Mankind be re 
& c'd, ſhould theſe Opinions bi 
ubiverſally embrac'd? 1 o man 


Lxi 
EK ings and Potertates, who yet 
che -oie(G their Belief of a God, and 
\_ Rewards and Puniſhments in a 
ife to come, do notwithſtanding 
om: boundleſs Ambition, and a 
wel Temper, op ang their Sub- 
4 *R at Hofne, and ravage and de- 
4 rey their Neighbours abroad, 
zould think themſelves free from 
u Divine Obligations, and there- 
Wore too from the Reſtraints of 
e Oachs and ſolemn Contracks; * 
1 enees and Securities retnov'd,w 
| a detege of Calamities at abies 
E upon the World? What 82 
reſſion, what Violence, what Ra- 
pine, what Devaſtation would fi- 
niſh the Ruin of Huttan Nature? 
For if mighty Princes are fitisfy'd 
that *tis impoſſible for them to do 
any Wrong, what Bounds are left 
o infatiab e Avarice and Exorbi- 
rant Thirſt of Power? If Monarchs 


may 
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may without the leaſt Guilt vio- K 
late their Treaties; break | their Min 
Vows, betray their Friends, and hr 
ſacrifice their Truth and Honour Wu 
at Pleaſure to their : Paſſions, or ng 
their Intereſt, what Truſt, what nt 
Confidence could be ſupported be. 
tween Neighbour Potentates? and ei 
without this what Confuſion and Mey 
Diſtraction muſt of Neceſſity en- Moin 
W Gene : Tit] 
On the other Hand, if Sub- Hd 
jects were univerſally Atheiſts, and rar 
Jook'd on themſelves as under not ! 
Divine Obligation to pay any Du- Ne 
ty or Obedience to the Supream th. 
Magiſtrate; if they believ'd that 8 
when they took their Oaths of Al- Nina 
legiance they ſwore by nothing, Nav. 
and invocated a Power not in Be- he. 
ing 3 that therefore thoſe Oaths Ne 
oblige them no longer than they f 


think it ſafe, and for their Inter- 
eſt 
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t to break them; ſhould ſuch 
inciples obtain, would not the 
brones of Princes be moſt preca - 
us? Would not Ambition, Re- 
Inge, Reſentment, or Intereſt, 
ntinvually excite ſome or other 


be-Wd betray or aſſault the Lives of 
and heir Soveraigns? and why ſhould 
and cy be blam'd by the Atheiſt for 
en- oing it? Why are Traitors, Aſ- 


aſſins, Haters of their Princes, 
ad Enemies to their Country, 
Wranded with the odious Names 
f Ruffians and Villains, if they 
e under no Obligations to as 
therwiſe than they do? 

Should Conſpirators, who aſſaſ- 
nate their Lawful Soveraign, 
have the good Fortune to make 


Be- heir Eſcape, I ask the Atheiſt, if 
ths Nie has in the leaſt an ill Opinion 
hey f them for _ engag'd in ſuch 
ter- n execrable Undertaking ? If he 


ſays 


4 


H 
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fays he has not, then the Point i 
gain'd, and an Atheiſt is what IM 
have repreſented. If he ſays he 
has, I next ask him, Why? Lal 
him tell me in what their Guild 
conſiſts? Is it in the Breach of + 
ny Divine Law? that cannot bell 
for he owns none. Is it the Tran. 
greſſion of any human Law? Tell 
me, what Obligation he is under 
to obey any human Law, if no Di- 
vine Law enforces ſuch Obedi- 
ence? Does their Guilt conſiſt in 
the Breach of their Duty to their 
Prince and their Oaths of Allegi- 
ance? Still the ſame Queſtion re- 
currs, what Duty can a Subject 
owe to a Prince which Divine 
Laws do not conſtitute and deter- 
mine? And how. can an Oath of 
Allegiance bind, but by vertue 
of ſome Divine Command, that 
obliges 'us not to violate our 
Vows? 


By 
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int i; 
1at ny this it appears that an Atheiſt 
hel uſt bethe worſt of Subjects, That 


principles ſubvert; the Thrones 
== Princes, / and © undermine the 


Ff + MDundations of Government and 
be cicry, on which the Happineſt 
ran. Mankind ſo much depends; and 
Tell erefore 'tis not poſſible to con- 
nder Meive how there can be a greater 
Di. ¶Miſturber of the publick Peace, or 
edi: greater Enemy to his Prince and 
t in oountry, than a profeſt Atheiſt, 
heir ho propagates with Zeal his de- 
egi: ructive Opinions. 5 
re. [have prov'd, in the following 
ject oem, that ao Hypotheſis hither- 
ineo invented in favour of Impiety, 
as the leaſt Strength or Solidi- 


y, no not the leaſt Appearance 
df Truth to reedmmend it. A 
Nan muſt be deſerted of Heaven, 
Ind inflexibly harden'd, that can- 


Wor or rather will not ſee the 
| Un- 
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Unreaſonableneſs of Trreligioul 
Principles. I demand only if 
candid Temper in the Reader 
and a Mind pleas'd with Truth 
and deliver'd from the Prejudicl 
of Atheiſtical Converſation. 5 
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mmary Accofint 
1 OF THEY 


lowing Poem, and of what 
4 contain'd in each Book. 


HE Den of this Wort is to 
= demonſtrate the Exiftence of a 
vine Eternal Mind. 


The Arguments us'd for this End 
taken from the various Marks of 


i/dom and 2 ful Contrivance , 
ent 


ch are Evident to Obſervation in 
ſeveral Parts of T Material 
orld, and in the Faculties of 1b 
nan Soul. 


Ee Firſt Book contains the Proof 
a Deity, from the Inſtances of 
Deſi ign 


A 


Defign and Choice, which occur i 
the Structure and Qualities of ti 
Earth and Sea. © 3 

T hgg Second purſues the Proof of 
the” | Jams", Propoſition, "There is i 
God, from the Celeſtial Motions, aug 
more fully from the AHppearanees ini 
Solar Syſtem and the Air. : 

In the Third, the Objeftion 
which are brought by Atheiſtical Ph 
loſophers againſt the Hypothif6s- ef 
blija'd in the two N Boot 
are anſwer'd. | 

In the Fourth is laid down rh 
potheſis of the Atomiſts or Epicur 
ans, and — Irrel. * rs pher 
and confated. - 

In the Fifth, the Doctrine of it 
Fatalifts or Ari ſtotelians, <vho mail 
the World to be Eternal, is confide! 
and ſubverted. 

In the Sixth, the Argument of . 
two firſt Books is reſum'd, and tl 
Exiftence of God demonſtrated fn 
the Prudence and Art diſcover d 

n ö 


A Summary Account, c. 


A Summary Account, Cc. 
» ſeveral Parts of the Body of 


s the Seventh, the ſame Demon- 
ation is carry'd on from the Con- 
nplation of the Inſtinfls in Brute 
imals, and the Faculties and Ope- 
tions of the Soul of Man. The 
ook concludes with a Recapitulati- 
f what has been treated of, and 
Flymn to the Creator of the 
orld. 
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BOOK I. 


— 


The ARGUMENT. 

* e Propoſution. The Inuocation. The Ex- 
iſtence of a God demonſtrated from the 
Markt of Wiſdom, Choice and Art, 
hich appear in the Viſible World, 
and infer an Intelligent and Free Cauſe, 
This evinc'd from the Contemplation, 
I. of the Earth. I. Its Situation, 2. 
he Cobeſion of its Parts, mot to be 

B ſolv's 


2 


The Argument, Book 1. 
 ſolv'd by any Hypotheſis yet produc'd, 


3. Jes Stability, 4. Its Structure, ar 


tbe Order of its Parts, 5. Its Moti. 
on Diurnal and Amunual, or elſe the 
Motion of the Sun in both thoſe reſped, 
The Cauſe of theſe Motions not yet ac. 
counted for by any Philoſopher, 6. Its 
Outſide or Face; the Beanties and Con- 
veniencies of it ; its Mountains, Lakes, 
and Rivers, Il. The Exiſtence of 6 
God prov'd from the Marks and In 
Preſſions of Prudence and Deſign, which 
appear in the Sea. 1, In its Formation 
2. The Proportion of its Parts in ri 
ſpect of the Earthy, 3. Its Situation. 
4. The Contexture of its Parts, 5. Ii 
Brackiſh or Briny Onality, 6. It 
Finx and Reflux. 


No 


Pa 
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—_— 


ff 


1D O more of Courts, of Triumphs, 
or of Arms, 
No more of Valour's Force, or 
Beauty's Charms; 
Wl The Themes of Vulgar Lays, 
in with juſt Diſdain, 
Lleave unſung, the Flocks, the am'rous Swain, 7 
The Pleaſures of the Land, and Terrors of the 
Main. ä 
How Abject, how Inglorious 'tis to lye 
Groveling in Duſt and Darkneſs, when on high 
Empires immenſe and rolling Worlds of Light 
To range their Heav'nly. Scenes the Muſe invites 
I meditate to Soar above the Skies, 
To Heights unknown; thro? w untry*d;-#0 riſe : 
I „odd th' Eternal from his Works aſſert, 
And ſing the Wonders of Creating Art. 


zation 
in x. 
uat ion. 
5. Ii 
6. It 


. 
„„ — — . — — — __— _ — 


No 


While 1 this unexampled Task eſſay, 
Paſs awful Gulphs, and beat my painful Way, 
B 2 Celeſtial 


4 
Celeſtial Dove, Divine Aſſiſtance bring, 

Suſtain me on Thy ſtrong extended Wing; 

"That 1 may reach th' Almighty's Sacred Throne, 
And make His Cauſcleſs Pow's, the Cauſe of all 


Things, known. 


Thou doſt the full Extent of Nature ſee, 
And the wide Realms of vaſt Immenſity: 
Eternal Wiſdom Thou doſt comprehend, 

Riſe to her Heights, and to her Depths deſcend 
The Father's ſecret Counſels Thou can'ſt tell, 
Who im His Boſom didſt for ever dwell : 
Thou on the Deep's dark Face, Immortal Doye, 
"Thou, with almighty Energy didſt move 
On the wild Waves, Incumbent didſt diſplay 
Thuy genial Wings, and hatch primeval Day. 
Order frem Thee, from Thee Diſtinction came, 
And all the Beauties of the wondrous Frame 
Hence ſtampt on Nature we Perfection find, 
Fair as th' Idea in th' Eternal Mind, 


see, thro? this vaſt extended Theater 
Of skill Divine what ſhining Marks appear 
Creating Pow'r is all around expreſt, 
The God diſcover'd, and his Care confeft, 
Nature's high Birth her Heav'nly Beauties ſhows 
By ex'ry Feature ws the Tarent know, 


Th' ex- 
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Th' expanded Spheres amazing to the Sight, 

Magnificent with Stars and Globes of Light; 

The Glorious Orbs, which Heav'n's bright Hoſt 
compole, | 

Th' impriſon'd Sea, that reftleſs ebbs and flows; 

The fluctuating Fields of liquid. Air, 3 

With all the curious Meteors hov'ring there, 

And the wide Regions of the Land, proclaim 

The Pow'r Divine, that rais'd the mighty Frame. 


What Things ſoe'er are to an End referr'd, 
And in their Motions ſtill that End regard, 
Always the Fitneſs of the Means reſpect, 
Theſe as conducive chuſe, and thoſe reject, 
Muſt by a Judgment foreign and unknown 
Be guided to their End, or by their own. 

For to deſign an End, and to purſue 

That End by Means, and have it ſtill in View, 

Demands a Conſcious; Wiſe, Reflecting Cauſe, 

Which freely moves, and acts by Reaſon's Laws: 

That can Deliberate, Means elect, and find 

Their due Connexion with the End deſign'd. 

And ſince the World's wide Frame do's not include 

A Cauſe with ſuch Capacities endu'd ; 

Some other Cauſe o'er Nature muſt preſide / 

Which gave her Birth, and do's her Motions guide, 

And here behold the Cauſe, which God we name, 

The Source of Beings, and the Mind Supreme; 
3. Whoſe 


- 
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Whoſe perfect wiſdom, and whoſe prudent Care, 


With one Confed*rate Voice unnumber'd Worldi 
declare. Ve TI 


See how the Earth has gain'd that yery Place, 
Which of all others in the boundleſs Space 
Is moſt Convenient, and will beft conduce 
To the wiſe Ends requir'd for Nature's Uſe, 
You, who the Mind and Cauſe Supreme deny, 
Nor on his Aid to form the World rely, 
Muſt grant, had perfect Wiſdom been employ'd 
To find, thro' all th' Interminable Void, 4 
A Scat moſt proper, and which beſt became 
The Earth and Sea, it muſt have been the ſame, 


Now, who can this ſurprizing Fa& conceive, 
Who this Event Fortuitous believe, 
That the Brute Earth unguided ſhould embrace 
The only Uſeful, only Proper Place, 
Of all the Millions in the empty Space? 


( 


Could ſtupid Atomes with impetuous Speed 
By diff*rent Roads and adyerſe Ways proceed; 


From Regions oppoſite begin their Flight, Th 
That here they might Rencounter, nere Unite? Nwno 
What Charms could theſe Terreſtrial Yagrants ſe Aſſer 


In this one Point of all Immenſity, 


Tit 


Book I. CREATION. . 5 


That all th* enamour'd Troops ſhould thither flow! 

Did they its uſeful Situation know ? 

And when the Squadrons with a ſwift Career 7 

Had reach'd that Point, why did they ſettle there, 

When nothing check'd their flight, but Gulphs 
of Air; \ 

Since Epicurus and his Scholars ſay 

That unobſtructed Matter flies away, 

Ranges the Void, and knows not where to ſtay ? 


If you, ſagacious Sons of Art, pretend 
That by their Native Force they did deſcend, 
And ceas'd to move, when they had gain'd their 
End; 
That Native Force till you inlighten'd know, 
Can its myſterious Spring diſcloſe, and ſhow 
ow it's exerted, how it does impel, 


Your uninſtruftive Words no Doubt diſpel. 
We ask you, whence does Motive Vigour flow? 


Tou ſay the Nature of the Thing is ſo. 
But how does this relieve th' Enquirer's Pain? 
Or how the dark impulſive Power explain? 


The Atomiſts, who Skill Mechanic teach, 
Who boaſt their clearer ight, and deeper Reach» 
Aſſert their Atomes took that happy Seat, 
Determin'd thither by their inbred Weight; 


- 834 That 


on — — 
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That downward thro' the ſpacious Void they ſtrom 
To that one Point, from all the Parts above. 
Grant this Pofition true, tho Up and Down 
Are to a Space not limited unknown; 

Put ſince they ſay our Earth from Morn to Mon 
On its own Axis is oblig'd to- turn; 

That ſwift Rotation muſt diſpeiſe in Air 

All Things, which on the rapid Orb appear: 
And if no Pow'r that Motion ſhould controul, 
It muſt d'sjoynt and diſſipate the Whole: 

?Tis by Experience unconteſted found, 

Bodies Orbicular, when whyzling round, 

Still ſhake off all Things on their Surface plac'd, 
And to a diſtance from the Center caſt, 


If pondrous Atomes are ſo much in Love 
With this one Point, that all will thitzex move, 
Give them the Situation they defite ; 

But let us then, ye Sages, next enquire, 

What Cauſe of their Coheſion can you find ; 
What Pcops ſupport, what Chains the Fabrick bind? 
Why do not Beaſts that move, or Stones that ly 
Looſe on the Field, thro' diſtant Regions fly? 
Or why do Fragments, from a Mountain rent, 
Tend to the Earth, with ſuch a ſwift Deſcent? 


Thoſe who deſcribe this one determin'd Courke 
Of pondrous Things to Gravitating Foxce, 
Reefel 5 
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efer us to a Quality occult, 

ro ſenſeleſs Words, for which while they inſult 
ith juſt Contempt the famous Stagyrite, 

Their Schools ſhould bleſs the World with clearer 
Light. 

ome, the round Earth's Coheſion to ſecure,” 

or that hard Task employ Magnetic Pow'r. . 


Mon 


L: emark, ſay they, the Globe, with Wonder own - 
oul,. Nature, like the fam'd attractive Stone. 
his has its Axis, ſo th' Obſerver tells, 
{eridians, Poles, Aquator, Parallels. 
o the Terreſtrial Poles by conſtant Fate 
plac'd, MF h' obſequious Poles themſelves accommodate. 
nd when of this Poſition diſpoſſeſt 
hey move, and ſtrive, nor ever will they rc, 
ve ill their loy'd Situation they regain, 
move, lere pleas'd they ſettle, and anmov'd remain. 
nd ſhould you, ſo Experience does decide, 
to ſmall Parts the wondrous Stone divide, 
nd; en Thouſand of minuteſt Size expreſs 
ck bind he ſame Propenſion, which the large poſſeſs. 
that he ence all the Globe, (tis ſaid) we may conclude 
is fly? ith this prevailing Energy eadu'd. | 
tent, at this Attractive, this furprizing Stone 
cent ? as no peculiar Vertue of its on; 


othing, but what is Common to the whole, 
o Sides, to Axis, and to either Pole, 
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The mighty Magnet from the Center darts 
This ſtrong, tho? ſubtile Force, thro? all the Parts 

Its active Rays ej aculated thence, 

Irradiate all the wide Circumference. 

While ev'ry Part is in Proportion bleſt, 

And of its due attractive Pow'r poſleſt ; 
While adverſe ways the adverſe Atomes draw 
With the ſame ſtrength, by Nature's conſtant Ly 
Ballanc'd and fixt, they can no longer move; 
Thro' Gulphs immenſe no more unguided rove, 
If Cords are pull'd two adverſe Ways, we find 
The more we draw them, they the faſter bind. 
So when with equal Vigour Nature ſtrains, 
This way and that, theſe fine Mechanic Chain 


They fix the Earth, they Part to Part unite, Lane 
Preſerye their Structure, and prevent their Fligi “ fi 
Preſſure, they ſay, and Weight we muſt difown, hen 
As things Occult, by no Ideas known, N 


And on the Earth's Magnetic Pow'r depend. 
To fix its Seat, its Union to defend. 


her 
By th 
Can! 
Shoul 
0 ay, 

Who 

Does 
To gi 
In (ty 


if 
A 


Let us this fam'd Hypothefis ſurvey, 
And with attentive Thought remaxk the Way, 
How Earth's attractive Parts their Force diſplay.) 
The Maſs, tis ſaid, from its wide Boſom pout 
Toxrents of Atomes, and Eternal Show'rs 
Of fine Magnetic Darts, of Matter made 
So ſubtile, Marble they vith Eaſe pervade: 


( 
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Refin'd, and (next to Incorporeal) thin, 

ot by Auſonian Glaſſes to be ſeen. 

Theſe Emanations take their conſtant Flight 
Swift from the Earth, as from the Sun the Light; 
o a determin'd Diſtance they aſcend, 

nd there inflect their Courſe, and downward tend. 


a 
_ What can inſult unequal Reaſon more, 
We: Than this Magnetic, this Myſterious Pow'r? 
| Ae That Cords and Chains beyond Conception ſmalkh - 


Should gird and bind ſo faſt this mighty Ball: 
bat. ative Rays ſhould ſpring from ev'ry Part, 
nd tho? ſo ſubtile, ſhould ſuch Force exert ! 
That the Light Legions ſhould be ſent abroad, 
Range-all the Air, and traverſe ev'ry Road: 

o ſtated Limits ſhould Excurſions make, 

hen backward of themſelves their Journey take: 
Should in their Way to ſolid Bodies cling, 

nd home to Earth the Captive Matter bring a 
here all things, on its Surface ſpread, ate bound 
By their Coercive Vigour to the Ground! 

Can this be done without a Guide Divine? 
Should we to this Hypotheſis incline, 5 
Say, does not here conſpicuous Wiſdom ſuine? 
Who can enough Magnetic Force admire ? 
m 20 WD ocs it not Counſel and Deſign require. 
To give the. Earth this wond'rous Energy, 
In ſuch a Meaſure, ſuch a juſt Degree, 
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That it ſhould ſtill perform its deſtin'd Task, 
As Nature's Ends and various Uſes ask? 


For. ſhonld our Globe have had a greater Share 
Of this ſtrong Force, by which the Parts coherez 
Things had been bound by ſuch a pow'rful Chain, 
That All would fix'd and motionlets remain. 
All Men, like Statues, on the Earth would ſtand, 
Nor would they move the Foot, orſtretch the Hand. 
Birds would not range the Skies, nor Beaſts the 

Woods, — 8 | | 
Nor could the Fiſh divide the ſtiffen' d Floods. 
Again, had this ſtrange Energy been leſs, 
Defect had been as fatal as Exceſs. 

For want of Cement ſtrong enough to bind 
The structure faſt, huge Ribs of Rock disjoin'd 
Without an Earthquake, from their Baſe would 
ſtart, 
And Hills unhing'd from their deep Roots depart, 
And while our Orb perform'd its daily Race, 
All Beings found upon its ample Face, 
Would, by that Motion diſſipated, fly eitl 
W hirPd from the Globe, and ſcatter thro' the Sy hoſe 
They muſt Obedient to Mechanic Laws 
Aſſemble, where the ſtronger Magnet draws; . 
Whether, the Sun that ſtronger Magnet proves, 
Oc elſe ſome Planet's Orb, har nearer moves. 


Wh 
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who can unfold the Cauſe that does recall 
agnetic Rays, and make them backward fall? | 
theſe Effluvia, which do upward tend, E 
cauſe leſs heavy than the Air, aſcend ; "= 
hy do they ever from their Height retreat, £7 
nd why return to ſeek their Central Seat? 4 
om the ſame Cauſe, ye Sons of Art, deelare ; 


Rand, Ian they by turns deſcend, and riſe in Air? a 
Hand, WWodigious tis, that one attractive Ray 1 
ſts the Mould this way bend, the next an adverſe. Way; * 


or ſhould th* unſeen Magnetic Jets deſcend. | 
Il the ſame Way, they could not gain their End: : 
hey could. not draw. and bind the Fabrick faſt, . 1 
uleſs alike. they ev'ry Part embrac d. I 


How does Carteſius all his Sinews ſtrain, . 19 
ow much he labours, and how much in vain, 
he Earth's Attractive Vigour to explain? 

depart, bis bold Contriver tus his Thoughts conveyss- - 


ice, aceſſant Streams of thin Magnetic Rays 
uſb from their Fauntains, with impetuous Porce, 
either Pole, then take-an. adverſe Courſe : 
che Sky boſe from the Southern Pole, the Northern ſeek ; | 
he Southern thoſe, that from the Northern break: | 
WS; either Pole theſe Rays emitted meet 
oves, mall Pores provided, for their Figures fit: 
11 to and fro they Circulating paſs, 


01d all the Frame, and firmly bind the Maſs. 
| Thus- 


- wn 
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Thus he the Parts of Earth from Flight reſtrainz, 
And girds it faſt by fine Imagin'd Chains, 


But oh! how dark is human Reaſon found, 
How vain the Man, with Wit and Learniny 


| crown'd ; Le 
How feeble all his Strength, when he Eſſays. Till 1 
To trace dark Nature, and detect her Ways, * 
Unleſs he calls its Author to his Aid, To e 
Who ev'ry ſecret Spring of Motion laid; ae 
Who over all his wondrous Works preſides, hey 
And to their Uſeful Ends their Cauſes guides). RP 
Theſe Paths in vain are by Enquirers trod prodi 
There's no Philoſophy without a God. REV 
Admir'd carieſius, let the Curious know, = 
MW your Magnetic Atomes always flow { 
From Pole to Pole, what form'd their double And 
Source, To h 
What ſpurr'd, what gave them their inflecteſ por t 
Courſe. 8 Whic 
Tell, what could drill and perforate the Poles, 
And to th' attractive Rays adapt their Holes? Be 


A Race ſo long what prompts them to purſue? Wn; . 
Have the Blind Troops th' Important End in view Who 
How ate they ſure they in the Poles ſhall meet Fron 
Poxes of a Figure to theix Figure fit? Thro 
And 
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Are they with ſuch Sagacity endu'd 
To know, if this their Jonrney be purſu'd, 
They ſhall the Earth's Conſtructure cloſely bind. 
And to the Center keep the Parts confin'd.. © 
. a ö 
/ 
Let us review this whole Magnetic Scheme, 
Till wiſer Heads a wiſer Model frame. 
or Earth's Formation let fit Atomes ſtart, - 
To one determind Point, from ev'ry Part. 
Encount' ring there from Regions oppoſite 
They claſh, and interrupt each other's Flight; 
And Rendezyouſing with an adverſe Courſe, 
Produce an equal Poiſe, by equal Force: 
or while the Parts by Laws Magnetic act, 
nd are at once attracted and attract: 
While match'd in Strength 92 _ the doubs+ 
ful Field, 
And neither overcome, and neither yield, 
Te happy Purpoſe they their Vigour ſpend, 5 


17 


For theſe Contentions in the Balance end, 
Which muſt in liquid Air the Globe ſuſpend. 


Beſides Materials which are Brute and Blind. 
Did not this Work require a Knowing Mind? 
Who for the Task ſhould fit Detachments chuſe - 
From all the Atomes,. which their Hoſt diffuſe 
Thro' the wide Regions of the Boundleſs Space, 
And for their Rendezvous appoint the Place. 
Whe- 


a. 
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Who ſhould command, by his Almighty Ned, 

' Theſe choſen. Troops, unconſcious of the Road, 
And unacquainted with th' appointed End, 
Their Marches ta begin, and thither tend; 
Direct them all to take the neareſt Cay, 
Whence none of all th'unnumber d Millions ſtray: 
Make them advance with ſuch an equal Pace, ; 


From all the adverſe Regions of the Space, 
That they at once ſhould reach the deftin'd Place ; 
Should muſter there, and round the Center ſwarm, 
And draw together in a Globous Form. 


Of adverſe Parts, their mutual Flight is ſtaid; 
That thus the whole is in a Balance laid; 
Does it not all Mechanic Heads confound, 

That Troops of Atomes, from all Parts —_— 
Of equal Number, and of equal Force, 

Should to this ſingle Point direct their Courſe z- 
That ſo the: Counter-preflure ev'ty way, 


Grant, that'by mutual Oppoſition made 5 


Of equal Vigour, might their. Motions ſtay, 
And, by a ſteady Poiſe, the whole in Quiet lay? 


Beſides, the Structure of the Earth regard: 
For Firmneſs how is all its Frame prepar'd? 


With what amazing Skill is the vaſt Building 
rear d? 


Metal 


$ . 


. , < 
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Metals and Veins of ſolid Stone are found 

The chief Materials, which. the Globe compound, 
See, how the Hills, which high in Air aſcend, 
From Pole to Pole their lofty Lines extcad. 


tray: Theſe ſtrong unſhaken Mounds reſiſt the Shocks. 
e, Of Tides and Seas tempeſtuous, while the Rocks 

| ö That ſecret in a long continu'd Vein 

ce; Paſs thro? the Earth, the pondrous Pile ſuſtain: 


Theſe mighty Girders, which the Fabrick bind, 
heſe Ribs robuſt and vaſt, in Order joyn' d; 
Theſe ſubterranean Walls diſpos d with Art, 

ch Strength, and ſuch Stability impart, 

hat Storms above, and Earthquakes under ground: 
Break not the Pillars, nor the Work confound. 


Give to the Earth a Form Orbicular, 
et it be pois d, and hung in Ambient Air; 


ſez ue it the +ituarion to the Sun 
Such as is only fit; when ti:is is done, 
| Suppoſe it ſtill remain d a lazy Heap; 
y2Y. rom what we grant you no Advantage reap. 


ou either muſt the Earth from Reſt diſturb, 
Or roll around the Beav'ns the Solar Orb. 
Elſe what a dreadful Face will Nature wear? 
ow horrid will thefe loneſome Seats appear? 


n 
his ne'er would ſee one kind refreſhing Ray; 
hat would be ruin'd, but a different way, 

tal ICondemn' d to Light, and curs d with endleſs Day. 
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A cold Iſlandian Deſart one would grow, 
One, like Sicilian Furnaces, would glow. 


or 11 
divine 
e 50 


That Nature may this fatal Error ſhun, by 
Move, which will pleaſe you beſt, the Earth or Sun, 


Bur, ſay, from what great Builder's Magazines ove 
Yow'll Engines fetch, what ſtrong, what vaſt M. ben 
chines 


Will you employ to give this Motion Birth, 
And whirle ſo ſwiftly round the Sun or Earth! 
Ye learned Heads, by what Mechanic Laws 
Will you of either Orb this Motion cauſe? 
Why do they move? why in 2 Circle? why 
With ſuch a Meaſure of Velocity? | 
Say, why the Earth, if not the Earth, the Sum 
Does thro? his winding Road the Zodiack run? 
Why do revolving Orbs their Tracks ſublime 
8o conftant keep, that ſiuce the Birth of Time 
They never vary'd their accuſtom d Place, 
Nor loſt a Minute in ſo long a Race? 


But hold, perhaps I rudely preſs too far; 
Tou are not verſt in Reas' ning ſo ſevere. 
To a firſt Queſtion your Reply's at hand; 
Ask but a ſecond, and you ſpeechleſs ſtand. 
Tou ſwim a-top, and on the Surface ſtrive, 
But zo the Depths of Nature never dive: 


Fac 
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or if you did, inſtructed you'd explore 

divine Contrivance, and a God adore. 

e Sons of Art, one curious Piece deviſe, 

tom whoſe Conſtructure Motion ſtall "ariſe. 
achines, to all Philoſophers *tis known, 

ove by a Foreign Impulſe, not their own, 

hen let Gaſſendus chuſe what Frame he pleaſe; 
y which to turn the Heav'nly Orbs with Eaſe z 
hoſe Orbs muſt reſt, *till by th* exerted Force 
df ſome firſt Mover they begin their Courſe ; 
cer Diſpoſition, meer Mechanic Art, 

an never Motion to the Globes itfipart : 

nd if they could, the Marks of wiſe Deſign 

In that Contrivance would conſpicuous ſhine, 
Theſe Queſtions till recur, we ſtill demand, 
What moves them firſt, and puts them off at Hand 
What makes them this one way their Race direct, 
While they a thouſand other ways zejedt? 

Why do they never once their Courſe infle@? 
Why do they roll with ſuch an equal-Pace, 
And to a Moment ſtill perform their. Race? 
Why Earth or Sun Diurnal Stages keep? 

In ſpical Tracks why thro' the Zodiack creep? 
Who can account for this, unleſs they ſay 
Theſe Orbs th' eternal Mind's Command obey, 
Who bad them move, did all their Motions guide, 
To each its deftin'd Province did divide; 


Which. 
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Which to compleat he gave them Motive Poy' 
That ſhall, as long as he does Will, cadure} 


Thus we the Frame of Nature have expreſt; 
Now view the Earth in finiſh'd Beauty dreſt: 
The various Scenes, which various Charms difply 
Thro all th' extended Theater ſurvey. 


See how ſublime th' uplifted Mountains riſe, 
And with their pointed Heads invade the Skies 
How the high Cliffs their craggy Arms extend, 
Piſtinguiſh States, and ſever'd Realms defend; 
How ambient Shores confine the reſtleſs Deep, 
And in their ancient Bounds the Billows keep; 
The hollow Vales their ſmiling Pride unfold; 
What rich Abundance do their Boſoms hold? 
Regard their lovely Verdure, raviſh'd view | 
The ſpringing Flow'rs of various. cent and Hi 
Not Eaſtern Monarchs, on their Nuptial Day 
In dazling Gold and Purple thine ſo gay 
As the bright Natives of th' unlabour'd Field; 

 VUnverſt in Spinning, and in Looms unskilld, 
Sec, how the rip'ning Fruits the Gardens crow: 
Imbibe the Sun, and make his Light their own 
See the ſweet Brooks in Silver Mazes creep, 
Enrich the Meadows, and ſupply the Deep; 
While from their weeping Urns the Fountains flow, 
Aud Vital Moiſture, where they paſs, beſtow. 
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dure} mire the narrow Stream, and ſpreading Lake, 
e proud alpiring' Grove, and bumble Brake: + 

do the Foreſts and the Woods delight? 

w the ſweet Glades and Openings charm the 

Sight? 

ſerve the pleaſant Lawn, and airy Plain, 

e fertile Furrows rich with various Grain; 

w uſeful all? how all conſpire to grace 

extended Earth, and beautiſie her Face? 

ow, ſee, with how much Art the Parts are made g 

ith how much Wiſdom are the Strata laid, 

differeht Weight, and of a diffetent Kind, 

ſundry Forms, for ſundry Ends deſign'd? 

re in their Beds the. finiſh'd Minerals reſt, 

ere the rich Wombs the Seeds of Gold digeſt, 

re in fit Moulds, to Indian Nations known, 

e caſt the ſeveral kinds of precious Stone; 

te Diamond here, by mighty Monarchs warn, 


3 d; ir, as the Star that uſhers in the Morn 
ilPd ere, ſplendid by the Sun's embody'd Ray, 


e beauteous Rubie does its Light diſplay, 
ere Matble's various colour'd Veins are ſpreads 
re of Bitumen unctious Stores are bred. 


oy 4 hat Skill on all its Surface is beſtow'd, 

ins fon make the Earth for Man a fit Abode? 

now, Ne upper Moulds, with active. Spirits ſtor'd, 
Admitnd rich in verdant Progeny, afford 


The 
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The flow 'ry Paſture, and the ſhady u o 
To Men their Fhyſick, and. to Beaſts theig Food 


Proceed yet farther, and a Proſpect take 
Of the ſwift Stream, and of the ſtanding Lake. 
Had not the Deep been form'd, that might cont 
All the Collected Treaſures of the Main, 
The Earth had ſtill o'crwhelm'd with Water ſtool 
To Man an uninhabitable Flood. 52 
Yet had not Part as kindly ſtaid behind, 

In the wide Ciſterns of the Lakes confin'd, 

Did not the Springs and Rivers drench the Lan 
Our Globe would grow a Wilderneſs off Sand; 
The Plants and Groves, the tame and ſavage Beak 
And Man, their Lord, would die with Droug| 

oppreſt. % „ 611 
Now, as you ſee, the floating Element 
Part looſe in Streams, part in the Ocean pen. 
So wiſely is diſpos'd, as may conduce 
To Man's Delight, or neceſſary Uſe. The 

See how the Mauntains in the midft divide The 
The nobleſt Regions, that from either ſide 
The Streams, which to the Hills their Currents' 

owe, | : 
May ev'ry way along the Vally flow, 
And verdant Wealth on all the Soil beſtds,  » 


1 
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od, o Atlas, and the Mountains of the Moon, 

eic Fool rom, Nah to-Sourhig lofty Ridges run - 
Thro' Africk Realms, whence falling Waters lays 

ake - n' inferior Regions with a winding Wave. 

g Lake, hey various Rivers give to various Soil, 


ht conti ig / to Guinea. and to Egype Nile. 

| o from the tow' ring: Alps, on different ace" 
iter ook idolving Snows deſcend in num'rous Tides, 
hich in the Vale beneath their Parties joyn 


2: S 


d, To form the Rhone, the Danube, and the * : 
n'd, $0 Caucaſn:, aſpiring Taurus ſo, 
the L and fam'd Imass, ever white with Snow, 


Sand; Arhro' Eaſtern Climes their lofty Heads extend, 
rage Beal nd this and that way ample Currents fend: 

h Droug thouſand Rivers make their crooked Way, 

nd diſembogue their Floods into the Sea; 
hence ſhovid they ne' er by ſecret Roads retire, 


in pen nd to the Hills, from w ence they came, aſpire; 


hey by their conſtant Streams would ſo encreaſe 

The watry Stores, and raiſe ſo high the Seas, 

That the wide Hollow would not long contain 

Tb' unequal Treaſures of the ſwelling Main: 

Scorning the Mounds which now its Tide with- 
ſtand, 

The Sea would paſs the Shores, and drown the 
Land. „ 
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Bc 

Tell, by what Paths, what ſubterranean Ways, An 
Back to the Fountain's' Head the Sea convey vl To 
The refluent Rivers, and the Land repays. Th 
Tell, what ſuperior, what controuling Cauſe Tr: 
Makes Waters in contempt of Nature's Laws, Th 
Climb up, and gainth* aſpiring Mountain's heigt *** 
Swift and forgetful of their Native Weight. hog 
What happy Works, what Engines under Groun Th 
What Inſtruments of curious Art are found, Ro 
which muſt with everlaſting Labour play, wa 
Back to their Springs the Rivers to convey, . 
And keep their Correſpondence with the Seal .., 

Perhaps you'll ſay, their Streams the Kivers out we. 
In part to Rain, in part to melting Snow; The 
And that th' attracted watry Vapours rife _ 


From Lakes and Seas, and fill the lower Skies: Wh: 
Theſe when condens'd the airy Region pours BY 
On the dry Earth in Rain, or gentle Show's, The 


Th' inſinuating Drops fink thro' the Sand, Mu 
And paſs the porous Strainers of the Land: And 
Which freſh Supplies of liquid Riches bring All 
To ev'ry River's Head, to each exhauſted Spring. wh: 
The Streams are thus, their Loſſes to repair, Spre 
Back to their Source tranſmitted thro? the Air, Yet 


The Waters ſtill their circling Courſe maintain, Nro 
Flow down in Rivers, and return in Rain, 


And 


- 
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And on the Soil with Heat immoderate dr)'d, 
To which the Rain's pure Treaſures are deny'd, 
The Mountains more ſublime in Ether riſe, 
Transfix the Clouds, and tow'r amidſt the Skies: 
The ſnowy Fleeces, which cheir Heads involve, 
Still ſtay in part, and ſtill in part diſlolye. 
Torrents and loud impetuous Cataralts 
Thro' Roads abrupt aud rude unfaſhion d Tracts 
Roll down the lofty Mountain's channell'd ſides, 
And to the Vale convey their foaming Tides. 
At length, to make their various Currents one, 
The Congregated Floods together run. 
Theſe Confluent Streams make ſome great River's 
Head, 
By Stores till melting and deſcending fed. 
Thus from th' aſpiring Mountains of the Moon 
Diſſolving Treaſures ruſh in Torrents down; 
Which paſs the Sun-burnt Realms and ſandy Soil, 
And bleſs th' Egyptian Nation with their Nile: 
Then whoſoe'er his ſecret Riſe would know, 
Muſt climb the Hills, and trace his Head in Snow. 
And tho? the Rhine, the Darube and the Rhone, 
All ample Rivers of our milder Zone, 
While they advance along the Flats and Plains, 
Spread, by the Show'ts augmented, and the Rains; 
Yet theſe their Source and firſt Beginning owe 
T0 stores, that from the Alpine Mountains flow. 


C Hence, 


_ — 
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Hence, when the Snows in Winter ceaſe to weep, 
And undiſſolv'd their flaky Texture keep, 

The Banks with eaſe their humble Streams contain, 
Which ſwell in Summer, and thoſe Banks diſdain, 
Be this Account allow'd, ſay, do not here 

The Impreſſions of Conſummate Art appear! 


I 
In ev*ry ſpacious Realm a riſing Ground, \ 
Obſervers tell, is in the Middle found ; 7 
That all the Streams, which flow from either ſide, 1 
May thro' the Valleys unobſtructed glide. 4 
What various Kingdoms does the Danube laye, B 
Before the Euxine Sea receives its Wave? N 
How many Nations of the Sun-burnt Soil D. 
Does Niger bleſs? how many drink the Nile? In 
Thro' what vaſt Regions near the riſing Sun 
Does Indus, Ganges, and Hydaſpes run? i 
What happy Empires, wide Euphrates, team, Ne 
And pregnant grow by thy prolifick Stream U 
How many ſpacious Countries does the Rhine An 
In winding Banks, and Mazes ſerpentine, W 
Traverſe, before he ſplits in Beleia's Plain, To 
And loſt in Sand creeps to the German Main? Fir 
Floods which thro' Indiau Realms their Coutſe In! 
purſue, Wh 
That Mexico enrich, and waſh Peru, Th; 
With their unwearied Streams yet farther paſs, Wh, 
Before they reach tae Sea, and end their Race. Whe 


And 
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And ſince the Rivers and the Floods demand, 
For their Deſcent, a prone and ſinking Land, 
Does not this due Declivity declare 

A wiſe Director's providential Care? 


See, how the Streams advancing to the Main 
Thro* crooked Channels draw theit Chryſtal Train. 
While lingring thus they in Meanders glide, 

They ſcatter verdant Life on either ſide. 

The Valleys ſmile, and with their flowry Face 
And wealthy Births confeſs the Floods embrace. 
But this great Bleſling would in part be loſt, 

Nor would the Meads their blooming Plenty boaſt, 
Did uncheck'd Rivers draw their fluid Train 

In Lines direct, and rapid ſeek the Main. 


The Sea does next demand our View; and the 
* 

No leſs the Marks of perfect skill appear. | 
When firſt the Atomes to the Congreſs came, 
And by their Concourſe form'd the mighty Frame, 
What did the Liquid to th' Aſſembly call, 
To give their Aid to form the pond'rous Ball! 
Firſt, tell us, why did any come? next, why 
In ſuch a diſproportion to the Dry ? 
Why were the Moiſt in Number ſo outdone, 
That to a Thouſand Dry, they are but one? 
When they united, and together clung, 
When uudiſtinguiſh'd in one Heap they kung, 


C 2 | | How 
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How was the Union broke, the Knotunty'd, 
W hat did th' entangled Elements divide? 
Why did the Moiſt disjoyn'd, without reſpect 
To their leſs Weight, the loweſt Seat ele&? 
Could they diſpenſe to lye below the Land, 

With Nature's Law, and unrepeaPd Command; 

Which gives to lighter Things the greateſt height, 

And Seats Inferior to Superior Weight? 

Did they foreſee, unleſs they lay fo low, 

The reſtleſs Flood the Land would overflow, 

By which the Delug*d Earth would uſeleſs grow? 

What, but a Conſcious Agent, could provide 
The ſpacious Hollow, where the Waves reſide? 

Where barred with Rock, and fenc'd with ills, 

the Deep | | 

Does in its Womb the Floating ln keep; 

And all the raging Regiments reſtrain 

In ſtated Limits, that the ſwelling Main 

May not in Triumph o'er the Frontier ride, 
And thro' the Land licentious ſpread its Tide? 

What other Cauſe the Frame could ſo contrive, 
That when tempeſtuous Winds the Ocean driye, 

They cannot break the Tye, nor diſunite 

The Waves, which roll Connected in their flight? 
Their Bands, tho* ſlack, no Diflolution fear, 

Th' unſever'd Parts the greateſt Preſſure bear, 


Tho' looſe, and fit to flow, they ſtill cohere. 


T his 


Sin 


Ws 
row? 
ide 
ſide? 
h Hills, 


8 keep; 
e, 
Tide? 
ntrive, 


drive, 


flight! 


ear, 
car, 
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This apt, this wiſe Contexture of the Sea, 
Makes it the Ships driv'n by the Winds obey; 
Whence hardy Merchants Sail from S1oar to Shoar, 
Bring India's Spices Home, and Guinea's Oar. 


When you with Liquid Stores have fill'd the 
Deep, 

What does the Flood from Putrefaction keep? 
Shou:d it lye Stagnant in its ample Seat, 
The Sun would thro? it ſpread Deſtructive Heat. 
The Wiſe Contriver on his End intent, 
Careful this fatal Exror to prevent, 
And keep the Waters from Corruption free, 
Mixt them with Salt, and Seaſon'd all the Sea. 
What other Cauſe could this Effect produce? 
The Brackiſh Tincture thro' ti e Main diffuſe? 
You, who to Solar Beams this Task aſſign, 
To ſcald the aves, and turn the Tide to Brine, 
Reflect, th at all rhe Fluid Stores which ſleep 
In the remoteſt Caverns of the Deep, 


Have of the Briuy Force a greater Share, 


Than t oſe above, that meet the Ambient Air, 
Others, but oh how much in vain! ecect 
Mountains of Salt, the Ocean to infect. 
Who, vers'd in Nature, can deſcribe tue Land, 
Or fix the Place on which thoſe Mountains ſtand? | 
Why have thoſe Rocks ſo long unwaſted ſtood, 
Since, laviſh of their Stock, they thro' the Flood, 
C 3 Have 
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Have, Ages paſt, their melting Chryſtal ſpread, 
And with their Spoils the Liquid Regions fed? 


Let more, the Wiſe Contriver did provide, 
To keep the Sea from ſtagnating, the Tide; 


Which now we ſee advance, and now ſubſide. 
If you exclude this great Directing Mind, 1 
Declare what Cauſe of this Effect you find. B: 
You who this Globe round its own Axis drive, b, 
From that Rotation this Event derive : 


You ſay, the Sea, which with unequal pace, £ 
Attends the Earth in this its rapid Race, F 
Does with its Waves fall backward to the Weſt, Y 
And thence repell'd, advances to the Eaſt: d 
While this revolving Motion does indure, 

The Deep muſt reel, and ruſh from Shoar to Shoar, 
Thus to the Setting; and the rifing San; 
Alternate Tides in ſtated Order run. | 

Th' Experiments you bring us, to explain 

This Notion, are impertinent and yain. 

An Orb or Ball round its own Axis whirl; 

Will net the Motion to a diſtance hurl 
Whatever Duſt or Sand you on it place, 

And Drops of Water from its Convex Face? 

If this Rotation does the Seas affect, 

The rapid Motion rather would eject 

The Stores, the low Capacious Caves contain, 
And from its ample Baſin caſt the Main 

Aloft 


e? 


Aloft 
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Aloft in Air would make the Ocean fly, 
And daſh its ſcattet' d Waves againſt the Sky. 


If you, to ſolve th' Appearance, have recourſe 
To the bright Sun's, or Moon's impulſive Force; 
Do you, who call for Demonſtration, tell 
How diftant Orbs ti' Obedient Flood impel. 

This ſtrong Myſterious Influence explain, 

By which, to ſwell tne Wares, they preſs rhe Main. 
But if you chuſe Magnetic Pow'r, and ſay 

Taoſe Bodies by Attraction move the Sea; 

Till with new Light you make this Secret known, 
And tell us how e' tis by Attraction done, 

You leave the Mind in Darkneſs ſtill involv'd, 
Nor have you, like Philoſophers, reſolv'd 

The Doubts, which we to Reas'ning Men refer, 
But with a Cant of Words abuſe the Ear. 


Thoſe, who aflert the Lunar Orb preſides 
O'er Rumid Bodies, and the Ocean guides: 
Whoſe Waves obſequious ebb, or ſwelling run 
With the declining or increaling Moon; 
With Reaſon ſeem her Empire to maintain, 
As Miſtreſs of the Rivers and the Main. 
Perhaps her active Influences cauſe 
Tu' alternate Flood, and give the Biilow Laws; 
The Waters ſeem her Orders to obey, 
Aud ebb and flow, determin'd by hes Sway. 

C 4 | Grant 
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Grant that the Deep this foteign Sovereign owns, 
That mov'd by her it this and that way runs. 
Say, by what Force ſhe makes the Ocean ſwell, 


Does ſhe attract the Waters, or impell ? 

How does ſhe rule the rolling Waves, and guide 
By fixt and conſtant Laws, the reſtleſs Tide? 
Why does the dart her Force to that degree, 

As gives ſo juſt a Motion to the Sea, 

That it ſhould flow no more, no more retire, 
Than Nature's various uſeful Ends require ? 

A Mind Supream you therefore mult approve, 
Whoſe high Command caus'd Matter firſt to move: 
Who ſtill preſerves its Courſe, and with reſpe& 
To his wiſe Ends, all Motion does dire&. 


He to the Silver Moon this Province gave, JJ 
And fixt her Empire o'er the Briny Wave: 1 
Endu'd her with ſuch juſt Decrees of Pow'r, m 
As might his Aims and wiſe Deſigns procure: 1 
Might agitate and work the troubled Deep, d; 
And rolling Waters from Corruption keep 24 
But not impell them o'er their Bounds of Sand, Pi 


Nor force the waſtful Deluge o'er the Land. 
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BOOK II. 
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The ARGUMENT. 

be Introduction. The numerous and im- 
portant Bleſſings of Religion. The Ex- 
:ſlence of a God Demonſtrated from the 
Wiſdom and Deſign which appear inthe 
Motiuns of the Heavenly Orbs; but 
more particularly in the Solar Syſtem. 
I. In the Si: uation of the Sun, and its 
due Diſtance from the Earth; The fa- 
zal Conſequences of its having: been 
plac'd otherwiſe than itim. I In its 
Drurnal Motion, whence the Change 
of Day and Night proceeds: Then in 
its Annual Motion, whence ariſe the 
different Degrees of Heat and Cola. 
The Confinement of the Sun between 
the Tropicks, not to be accounted for, by 


any 
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any Philoſophical Hypotheſis. The Di. 
-ficulties the ſame, ij the Earth Move 
and the Sun Reſts, The Spring of the 
Sun's Motion, not to be explain'd by 
any irreligious rey The Con. 
templation of the Solar Light, and the 
Jes made of it for the End propos 
The Appearances in the Solar Syſten 
not to be ſolvd, but hy aſſerting a God, 
The Syſtems of Ptolomy, Copernicuy, 
Tycho Brahe and Kepler conftder'd, 
The Solar Syſtem deſcrib'd and compar 
with the fix d Stars, which are ſuppos'd 
Centers of the like Syſtems.. Ke fleck. 
ons on that Compariſon, The Hype- 
theſis of Epicurus, in relation to the 


Motion of the Sun. Wiſdom and De. 
fign dijcover'd in the Air; in its uſeful | 
Strudure, its Elaſticity, its varion . 
Meteors; the Wind, the Rain, Than A 
der and Lightning. A ſhort Contem: a 
pPlation of the Vegetable Kind. 4 
| | | Fr 

W 

W 

of 


Book Il. CREATION. 35 


On Z — . 


mg 
* 


Syſtem brought ; 
2 Then War with Heav'n he did in- 


5 r ſulting wage, 
v4 eh 4 — 4 brcat'd againſt the Gods 
"Hibs immortal Rage: 
20 the See, he exclaims, the Source of all our W oe! 
1 De. Our Fears and Suff' rings from Religion flow. 


EA ES? We grant, a Train of Miſchiefs oft proceeds 
Th From Superſtitious Rites and Penal Creeds 
6 But view Religion in her Native Charms, 
Diſperfing Bleſſings with indulgent Arms, 
From her fair Eyes what heav'nly Rays are ſpread ?- 
What blooming Joys ſmile round her bliſsful Head? 


.outem 


Offspring Divine ! by thee we bleſs the Cauſe, 

CA. Who form'd the World, and rules it by his Laws; 
| His Independent Being we adore, 

Txtoll his Goodneſs, and tevete his Pow'r.. 


Our 


36 CREATION. Bookll, 


Our wondring Eyes his high Perfe&ions view, 
The lofty Contemplation we purſue, 
*Till raviſh'd we the great Idea find, 

Shining in bright Impreſſions on our Mind. 


Inſpir'd by thee, Gueſt of celeſtial Race, 0 
With generous Love, we Human- kind embrace; Att 
We Provocations unprovok'd receive, The 
Patient of Wrong, and eaſie to forgive; Hur 
Protect the Orphan, plead the Widow's Cauſe, Col 
Nor deviate from the Line unerring Juſtice draws, No. 

3 3 But 

Thy Luſtre, bleſt Effulgence, can difpell Noi 
The Clouds of Error, and the Gloom of Hell; See, 
Can to the Soul impart Etherial Light, Her 
Give Life Divine and Intellectual Sight: Ane 

Before our raviſh'd Eyes thy Beams diſplay, Pref 

The opening Scenes of Bliſs, and endleſs Day's ; 
By which incited we with Ardour riſe, St 
Scorn this inferior Ball, and claim the Skies. Thy; 
| DF + Whc 

Tyrants to Thee a: Change of Nature owe, Wit! 
Break all their Tortures, and indulgent grow. Ti 
Ambitious Conquerors in theix mad Career, And 
Check'd by thy Voice, lay down the Sword and Plea 

Spear. Of; 
The boldeſt Champions of Impiety, Such 


Scornful of Heav'n, ſubdu'd or won by Thee, 
Before thy hallow'd Altars bend the Knee, 
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71ew, Looſe Wits, made Wiſe, a publick Good gecome, 
* The Sons of Pride an humble Mien aſſume, 
The Profligate, in Morals grow ſevere, 


2 Defcauders juſt, and Sycophants ſincere. 
D * 
With amorous Language, and bewitching Smiles, 
Attractive Airs, and all the Lover's Wiles, 
The fair Egyptian Jacob's Son careſt, 
Hung on his Neck, and languiſh'd on his Breaſt. 


uſe, Courted with Freedom now the beauteous Slave, 
draws, Now flatt'ring ſued, and threatning now did rave; 
But not the various Eloquence of Love, 

Nor Power enrag'd could his fix'd Virtue move. 
Hell; See, aw'd by Heav'n, the blooming Hebrew flies 
| Her artful Tongue, and more perſuaſive Eyes: 

And ſpringing from her diſappointed Arms, 
, refers a Dungeon to forbidden Charms. 
Day; ö | 

| ftedfaſt in Virtue's and his Country s Cauſe, 
es. Th' illuſtrious Founder of the Fewi/h Laws, 

4 Who, taught by Heav'n, at genuine Greatneſs aim'd, 
ve, With worthy Pride Imperial Blood diſclaim'd. 
OW. Ti alluring Hopes of Phare's Throne reſign'd, 
And the vain Pleaſures of a Court declin'd, 

I and Pleas'd with obſcure Receſs, to caſe the Pains 
Of Facob's Race, and break their Servile Chains. 
Such generous Minds are form'd, where bleſs Reli 
e, Sion reigns. 
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Contemplate all this Conduct and Deſign, 


No Worlds o'erturn'd, cruſh this terreſtrial Ball. 
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Ye Friends of Epicurus, look around, 
All Nature view with marks of Prudence crown'd, 
Mind the wiſe Ends, which proper Means promote; 
See how the diff*rent Parts for diffrent Uſe ats 
wrought 3. 


Then own, and praiſe th' Artificer Divine. 


Regard the Orbs ſublime in Æther born, 
Which the blue Regions of the Skies adorn; 
Compar'd with whoſe Extent, this low hung Ball 
Shrunk to a Point, is deſpicably ſmall: 

Their Number, counting thoſe th' unaided Eye 
Can ſee, or by invented Tubes deſcry, 
With thoſe which in the adverſe Hemiſphere, 
Or near each Pole to Lands remote appear, 
The wideſt ſtretch of Human Thought exceeds; 
And in th' attentive Mind Amazement breeds: 
While theſe ſo numerous, and ſo vaſt of ſize, 
In various ways roll thro' the trackleſs Skies; 
Thro* croſſing Roads perplext and intricate, 
Perform their Stages, and their Rounds repeat; 
None by Colliſion from their Courſe are driv'n, 
No Shocks, no Conflicts break the Peace of Heav'n. 
No ſhatter'd Globes, no glowing Fragments fall, 


In beauteous Order all the Orbs advance, 
Aud. in their mazy complicated. Dance, 


Not. 


ok II. 


rown'd, 
Omote ; 
fe are 
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Not in one part of all the Pathleſs Sky 
Did any ever halt, or ſtep awry. 


When twice ten thouſand Men depriv'd of Sight, 
To ſome wide Vale direct their Footſteps right; 


Shall there a. various figur'd Dance eſſay, 
Move by juſt Steps, and meaſur'd Time obey; 
Shall croſs each other with unerring Feet, 
Never miſtake their Place, and never meet : 
Nor ſhall in many, Years the leaſt decline 


* 


From the ſame Ground, and the ſame winding Line: 


Then may in various Roads the Otbs above, 
Without a Guide, in perfect Concord move; 
Then Beauty, Order, and Harmonious Laws. 
May not requite a. Wiſe Directing Cauſe. 


See, how th' Indulgent Father of the Day | 


At ſuch due Diſtance does his Beams diſplay, | 


That he his Heat may give ta Sea and Land, 
In juſt degrees, as all their Wants demand. 
But had he in th' unmeaſurable Space 

Of Ather, choſen a remoter Place; 


For Inſtance, pleas'd with that Superior Seat 
Where Saturn, or where Jeve their Courſe repeat: 


Or had he happen'd farther. yet to lye, 

In tue more diſtant Quarters of the Sky, 
How ſad, how wild, how exquiſite a Scene 
Qt Deſolation, had his Planet been? 


Inſtead of Golden Fruits, the Garden's Pride, 
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A waſtful, cold, untrodden Wilderneſs, 

The gloomy Haunts of Horror and Diſtreſs, 

Inſtead of Woods, which crown the Mountain's 
Head, 

And the gay Honours of the verdant Mead; 


By genial Show'rs, and ſolar Heat ſupply'd, 

Tflandian Cold, and Hyperborean Snows, _ 

Eternal Froſt, with Ice that never flows, 

Unſufferable Winter, had defae'd 

Earth's blooming Charms, and made a Batren 
Waſte. | 

No mild Indulgent Gales would gently bear, 

On their ſoft Wings, ſweet Vapours thro” the Air, 

The Balmy Spoils of Plants, and fragrant Flow'rs, 

Of Aromatick Groves, and Mirtle BOW 's, 

Whoſe odoriferous Exhalations fan 

The Flame of Life, and recreate Beaſt and Man, 

But Storms, ev'n worſe than vex Norwegian Waves, 

Than breed in Scythia's Hills, or Lapland Caves, 


Would thro? this bleak Terreſtrial Deſart blow, tur! 


Glaze it with Ice, or whelm it o'er with Snow, nd | 
8 N ow £ 

Or had the Sun, by like unhappy Fate, | icht 
Elected to the Earth a nearer Seat, 7 beir 
His Beams had cleft the Hill, the Vally dry'd, Nr 
Exhal'd the Lake, and drain'd the briny Tide, e 
1 pa dlac 


A 
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Heat, ſuperior far to that which broils 
"ndo, or Sumatra, Indian Iſles; 
han that which ripens Gminea's Golden Oar, 
dr burns the Lybian Kind, or tanns the Moor, | 
ad laid all Nature waſte, and turn'd the Land 
o Hills of Cinders, and to Vales of Sand. 
'0 Beaſts could then have rang d the Leafleſs 
Wood, 
for Finny Nations cut the Boyling Flood. 
irds had not beat the Airy Road, the Swains 
o Flocks had tended on the ruſſet Plains. 
hus had the Sun's bright Orb been more remote 
he Cold had kill'd; and if more near, the Drought. 


Next ſee, Lucretian Sages, ſee the Sun 

is Courſe Diurnal and his Annual run. 

ow in his Glorious Race he moves along, 

ay as a Bridegroom, as a Gyaut ſtrong. 

ow his unvary'd Labour he repeats +» 

eturns at Morning, and at Eve retreats 3 

nd by the Diſtribut on of his Light, 

ow gives to Mau tae Day, and now the Night: 
ight, when the drowſie Swain and Traveller ceaſe. 
heirdaily Toil, and ſooth their Limbs with Eaſe ; 
hen all the weary Sons of Woe reſtrain | 
heir yielding Cares with Slumber's Silken Chain, 
lace ſad Gnef, and lull reluctant Pain. 


And 
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And while the Sun, ne er covetous of Reft, 
Flies with ſuch rapid Speed from Eaſt to weſt, 
In Tracks Oblique he tkro* the Zodiac rolls, 
Between the Northern and the Southern Poles: 
From which revolving Progreſs thro' the Skies, 
The needful Seaſons of the Year ariſe. | 
And as he now advances, now retreats, 
Whence Winter Colds proceed, and Summer He 
He qualifies and cheers the Air by turns, 
Which Winter freezes, and which Summer but, 
Thus his kind Rays the two Extreams reduce, 
And keep a Temper fit for Nature's Uſe. 
The Froſt and Drought, by this alternate Poy' 
The Earth's prolific Energy reſtore. . 

The Lives of Man and Beaſt demand the Chang; 
Hence Fowls the Air and Fiſh the Ocean range, 
Of Heat and Cold this juſt ſucceſſive Reign, 

Which does the Balance of the Year maintain, 
TheGard'ner's Hope, and Farmer's Patience proj 
Gives Vernal Verdure, and Autumnal Crops. 
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Should but the Sun his Duty once forget, 
Nor from the North, nor from the South retreat; 
Should not the Beams revive, and ſooth the S0b 
Mellow the Furrow for the Ploughman's Tail: 
A teeming Vigour ſhould they not diffuſe, 
Ferment the Glebe, and genial Spirits looſe; 


Whid 
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Nes. hick lay impriſon'd in the ſtiffen'd Ground, 

0 Vet ongeal'd with Cold, in froſty Fetters bound, 

= ifruitful Earth her wretched Fate would mourn, 
Oles 


» Graſs would cloath the Plains, no Fruit the 
Trees adorn. 


But did the ling' ring Orb much longer ſtay, 

ner He Fnindful of his Courſe, and crooked Way; 

he Earth, of Dews defrauded, would deteſt 

he fatal Favour of th* Effulgent Gueſt: 

o diſtant Worlds implore him to repair, 

nd free from noxious Beams the Sultry Air. 

ite Pois Rays, productive now of Wealth and Joy, 
ould theif the Paſture and the Hills annoy, 8 
nd wita too great Indulgence would deſtroy. 

n vain the lab'ting Hind would Till the Land, 

urn up the Glebe, and ſow his Seed in Sand. 

he Meads would crack, in want of binding Dews, 

he Channels would th' exhaling River loſe: 

bile in their Haunts wild Beaſts expiring lye, 

he panting Herds would on the Paſture dye: 


Change 
n range, 
eign, 
intain, 
Ice Proj 
tops. 


get, zut now the Sun at neither Tropick ſtays 
| IO BG. longer Time, than his alternate Rays 
the * n ſuch proportion Heat and Luſtre give, 
er is do not ruin Nature, but revive. 
f | 
oſe, When the bright Orb, to ſolace Southern Seats, 
BY lnverts his Courſe, and from the North retreats ; 


AS. 
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As he advances, his indulgent Beam 

Makes the glad Earth with freſh Conceptions team: 
Reſtores their leafy Honours to the Woods, 
Flowr's to the Banks, and Freedom to the Flood; 
Unbinds the Turf, exhilarates the Plain, 
Brings back his Labour, and recruits the Swain 
Thro' all the Soil a genial Ferment ſpreads. 
Regenerates the Plants, and new adorns the Meads 
The Birds on Branches perch'd, or on the Wing 
At Nature's verdant Reſtauration ſing, 

And with melodious Lays ſalute the Spring. 


The Heats of Summer Benefits produce 
of equal Number, and of equal Uſe. 
The ſprouting Births. and beauteous vernal Bloom 
By warmer Rays to ripe Perfection come. 
Th' auſtere and pondrous Juices they ſublime, 
Make them aſcend the porous Soil, aud climb 
The Ocange-Tree, the Citron, and. the Lime: 
Which drunk in Plenty by the thirſty Root, 
Break forth in painted Flow'rs, and golden Fruit 
They explicate the Leaves, and ripen Food 
For the Silk-Labourers of the Mulberry Wood: 
And the ſweet Liquor on the Cane beſtow, 
From which prepar'd the luſcious Sugars flow; 
With generous Juice enrich the ſpreading vine, 
Aud in the Grape digeſt the ſprightly Wine. 


The 
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he fragrant Trees, which grow by Indian Floods, 
ad in Arabie's Aromatic Woods, 


ds, dwe all their Spices. to the Summer's Heat, 
Flood; WWW 1.cir gummy Tears, and odoriferous Sweat. 
Mon the bright Sun compacts the precious Stone, 
n Swain; parting radiant Luſtre, like his own: _ 
ads e tinctures Rubies with their Roſie Hue, 
© Meats na on the Saphire ſpreads a heav'nly. Blue; 
Wing or the proud Monarch's dazling Crown prepares 
ich orient 2 15 and Adamantine Stars. 
ing. 
Next Autumn, when the Sun's withdrawing Ray 
he Night enlarges, and contracts the Day, 
o crown his Labour to the Farmer yields 
Bloom ne yellow Treaſures of his fruitful Fields; 
5 ipens the Harveſt for the crooked Steel, 
lime, nile bending Stalks the Rural Weapon feel.) 
0 he fragrant Fruit for the nice Palate fits, 
me: ad to the Preſs the ſwelling Grape ſubmits. 
ot, | | 
n Fruit. At length forſaken by the ſolar Rays, 
od e, drooping Nature ſickens and decays, 6 
ood: While Winter all his Snowy Stores diſplays : 
2 1 hoary Triumph unmoleſted Reigns 
flow; 'r barren Hills, and bleak untrodden Plains; 
Vine, ardens the Glebe, the ſhady Grove deforms, 


ettets the Floods, and ſhakes the Air with Storms. 


Now 
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Now active Spirits are reſtrain d with Cold, 


And Priſons crampt with Ice the Genial Captin 


hold, 
The Meads their flowry Pride no longer wear, 
And Trees extend their naked Arms in Air; 
The frozen Furrow, and the fallow Field, 
Nor to the Spade, nor to the Harrow yield, 


Yet in thelt turn the Snows and Froſts Produ 
various Effects, of neceſſary Uſe. 


Th' intemperate Heats of Summer are controull Sz 
By Winter's Rigour, and inclement Cold, by 
Which checks contagious Spawn, and noxig Tot f 
Steams, an 
The fatal Offspring of immod rate Beams: bed 
Th exhauſted Air with vital Nitre fills, hat 
Infection ſtops, and Deaths in Embryo kills: Nor! 
Conſtrains the Glebe, keeps back the hurtful We! 
And fits the Furrow for the Vernal Seed. oft | 
The Spirits now, as ſaid, impriſon' d ſtay, 
Which elſe by warmer Sun-beams drawn away, if: 
Would roam in Air, and diſſipated ftray. ind 
Thus are the Winter Froſts to Nature kind, f yo 
Froſts, which reduce exceſlive Heats, and bind hic 
Prolific Ferments in reſiſtleſs Chains, I 
Whence Parent Earth her Fruitfulneſs maintan ith. 
To compaſs all theſe happy Ends, the Sun till 


In winding Tracks do's thro' the Zodiack run. 
To 


ook look 11. CREATION. 47 


old, You, who ſo much are verſt in Cauſes, tell, 
Ca hat from the Tropicks can the Sun repell? 
hat vig' rous Arm, what repercuſſive Blow 
r wear, andies the mighty Globe ſtill to and fro, 
Air; et with ſuch Conduct, ſuch unerring Art, 
1d, e never did the trackleſs Road deſert? 
field, y does he never in his Spiral Race 
| be Tropicks, or the Polar Circles paſs? 
ts Prowl. nat Gulphs, what Mounds, what Terrors can 
controul 
conttothe iuming Orb, and make him backward roll? 
old, by mould he hault at either Station, why 
d nor tot forward run in unobſtructive Sky? 
an he not paſs an Aſtronomic Line, 
ams : 


): do's he dread th* Imaginary Sign, 
hat he ſhould ne'er advance to either Pole, 
lor farther yet in liquid Ether roll, 


rtful W ill he has gain'd ſome unfrequented Place, 

d. oft to the World in vaſt unmeaſar'd Space? 

Ay, : os 

vn 22) Bl 1f to the Old you the New Schools prefer, 

ay. nd to the fam'd Copernicus adhere; 

kind, f you eſteem that Suppoſition beſt, 

nd bind WWF hich moves the Earth, and leaves the Sun at 

Reſt : 

maintauvith a new Veil your Ignorance you hide, 

Sun till is the Knot as hard to be unty'd, 

ack run. | 
Yo! You 
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You change your Scheme, but the old Doubts i; 


main, | 
And ſtill you leave th' enquiring Mind in Pain. 


This Problem, as Philoſophers, reſolve: 
What makes the Globe from Weſt to Eaſt revolye! 
What is the ſtrong impulſive Cauſe declare, 
Which rolls the pond'rous Orb ſo ſwift in Ait! 
To your vain Anſwer will you have recourſe, 
And tell us 'tis Ingenite, Active Force, 
Mobility, or Native Pow'r to move, | 
Words which mean Nothing, and can Nothing 

prove? 
That moving Pow'r, that Force Innate explain, 
Or your grave Anſwers are abſurd and vain: 
We no Solution of our Queſtion find; 
Your Words bewilder, not dire& the Mind, 


If you this rapid Motion to procure, 
For the hard Task employ Magnetic Pow'r, 
Whether that Pow'r you at the Center place, 


Or in the middle Regions of the Maſs, Thi 
Or elſe, as ſome Philoſophers aſſert, = (O87 
Tou give an equal Share to ey'ry Part, aro! 
Have you by this the Cauſe of Motion ſhown? Nins 
After explaining is it not unknown: dearc! 


Since you pretend, by Reaſon's ſtricteſt Laws, Vith 
Of an Effect ta manifeſt the Cauſe, 
Nature, 
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Nature, of Wonders ſo immenſe a Field, 

Can none more ſtrange, none more myſterious 
yield, 

None that eludes Sagacious Reaſon more 

: Than this obſcure, inexplicable Pow'r. 

Since you the Spring of Motion cannot ſhow, 

Be juſt, and faultleſs Ignorance allow; 


ay *tis Obedience to th' Almighty Nod, : 
That *tis the Will, the Pow'r, the Hand of God, 


Philoſophers of ſpreading Fame are found, 

ho by th' Attraction of the Orbs around 

'ould move the Earth, and make its Courſe obey 
he Sun's and Moon's inevitable Sway. 

ome from the Preſſure and impelling Force 
df Heav'nly Bodies would derive its Courſe: 


Led, Whilſt in the dark and difficult Diſpute 
Mare by turns confuted, and confute. 
Lich canſubvert th* Opponent's Scheme, but none * 
r. Bas Strength of Reaſon to ſupport his own. 
place, : | X . 
The Mind employ'd in ſearch of ſecret Things, 
7 to find out Motion's Cauſe and hidden Springs, 
aro? all th' Etherial Regions mounts on high, 
town? Nies all the Spheres, and ranges all the Sky: 
dearches the Orbs, and penetrates the Air 
. Vith unſucceſsful Toil, and fruitleſs Care: 


D | Till 
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Till ſtop'd by awful Heights, and Gulphs immenſe 
Of Wiſdom, and of vaſt Omnipotence, 

She trembling ſtands, and does in onder gaze 
Loſt in the wide Inextricable Maze. 


See, how the Sun does on the middle ſhine, 
And round the Globe deſcribe th* Xquator Line, 
By which wiſe Means he can the whole ſurvey 
With a direct, or with a ſlanting Ray, 

In the Succeſſion of a Night and Day. | q 
Had the North Pole been fixt beneath the Sun, 
To Southern Realms the Day had been unknown; 
If the South Pole had gain'd that nearer Seat, 
The Northern Climes had met as hard a Fate. 
And ſince the Space, that lies on either fide T 
The Solar Orb, is withovt Limits wide ; 
Grant that the Sun had happen'd to prefer 
A Seat askaunt, but one Diameter : 


» 
4 


Loſt to the Light by that unhappy Place a, 
This Globe had lain a frozen, loneſome Mad.. = 
Behold the Light emitted from the Sun, 4 


What more familiar, and what more unknown ; 
While by its ſpreading Radiance it reveals . 
All Nature's Face, it ſtill it ſelf cenceals. 


A 
zee how each Morn it do's its Beams diſplay, Fir 
And on its Golden Wings bring back the Day Fo 


Hoy 
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How ſoon th' Effulgent Emanations fly 

Taro? the blue Gulph of interpoſing Sky! 

How ſoon their Luſtre all the Region fills, 
Smiles on the Vallies, and adorns the Hills! 
Millions of Miles, ſo rapid is their Race, 

To cheer the Earth, they in few Moments paſs. 
Amazing Progreſs! At its utmoſt ſtretch, 

What Human Mind can this ſwift Motion reach? 
Zut if, to fave ſo quick a Flight, you ſay 

The ever-rolling Orb's impulſive Ray 

Ou the next Threads and Filaments does bear 
Which form the ſpringy Texture of the Air, 
That thoſe ſtill ſtrike the next, till to the Sight 
The quick Vibration propagates the Light : 

'Tis ſtill as hard, if we this Scheme believe, 

The Cauſe of Light's ſwift Progreſs to conceive, 


FL 


With Thought from Prepoſſeſſion free, reflect 
On Solar Rays, as they the Sight reſpect. 
The Beams of Light had been in vain diſplay!d, 
Had not the Eye been fit for Viſion made: 
In vain the Author had tie Eye prepar'd 


With ſo much Skill, had not the Light appear'd. 


The old and new Aſtronomers in vain 
Attempt the Heav'nly Motions to explain. 
Firſt Prolomy his Scheme Celeſtial wrought, 


And of Machines a wild Proviſion brought. 
D 2 ; Orbs 


>. 


Obs Centric and Eccentric he prepares, 


The latter Ages with deriſion name. 
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Cycles and Epicycles, ſolid Spheres 

In order plac'd, and with bright Globes inlaid, 
To ſolve the Tours by Heav'nly Bodies made, 
But ſo perplext, ſo intricate a Frame, 


by A244 wad 


The Comets, which at Seaſons downward tend, 
Then with their flaming Equipage aſcend ; 


2 


Venus, which in the Purlicus of the Sun A 
Does now above him, now beneath him rung 7 
The ancient structure of the Heav'ns ſubvert, T 
Reer'd with vaſt Labour, but with little Art. Þ 
Copernicus, who rightly did condemn £ 
The eldeſt Syſtem, form'd a wiſer Scheme; 
In which he leaves the Sun at Reſt, and rolls w 
The Orb Terreſtrial on its proper Poles; 811 
Which makes the Night and Day by this Career, V. 
And by its lla and crooked Courſe the Year. Sat 
The famous Dane, who oft the Modern guides, WI 
To Earth and Sun their Provinces divides: Ma 
The Earth's Rotation makes the Night and Day, Wl 71, 
The Sun zevolving thro' th' Ecclyptic Way Ven 
Effects the various Seaſons of the Year, | Fox 
Which in their "urn for happy Ends appear. Hei 


This Scheme ox that, which pleaſes beſt, embrace, WM 3+ p 


Still we the Fountain of their Motion trace. Wh 
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Kepler aſſerts theſe Wonders may be done 
By the Magnetic Virtue of the Sun, 
Which he, to gain his End, thinks fit to place 
Full in the Center of that mighty Space, 
Which does the Spheres, where Planets roll, in- 
clude, 
And leaves him with Attractive Force endu'd. 
The Sun, thus ſeated, by Mechanic Laws, 
The Earth, and every diſtant Planet draws; 


By which Attraction all the Planets foand 


Within his reach, are turn'd in Ether round. 


If all theſe rolling Orbs the Sun obey, 
Who holds his Empire by Magnetic Sway; 
Since all are guided wita an equal Force, 
Why ate trey fo unequal in their Courſes 
Saturn in thirty Years his Ring compleats, 
Which ſwifter Jupiter in Twelve repeats. 
Mars three and twenty Months revolving ſpends ; 
The Earth in twelve her Annual Journey ends. 
Venus, thy Race in twice four Months is run 
For his Mercurius three demands; the Moon 
Her Revolution finiſhes in one. | 
If all at once are mov'd, and by one Spring, 
Why ſo unequal is their Annual Ring? 1 


If ſome, you ſay, preſt with a pondrous load 
Of Gravity, move ſlower in their Road, 
D 3 Becauſe, 
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Orbs centric and Eccentric he prepares, 


cycles and Epicycles, ſolid Spheres 
In order plac'd, and with bright Globes inlaid, 


To ſolve the Tours by Heay'nly Bodies made, 
But ſo perplext, ſo intricate a Frame, 


The latter Ages with deriſion name. 


The Comets, which at Seaſons downward tend, 
Then with their laming Equipage aſcend ; 
Venus, which in the Purlicus of the Sun 

Does now above him, now beneath him rung 
The ancient structure of the Heav'ns ſubvert, 
Reer'd with vaſt Labour, but with little Art, 


Copernicus, who rightly did condemn 
The eldeſt Syſtem, form'd a wiſer Scheme z 
In which he leaves the Sun at Reſt, and rolls 
The Orb Terreſtrial on its proper Poles; 
W hich makes the Night and Day by this Career, 


And by its flew and crooked Courſe the Year. 


The famous Dane, who oft the Modern guides, 
To Earth and Sun their Provinces divides: 
The Earth's Rotation makes the Night and Day, 
The Sun evolving thro* th' Ecclyptic Way 
Effects the various Seaſons of the Year, 
Which in their urn for happy Ends appear. 
This Scheme ox that, which pleaſes beſt, embrace, 


Still we the Fountain of their Motion trace. 
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Kepler aſſerts theſe Wonders may be done 
By the Magnetic Virtue of the Sun, 
Which he, to gain his End, thinks fit to place 
Full in the Center of that mighty Space, 
Which does the Spheres, where Planets roll, in- 
dlude, 
And leaves him with Attractive Force endu'd. 
The sun, thus ſeated, by Mechanic Laws, 
The Earth, and every diſtant Planet draws; 
By which Attraction all the Planets foand 
Within his reach, are turn'd in Ether round, 


If all theſe rolling Orbs the Sun obey, 
who holds his Empire by Magnetic Sway; 
Since all are guided wita an equal Force, 
Why are they fo unequal in their Courſe? 
Saturn in thirty Years his Ring compleats,. 
Which ſwifter Jupiler in Twelve repeats, 
Mars three and twenty Months revolving ſpends; 
The Earth in twelve her Annual Journey ends. 
Venus, thy Race in twice four Months is run; 


For his Mercarius three demands; the Moon 


Her Revolution finiſhes in one. | 
If all at once are mov'd, and by one Spring, 
Why ſo unequal is their Annual Ring ? 


If ſome, you ſay, preſt with a pondrous load 
Of Gravity, move flower in their Road, 
D 3 Becauſe, 
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Becauſe, with Weight encumber'd and oppreſt, 
Theſe ſluggiſh Orbs th' Attractive Sun reſiſt ; 
Till you can Weight and Gravity explain, 
Thoſe Words are inſignificant and vain, 

If Planetary Orbs the Sun obey, 0 
Why ſhould the Moon diſown his Sov'raign Sway} 
Why in a whitling Eddy of her own 

Around the Globe Terreſtrial ſhould ſhe run? 
This Difobedience of the Moon will prove 
The Sun's bright Orb does not the Planets move. 


Philoſophers may ſpare their Toil, in vain 


They form new Schemes, and rack their thought- 7 

ful Brain Wit 
The Cauſe of Heav'nly Motions to explain: The 
After their various unſucceſsful Ways, | Hot 
Their fruitleſs Labour, and inept Eſſays, Of 
No Cauſe of thoſe Appearances they'll find, Wer 
But Pow'r exerted by th' Eternal Mind; Doe 
Which thro? their Roads the Orbs Celeſtial drives But 
And This or That determin'd Motion gives. lu 8 


The Mind Supream does all the World controu, »,,,, 
Which by his Order This and That Way rowl. 
From him they take a Delegated Force, 

And by his high Command maintain their Coutſe The 
By Laws decreed e er fleeting Time begun, dad 
In theix fixt Limits they their Stages run. 
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K II. But if the Earth, and each Erratic World, 
reſt, Around the Sun their proper Center whirl'd, 
t; Compoſe but one extended vaſt Machine, 
and from one Spring their Motions all begin; 
Does not ſo Wide, ſo Intricate a Frame, 
; Yet ſo Harmonious, Sov'ragin Art proclaim? 
Sw ay } Is it a Proof of Judgment to invent 
A Work of Spheres involv'd, which repreſent 
n? The Situation of the Orbs ab ove, 
e Their Size and Number ſhow, and how they move; 
move. And do not in the Orbs themſelves appear 
: As great Contriyance, and Deſign as clear? 
ain ; 
ught- This wide Machine the Univerſe regard 
With how much skill is each Apartment Kira 4 
in: The Son, a Globe of Fire, a glowing Maſs, ö 
Hotter than melting Flint, or fluid Glaſs, 6 
| Of this our Syſtem holds the middle Place, 
ad, Mercurius neareſt to the Central Sun, 
Does in an Oval Orbit circling run: 
1 drives, BN But rarely is the Object of our Sight, 
_ In Solar Glory ſunk and more ptevailing Light. 
:ontroul, | Vexus the next, whoſe lovely Beams adorn 
7 xowl. ¶ As well the Dewy Eve, as opening Morn, 0 
ES Does her fair Orb in beauteous Order turn, < 
r Courle The Globe Terreſtial next, with ſlanting Poles, 
wh 


And all its pond'rous Load, unwearied rowls. 
. | 


| D 4 Then 
Bu 
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Then we behold bright Planetary Jove 

Sublime in Air thro' his wide Province move; 
Four Second Planets his Dominion own, 

And round him turn, as round the Earth the Moog, 
Saturn revolving in the higheſt Sphere, 

With lingring Labour finiſhes his Year. 


Yet is this mighty Syſtem, which contains 
So many Worlds, ſuch vaſt Etherial Plains, 
But one of Thouſands, which compoſe the Whole, 
Perhaps as Glorious, and of Worlds as full. 
The Stars, which grace the high Expanſion, bright 
By their own Beams, and unprecarious Light, 
Tho” - near Neighbours ſeem, and ſome diſplay 
United Luſtre in the Milky Way, 

At a vaſt Diſtance from each other lye, 

Sever'd by ſpacious Voids of liquid Sky. 

All theſe Illuſtrious Worlds, and many more, 
Which by the Tube Aſtronomers explore; 
And Millions which the Glaſs can ne er deſcy 
Loſt in the Wilds of vaſt Immenſity, 
Are Suns, are Centers, whoſe ſuperior Sway — 
Planets of various Magnitude obey. 


If we with one clear, comprehenſive Sight 
Saw all theſe Syſtems, all theſe Orbs of Light; 
if we their Order and Dependence knew, 

Had all their Motions and their Ends in 9 
WI 
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With all the Comets, which in Etber ſtray, 

et conſtant to their Time, and to their Way; 

'hich Planets ſeem, tho? rarely they appeals, 

Narely approach the radiant Sun fo gear,” 

hat his fair Beams their Atmoſphere — 

hence their bright Hair and flaming Trains are 
made, 

ould not this View convincing Marks impart 

df perfect Prudence, and ſtupendous Art? 


* 


1 


Sy 

Min The Maſters form'd in Newton's famous School, 
, brigt ho do's the Chief in modern Science rule, 

ght, rect their Schemes by Mathematick Laws, 
diſplay and ſolve Appearances with juft Applauſe : 

Theſe, who have Nature's Steps with Care purſu dz 
hat Matter is with active Force endu'd, —— 
nat all its Parts Magnetic Pow'r exert, 

* und to each other gravitate, aſſert. 


nile by this Pow'r they on each other act, 

hey are at once attracted, and attract. 

Leſs bulky Matter therefore muſt obey 

More bulky Matter's more engaging Sway; 

By this the Fabrick they together hold, 

By this the Courſe of Heav'nly Orbs unfold, 

let theſe Sagacious Sons of Science own-, 

ttractive Virtue is a Thing unknown. 

his wondrous Pow'r they piouſly aſſert; 

v Almighty Author. did at firſt Iimpart | 
Ds | T% 


„ 
4 
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To Matter in Degrees, that might produce 
The Motions he deſign'd for Nature's Uſe. 


wre mould not here due Rev'rence pay 
To learned Epicurus, ſee the Way 


By which this Reas'ner, of ſuch high Renown, 
Moves thro th' tcclyptic Road the rolling Sun, 
Oppreſt with Thitſt and Heat, to adverſe Seats 
By Turns, ſays he, the painting Sun retreats 
To flake his Drought, his Vigour to repair 
In Snowy Climes, and frozen Fields of Air; 
Where the bright Glutton revels without teſt 
On his Cool Banquet, and Aerial Feaſt: 
Still to and fro he does his Light convey, 
Thro” the ſame Track, the ſame unalter'd Way, 
On Luxury intent, and cager of his Prey. 


But if the Sun is back and forward roll'd, 
To treat his thirſty Orb with Polar Cold, 
Say, is it not, good Epicurus, ſtrange 
He ſhould not once beyond the Tropic range, 
Where he, to quench his Drought ſo much inclin 
May ſnowy Fields, and nitrous Paſtures find, 
Meet ſtores of Cold ſo greedily purſu'd, 
And be refreſb'd with never-waſtiag Food ? 


Sometimes this wondrous Man is pleas'd to ſiſ 
This Way and That ſtrong Blaſts. the Sun conveſ: 
. | A 
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A Northern Wind his Orb with Vigour drives, 


1 Till at the Southern Tropic it arrives; 
Then want ing Breath, and with his Toil oppreſt, 
nee pay He drops his Wings, and leaves the Air at reſt; 
Freſh Guſts now ſpringing fromthe Southern Pole, 
own, Aſſault him there, and make him backward roll. I” 
g Sun, Thus Gales alternate thro' the Zodiack blow 
Seats The ſailing Orb, and waft him to and fro; 
cs While Epicurus, bleſt with Thought reſin d, 
* Makes the vaſt Globe the Paſtime of the Wind. 
Airs 
reſt Were it not idle Labour to confute 
Notions ſo wild, unworthy of Diſpute z 
V. Id of the Learned Epicurus ask, 
on If this were for the Winds a proper Task? 
Illuſtrious Sage, inform th* Enquirer why 
: Still from one ſtated Point of all the Sky 
rg, The fickle Meteor ſhould the Sun convey, 
Thro' the ſame Stages of his Spiral Way? 
. Why in one Path, why with ſuch equal Pace, 
ande That he ſhould never miſs in all his Race, 8 
inclick Of Time one Minute, or one Inch of Space? 2 
85 Remark the Air's tranſparent Element, 
4 Its curious Structure, and its vaſt Extent : 
Its wondrous Web proclaims the Loom Divine, 
5d toſiy Its Threads, the Hand that diew them out ſo ſinc. 
conve) 


This 
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This thin ContExture makes its Boſom fit, 

_ Celeſtial Heat and Luſtre to tranſmit; 

By which of Foreign Orbs the Riches flow, 
On th:s dependent, needy Ball below. 


- Obſerve its Parts link'd in ſuch artful ſort, 
All are at once Supported, and Support. 
The Column pois'd ſits hov'ring on our Heads, 
And a ſoft Burden on our Shoulders ſpreads, 
So the Side-Arches all the Weight ſuſtain, 
We find no Preſſure, and we feel no Pain. 
Still are the ſubtle Strings in Tenſion found, 
Like thoſe of Lutes to juſt Proportion wound, 
W hich of the Air's Vibration is the Source, 
When it receives the Strokes of Foreign Force, 


Let curious Minds, who would the Air inſpe&, 
On its Elaſtic Energy reflect; | 
The ſecret Force thro? all the Frame diffus'd, 
By which its Strings are from Compreſſion loog'd, 
The ſpungy Parts, now to a ftraighter Seat 
Are forc'd by Cold, and widen'd now by Heat, 
By Turns they all extend, by Turns retire, 
As Nature's various Services require, 
They now expand to fill an empty Space, 
Now ſhrink to let & pondrous Body paſs, 


K II. 
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If raging Winds invade the Atmoſphere, 
Their Force its curious Texture cannot tear, 
Make no Diſruption in the Threads of Air; 


Or if it do's, thoſe Parts themſelyes reſtore, 
Heal their own Wounds, and their own Breaches 
cure. | 


Hence the Melodious Tenants of the Sky, 
Which haunt Inferior Seats, or ſoar on high, 
With Eaſe thro? all the Fluid Region ſtray, 

And thro' the wide Expanſion wing their Way: 
Whoſe open Meſhes let Terreſtrial Steams 
Paſs thro', entic'd away by ſolar Beams: 
And thus a Road reciprocal diſplay 

To tiling Vapours, and deſcending Day. 


- 


Of Heat and Light, what ever-during Stores, 
Brought from the Sun's exhauſtleſs golden Shores, 
Thro* Gulphs immenſe of intervening Air, 

Enrich the Earth, and every Loſs repair! 

The Land, its gainfut Tra ffick to maintain, 

Sends out crude Vapours, in exchange for Rain. 
The flowry Garden and the verdant Mead 
Warm'd by the Rays, their Exhalations = 
In Show'rs and balmy Dews to be repaid, 

The Streams, their Banks forfaken, upwatd move, 
And flow again in wandring Clouds above. 


Theſs 
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Theſe Regions Nature's Magazines on high - 
With all the Stores demanded there ſupply, 

Their different Steams the Air's wide Boſom fi 
Moiſt from the Flood, dry from the barren Hill; ( 
Materials into Meteors to be wrought, To 
Which back to theſe Terreſtrial Seats are brough, Bel 
By Nature ſhap'd to various Figures, thoſe 


The fruitful Rain, and theſe the Hail compoſe ca 
The Saowy Fleece and curious Froſtwork ; the Th 
Produce the Dew, and thoſe the gentle Breeze, Th 
Some from fierce Winds, which o'er the Mow Fox 
tain paſs, Th 
And beat with vig'rous Wings the Valley's Fac Blu 
O'er the wide Lake, and barren Deſart bloy, Th 
O'er Lybia's burning Sand, and Scythia's Snow; Ma 
Shake the high Cedar, thro* the Foreſt ſweep, En 
And with their furious Breath ferment the Dey An 
This thin, this ſoft Contexture of the Air = 
shows the wiſe Author's Providential Care, Mo 
Who did the wond'rous Structure ſo contrive, By 
That it might Life to Breathing Creatures gin; 
Might reinſpire, and make the circling Maſs f 
Thro? all its winding Channels fit to paſs, Ber 
Had not the Maker wrought the ſpringy Frame Is, 


Such as it is, to fan the Vital Flame, An 
The Blood, defrauded of its Nitrous Food, 
Had cool'd, and languiſt'd in th' Arterial Road 
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While the tir'd Heart had ſtrove with fruitleſs Pain 
To puſh the lazy Tide along the Vein, 


Of what Important Uſe to humane Kind, 
To what great Ends ſublervient 1s the Wind? 
Behold, where- e' er this active Vapour flies, 
It drives the Clouds, and agitates the Skies: 
This from Stagnation, and Corruption ſaves 
Th' Aerial Ocean's cver- rolling Waves. 
This Animals, to ſuccour Life, demand: 
For ſhould the Air unventilated ſtand, 
The Idle Deep corrupted would contain 
Zlue Deaths, and ſecret ſtores of raging Pain. 
The ſcorching Sun would with a fatal Beam 
Make all the Void with Bicths malignant team, 
Engender Jaundice, ſpotted Torments breed, 
And purple Piagues, from Peſtilential Seed. 
Exhaling Vapours would be turn'd to Swarms 
Of noxious InſeRs, and deſtructive Worms, 
More than were. rais'd to ſcourge Tyrannic Luft, 
By Moſes Rod, from animated Duſt. 


Another Bleſſing, which the breathing Wind 
Benevolent conveys to humane Kind 
Is, that it cools and qualifies the Air, 
And with ſoft Breezes does the Regions cheer, 
On which the Sun o'cr friendly does diſplay 


Heat too prevailing, and redundant Day, 
| Ys 
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Ye ſwarthy Nations of the Torrid Zone, 

How well to you is this great Bounty known? 
As frequent Gales from the wide Ocean rife 
To fan your Air, and moderate your Skies, 

So conſtant Winds, as well as Rivers, flow 
From your high Hills enrich'd with ſtores of Snoy, 
For this great End theſe Hills riſe more ſublime 
Than thoſe erected in a temp'rate Clime: 

Had hot the Author this Proviſion made, 

By which your Air is cool'd, your Sun allay'd, 
Deſtroy'd by too intenſe a Flame, the Land 
Had lain a parch'd inhoſpitable Sand. 

Theſe Diſtri&s, which between tho Tropicks lie, 
Which ſcorching Beams directly darted' fry, 
Were thought an uninhabitable Seat, | 
Burnt by the Neigh'ring Orb's Immod'rate Heat; 
But the freſh Breeze, that from the Ocean blows, 
From the wide Lake, ox from the Mountain Snows, 
So ſooths the Air, and mitigates the Sun, 

So cures he Regions of the Sultry Zone, 

That oft with Nature's Bleſſings they abound, 
Frequent in People, and with Plenty crown'd. 


As Active Winds relieve the Air and Land, 
The Seas no leſs their uſeful Blaſts demand. 
Without this Aid the Ship would ne'er advance 


Along the Deep, and o'er the Billow dance, 


But 
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But lye a lazy and a uſeleſs Load, | 

The Foreſt's waſted Spoils, the Lumber of the 
Flood, 

Let but the Wind with an auſpicious Gale 

To ſhove the Veſlel fill the ſpreading Sail, 

And ſee, with ſwelling Canvaſs wing'd, the flies, 

And with her waving Streamers ſweeps the Skies! 

Th' advent'rous Merchant thus purſues his Way 

Or to the Riſe, or to the Fall of Day: 

Thus mutual Traffick ſever'd Realms maintain, 

And Manufactures change to mutual Gain; 

Each others Growth and Arts they ſell and buy, 

Eaſe their Redundance, and their Wants ſupply. 


Ye Briten, who the Fruit of Commerce find, 
How is your lite a Debtor to the Wind, 

Which thither wafts Arabia's fragrant Spoils, 
Gemms, Pearls and Spices from the Indian Iſles, 
From Perſia Silks; Wines from Iberia's Shore, 
Peruvian Drugs, and Guinea's Golden Oar? 
Delights and Wealth to fair Auguſta flow 

From ey ry Region whence the Winds can blow, 


See, how the Vapours Congregated reer 
Their gloomy Columns, and obſcure the Air! 
Forgetful of their Gravity they riſe, 


Renounce the Center, and uſurp the Skies, 


\ 


Where 
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Where, form'd to Clouds they their back Ling 
d ſplay, p 

And take their Airy March, as Winds conyey, 
Sublime in Air while they their Courſe purſue, 
They from their ſable Fleeces ſhake the Dey 
On the parcht Mountain, and with Genial Rain 
Rene w the Foreſt, and refreſh the Plain, 

They ſhed their healing Juices on the Ground, 
Cement the Crack, and cloſe the gaping Wound, 
Did not the Vapours, by the Solar Heat | 
Thinn'd and exhal'd, rife to their airy Seat, 
Or not in watry Clouds collected fly, 

Then form'd to pond'rous Drops deſert the 9h 
The Fields would no Recruits of Moiſture find, 
But by the Sun-beams dry'd, and by the Wind, 
Would never Plant, or Flower, or Fruit produce, 
Or for the Beaſt, or for his Maſter's Uſe. 


But in the ſpacious Climates, which the Rain 
Does never bleſs, ſuch is th* Egyptian Plain, 
With how much Art is that Defect ſupply'd? 
See, how ſome noble River's ſwelling Tide 
Augmented by the Mountain's melting Snous, 
Breaks from its Banks, and o'er the Region floys: 
Hence fruitful Crops, and flow'ry Wealth enſue, 
And to the Swain ſuch mighty Gains accrue, 
He ne'er reproaches Heav'n for want of Dew. 


See, 
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See, and revere th' Artillery of Heav'n, 

drawn by the Gale, or by the Tempeſt driv'n! 
dreadful Fire the floating Batt'ries make, 
)'erturn the Mountain, and the Foreſt ſhake. 


byes his Way and That they drive the Atmoſphere, 

Rain nd its wide Boſom from Corruption clear, 
round, Vhile their bright Flame conſumes the Sulphur 

Trains, 
* nd noxious Vapours, which infect our Veins. 
: hus they refine the vital Element, 
you ſecure our Health, and growing Plagues prevent, 
the S, 8 your Contemplation farther yet purſue ; 
ce find, frne wondrous World of Vegetables view ! 
Wind, Dbſerve the Foreſt Oak, the Mountain Pine, 
produce, Wir: to«*ring Cedar, and the humble Vine, 
. he bending Willow, that o'erſhades the Flood, 
nd each ſpontaneous Offspring of the Wood: 

e Rain The Oak and Pine; which high from Eartn ariſe, 
in, And wave their lofty Heads amidſt the Skies, 
y'd? Their Parent Earth in like proportion wound, 
de And thro* crude Metals penetrate the Ground 
nous, Their ſtrong and ample Roots deſcend ſo deep, 
1 floys: That fixt and firm they may their Station keep, 
_ And the fierce ſhocks of furious Winds defie, 
dane, With all the Outrage of inelement Sky. a 
Dew. But the baſe Brier and the noble vine 

: Their Arms around their tronger Neighbour twine. 

ee, 


The 
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The creeping Ivy, to preyent its Fall, 
Clings with its fib'rous Grapples to the Wall, 
Thus are the Trees of ev'ry Kind ſecure,, 
Or by their own, or by a borrow'd Pow'r. 
But ev'ry Tree from all its branching Roots 
Amidſt the Glebe ſmall hollow Fibres ſhoots; 
Which drink with thirſty Mouths the vital Juice, 
And to the Limbs and Leaves their Food diffuls 
Peculiar Pores peculiat Juice receive, I 
To This deny, to That Admittance give. 


Hence various Trees their various Fruits ftv 
duce, 
Some for delightful Taſte, and ſome for Uſe, 
Hence ſprouting Plants enrich the Plain and Wot 
For Phylick ſome, and ſome deſign'd for Fool. 
Hence fragrant Flow'rs with diff rent Colours dy( 
On ſmiling Meads unfold their gaudy Pride. 


Review theſe num'rous Scenes, at once ſurvey 
Nature's extended Face, then, Scepticks, ſay, 
In this wide Field of Wonders can you find 
No Art diſcover'd, and no End deſign'd} 
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from the neceſſity of Pre-exiſtent Mat- 
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The ARGUMENT. 
je Introduction. Uſeful Knowledge firſt 
parſu'd by Man, Agriculture. Archite- 
dure. Sculpture. Painting, Muſick, 
he Grecian Philoſophers firſt engaged 
in Uſeleſs Speculations, The Abſurdi- 
yy of aſſerting the Self-exiftent, Inde- 
pendent and Eternal Being of Atomes 
according to the Scheme of Epicurus. 
{:ſwer to the Objectious of Atheiſts 
the Scheme of Creation aſſerted in 
he two former Books, The Objections 
rought by Lucretius againſt Creation 


ter 
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ter for the Formation of all Kind; | 
Beings; from the pretended unarſt 
Contrivance of the World; from Than 
Briers and noxious Weeds; from 
age Beaſts, Storms, Thunder, 7 
eaſes; from the painful Birth andi 
ſhort Life of Man; from the Tnequali 
of Heat and Cold in different Climah 
auſwer'd, The Objectious of the 5 
rhonians or Scepticks anſwer'd. 
Reply to thoſe who aſſert all Thingin 
their Being and their Motions to 
ture. Their different and ſenſeleſ 


count of that Word. More appa 
and eminent Skill and Wiſdom expri 
in the Works of Nature than in 
of human Art, The Unreaſonablen 
denying Skill and Deſign in the Au 
of thoſe Works, Vaninus, Hobds 
Spinoſa conſider d. 
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E R vain Philoſophy had reer'd her 

School, 

| -Whoſe Chiefs imagin'd Realms of 
Science rule, : 

With idle Toil form viſionary 
Schemes, 

d wage eternal War for rival Dreams: 

dious of Good, Man diſregarded Fame, 

| Uſeful Knowledge was his eldeſt Aim: 


? app o' Metaphyſic Wilds he never flew, 
12 6 XU the dark Haunts. of School Chimera: knew, 
n in hid alone his Happineſs in View. 


zablem 
the Au 
Hobds 


Je milk'd the lowing Herd, he preſs'd the 
Cheeſe, | 

ded the Flock, and ſpun the woolly Fleece. 
Urns the Bees delicious Dews he lay'd, 

ole kindling Wax invented Day diſplay'd; 
eſted their Iron Entrails from the Hills, 

EH with the Spoils his glowing Forges fills; 


And 
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And ſhap'd with vig'rous Strokes the ruddy Bar 
To Rural Arms, unconſcious yet of War. 
He made the Ploughſhare in the Furrow ſhine, 
Andlearn'dto ſow his Bread, and plant his Ying 
Now verdant Food adorn'd the Garden Beds, 
And fruitful Trees ſhot up their branching Headz; 
Rich Balm from Groves, and Herbs from graf 
Plains 
His Feaver ſooth'd, or heal'd his wounded Vein, 


Our Fathers next, in Archite&ure skill'd, 
Cities for Uſe, and Forts for Safety build: 
Then Palaces and lofty Domes aroſe, 
Theſe for Devotion, and for Pleaſure Thoſe. 


Their Thoughts were next to artful Sculpture tui 7. 
Which now the Palace, now the Dome adorn't Ken 
The Pencil then did growing Fame acquire, Tet 
Then was the Trumpet heard, and tuneful Lyte( WW" ur 
One did the Triumph fing, and one the Wat 
inſpire. Bu 
Thar 


Greece did at length a learned Race produce, rte 
Who needful Science mock'd, and Arts of Uſe, NUAs u 
Conſum'd their fruitleſs Hours in eager Chace WE la 


Of airy Notions, thro* the boundleſs Space bei 
Of Speculation, and the darkſome Void, but b 
Where wrangling Wits, in endleſs Strife emplo/ y h: 

Its gl 


Mu 
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Mankind with idle Subtilties embroil, 


ſhine; And faſhion Syſtems with Romantick Toil : 
is Win Theſe with the Pride of dogmatizing Schools 
Beds, Impos'd on Nature arbitrary Rules; 
g Heads; Forc'd her their vain Inventions to obey, 
m gralf And move as Learned Frenzy trac'd the Way. 
Above the Clouds while they preſum'd to ſoar, 
led Vein Her trackleſs Heights ambitious to explore, 
And heaps of undigeſted Volumes writ, 
I'd, Illnſive Notions of Phantaſtic Wit, 
1d: So long they Nature ſearch'd and marked her Lawys, 
They loſt the Knowledge of th' Almighty Cauſe. 
hoſe. 
ure tutul Th' erroneous Dictates of each Grecian Sage 
adorn'l Wk cnounc'd the Doctrines of the eldeſt Age: 
uire, Tet Theſe their matchleſs Science did proclaim, 
ul Lyte ( WW rp Diſtinction, and appropriate Fame, 
he Wat | 
But tho” their Schools produc'd no nobler Fruit 
Than empty Schemes, and Triumphs of Diſ pute: 
2roduce, fte Notions which ariſe from Nature's Light 


of Uſe, Nas well adorn the Mind, as guide her right, Q 
Chace WF "large her Compaſs, and improve her Sight, 
pace Thele ne'er the Breaſt with vain Ambition fire, 
dl, bot baniſh Pride, and modeſt Thoughts inſpire. 
emplo)'% By her inform'd we bleſt Religion learn, 
225 ts glorious Object by her Aid diſcern, 
Mu ' 


E The 
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The rolling Worlds around us we ſurvey, 
Th' alternate Soy'reigns of the Night and Day : 
View the wide Earth adorn'd with Hills and 
Woods, 

Rich in her Herds, and fertile by her Floods: 
Walk thro' the deep Apartments of the Main, 
Aſcend the Air to viſit Clouds and Rain: 
And while we raviſh'd gaze on Nature's Face, 
Remark her Order, and her Motions trace, 


( 

The long coherent Chain of Things we find 1 
Leads to a Cauſe Supream, a wiſe creating Mind, B 
C 

You, who the Being of a God diſclaim, If 
And think meer Chance produc'd this wond' ton BY 
Frame, * 
Say, did you e'er reflect, Lucretian Tribe, WI 
To Matter what Perfections you aſcribe ? As 
Can you to Duſt ſuch Veneration ſhow, So 
An Atome with ſuch Privilege endow, A] 
That from its Nature's pure Neceſſity Mu 
It mould Exiſt, and no Corruption ſee ? Wh 
| Th: 

Since your firſt Atomes Independent are, No! 
And not each other's Being prop and bear, Nor 
And fince to This it is Fortuitous For 
That others ſhould Exiſtence haye, ſuppoſe On 
You in your Mind one Atome ſhould remove wir! 


From all the Troops, that in the Vacant ftrons 
Cana 


/ 
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Cannot our Thought conceive one 


75 


Atome leſs ? 


Day: If ſo, you Grecian Sages muſt confeſs 

1s and That Matter, which you Independent name, 
Cannot a Being Neceſſaty claim: 

ods: For what has Being from Neceſlity, 

Main, It is Impoſſible it ſhould not Be. 

Face, Why has an Atome this one Place poſſeſt 

ce, Of all the empty void, and not the reſt? 

find If by its Nature's Force *tis preſent here, 

g Mind, By the ſame Force it muſt be ev'ry where; 5 
Can Beings be confin'd, which Neceſlary are? 

n, It a firſt Body may to any Place 

vond tou Be not determin'd, in the boundleſs Space, 
'Tis plain, it then may abſent be from all; 

I Who then will this a Self-exiſtence call > 

2 As Time does vaſt Eternity regard, 

So Place is with Infinitude compar'd; 
A Being then, which never did commence, 
Muſt, as Eternal, likewiſe be Immenſe. 

7 What Cauſe within, or what without is found, 
That can a Being Uncreated bound 2 

are, None that's Internal, for it has no Cauſe; > 

bear, Nor can it be controul'd by Foreign Laws, 
For then it clearly would dependent be 
On Force ſuperior, which will ne'er agree 8 
With Self- exiſtence, and Neceſſity. 


E 2 Abſurdly 
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Abſurdly then to Atomes you aſſign 


uch Tow'rs, and ſueh Prerogatives Divine: - 
Thus while the Notion of a God you flight, - 
Your ſelves (who vainly think you reaſon right) 2 
Make vile Material Gods, in number infinite. : 
3 W 
Now let us, as tis juſt, in turn prepare * 
To ſtand the Foe, and wage defenſive War. a 
Lucretius firſt, a mighty Hero, ſprings ; 
Into the Field, and his own Triumph ſings. Th: 
He brings, to make us from our Ground retire, _ 
The Reas'ners Weapons, and the Poet's Fire. 
The tuneful Sophiſt thus his Battel forms, mn 
Our Bullwarks thus in poliſh'd Armor ftorms. 2 
To Parent Matter Things their Being owe, _n 
Pecauſe from Nothing no Produſtions flow. = 
And if we grant no Pre-exiſtent Seed, of 
Things Diff rent Things, from what they do, wy 
might breed, Ang 
And any Thing from any Thing proceed. To. 
The ſpicy Groves might Sczthia's Hills adorn, Mor 
The Thiſtle might the Amaranth Have born, 
The Vine the Lemon, and the Grape the Thorn. Bü 
Herds from the Hills, Men from the Seas might I his 
Riſe, f c 
From Woods the Whales, and Lyons fromtheskies And, 


Th' elated 


K III. 


It 
ight) 
nite, 


Book III. CREATION 75, 


Th' elated Bard here with a Conqu*ror's Air 
Diſdainful ſmiles, and bids his Foes deſpair. 
But, Cars, now you uſe Poetic Charms, 
And not affail us with the Reas'ner's Arms. 
Where all is clear you fancy'd Doubts remove, 
And what, we grant with Eaſe, with Labour prove; 
What you ſhould prove, but cannot, you decline, 


| But chuſe a Thing you can, and there you ſhine. 


Tell us, fam'd Roman, was it e'er deny'd, 
That Seeds for ſuch Productions are ſupply'd? 
That Nature always muſt Materials find 
For Beaſts and Trees, to propagate their Kind? 
All Genetatien the rude Peaſant knows 
A pre- exiſtent Matter muſt ſuppoſe. 

But what to Nature firſt her Being gave? 

Tell whence your Atomes their Exiſtence haye > 
We ask you whence the Seeds Conſtituent ſpring 
Of ev'ry Plant, and ev'ry Living Thing, 

Whence ev'ry Creature ſhould produce its Kind, 
And to its proper Species be contin'd? 

To anſwer this, Lucrerius, will require 

More than ſweet Numbers and Poetic Fire. 


But ſee, how well the Poet will ſupport 
His Cauſe, if we the Argument retort. 
if Chance alone could manage, ſort, divide, 
And, Beings to produce, your Atomes guide ; 
E 3 | If 


And ev'ry Part of Nature, Proofs to ſhow 
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If caſual Concourſe did the World compoſe, 
And Things'from Hits Fortuitous aroſe, 
Then any Thing might come from any Thing, 
For how from Chance can conſtant Order ſpring} 
The Foreſt Oak might bear the bluſhing Roſe, 
And fragrant Mirtles thrive in Ruſſian Snows. 
The fair Pomgranate might adorn the Pine, 
The Grape the Bramble, and the Sloe the vine. 52 
rim from the Plains, Birds from the Floods i © * 
might Riſe, ; 
And lowing Herds break from the Starry Skies. 8 


But, fee, the Chief does keener Weapons chuſe, 
Advances- bold, and thus the Fight renews. 


«© If I were doubtful of the Source and Spring 


„ Whence Things ariſe, 1 from the Skies could 
„ bring, | 


© The World to Gods cannot its Being owe, 
So full of Faults is all th* unartful Frame: 
« Fuſt we the Air's unpeopled Deſart blame. 
Brute Beaſts poſſeſs the Hill, and ſhady Wood, 
* Much do the Lakes but more the Ocean's Flood 
(Which fevers Realms, and Shores divided laves,) 
Take from the Land by Interpoſing Waves. 
« One third by freezing Cold and burning Heat 
e Lyes a deform'd, inhoſpitable Seat: 
« The 


s Flood 
I laves,) 
aves. 

g Heat 


« The 
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« The reſt, unlabour'd, would by Nature breed 

„ Wild Brambles only, and the noxious Weed: 

« Did not Induſtrious Man, with endleſs Toil, 

« Extort his Food from the roluctant Soil, 

« Did not the Farmer's Steel the Furrow wound, 

« And Harrows tear the Harveſt from the Ground, 

« The Earth would no ſpontaneous Fruits afford 

© To Man, her vain imaginary Lord. ; 

« Oft when the labouring Bind has plough'd the 
« Field, 

« And forc'd the Glebe unwillingly to yield, 

« When Green and Flowry Nature crowns his 
« Hope 

« With the gay Promiſe of a plenteous Crop, 

« The Fruits (ſad Ruin !) periſh on the Ground, 

« Burnt by the Sun, or by the Deluge drown'd ; 

« Or ſoon decay by Snows immod'rate chill'd,. 

« By Winds are blaſted, or by Lightning kill'd. 

« Nature beſides, the Savage Beaſt ſuſtains, 

« Breeds in the Hills the Terror of the Plains, 

« To Man a fatal Race, could this be ſo 

e Did gracious Gods diſpoſe of Things below? 


« Their proper Plagues with annual Seaſons 
„ come, 
© And Deaths untimely blaſt us in the Bloom. 
Man at his Birth, unhappy Son of Grief! 
« Is helpleſs caſt on the wild Coaſts of Life, 
E 4 ; 1 
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In want ef all Things, whence our Comforts flow, 

« A ſad and moving spectacle of Woe. 

Infants in ill-preſaging Cries complain, 

* As conſcious of a coming Life of Pain. 

« All Things mean time to Beaſts kind N ature 
© grants, 

* Prevents their Suff*rings, and ſapplies theif 

5”. Wants, 

© Brought forth with Eaſe, they grow, and skip, 
« and feed, | 

% No dandling Nurſe, or jingling Gugaw need; 

In Caves they lurk, or o'er the Mountains range, 

Nor ever thro' the Year their Garment change, 

< Unveiſt in Arms and ignorant of War, 

« They need no Forts, and no Invaſion fear. 

„ Whate' er they want, from Nature's hand they 
« gain, 

«© The Life ſhe gave ſhe watches to maintain. 


Thus impotent in Senſe, tho? ſtrong in Rage, 
The daring Reman does the Gods engage. 
But undiſmay'd we face th' Intrepid Foe, 
Suſtain his Onſet, and thus ward the Blow. 


Suppoſe Defects in this Terreſtrial Seat, 
Taat Nature is not, as you urge, Compleat: 
That a Divine and Wiſe Artificer 
Might greater Wonders of his Art confer 
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And might with Eaſe on Man, and Man's Abode, 
More Bounty, more Perfection have beſtow'd. 

If in this lower World he has not ſhown 

His utmoſt Skill, ſay, has he therefore none? 

we in Productions Arbitrary ſee 

Marks of Perfection different in degree. 

Tho' Mafters now more Skill, now leſs impart, 
Yet are not all their Works, the Works of Art? 
Do Poets ſtill ſublimer Subjects ſing, 

Still ſtretch to Heav'n a bold aſpiring Wing, 

Nor e ex deſcend to Flocks, and lab'ring Swains, 
Frequent the Floods, or range the humble Plains? 
Did, Crecian Phiaias, all thy Pieces ſhine 

With equal Beauty? or, Apelle:, thine? 

Or Raphael's Pencil never chuſe to fall? 

Say, are his Works Transfigurations all? 

Did Buonareta never build, O Rome, 

A meaner Structure, than thy wondrous Dome? 
Tho' in their Works applauded as their beſt, 
Greater Deſign and Genius are expreſt, 

Jet is there none acknowledg'd in the reſt? 


In all the Parts of Nature's {ſpacious Sphere 
Of Art ten thouſand Miracles appear: 
And will you not the Author's Skill adore, 
Becauſe you think he might diſcover more? 
Tou own a Watch th' Invention of the Mind, 
Tho' for a ſingle Motion 'tis deſign'd, | 

E 5 As 
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As well as that, which is with greater Thought, 


With various Springs, for various Motions wrought, 


An Independent, Wiſe Te Conſcious Cauſe, 
Who freely acts by Arbitrary Laws, 
Who at Connexion, and at Order aims, 
Creatures diſtinguiſh'd. in Perfection frames, 
Unconſcious Cauſes only ſtill impart 
Their utmoſt Skill, their utmoſt Pow'r exert. 
Thoſe, which can freely chuſe, diſcern, and know, 
In acting can degrees of Vigour ſhow, 
And more or leſs of Art or Care beſtow. 
If all Perfection were in all Things ſhown, 
All Beauty, all Variety were gone. 


As this inferior Habitable Seat 
By different Parts, is made one Whole Compleat, 
So our low World is only one of thoſe, 
Which the Capacious Univerſe compoſe. 
Now to the Univerſal Whole advert ; 
The Earth regard, as of that Whole a Part, 
In which wide Frame more noble Worlds abound; 
Witneſs, ye glorious Orbs, which hang around, 
Ye ſhining Planets that in Ether ſtray, 
And thou bright Lord and Ruler of the Day! 
Witneſs, ye Stars, which beautifie the Skies, 
How mech do your vaſt Globes in Height and Size, 


in 
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ght, In Beauty and Magnificence, outgo 
zught, WH Our Ball of Earth, that hangs in Clouds below : 
. Between your ſelves too is Diſtinction found, 
uſe, Of diffrent Bulk with diff rent Glory crown'd. 
| The People, which in your bright Regions dwell, 
Muſt this low World's Inhabitants excell, 


And fince to various Planets they agree, 
| They from each other muſt diſtinguiſh'd be, 8 

t. And own Perfections diffrent in Degree, 

10Wz 
When we on fruitful Nature's Care reflect, 
And her Exhauſtleſs Energy reſpect, 

15 That ſtocks this Globe, which you Lucretians call 
The World's courſe Dreggs, which to the Bott om 

fall, 


with num'rons Kinds of Life, and bounteous fills 
npleat, I With breathing Gueſts the Vallies, Flocds and 
Hills: | 
We may pronounce each Orb ſuſtains a Race 
Of Living Things adapted to the Place. 
Were the refulgent Parts aud moſt refin'd 


mA” Only to ſerve the dark and baſe delign'd? 
ound, Were all the Stars, thoſe beauteous Realms of 
Light, 
Jay ! At diſtance only hung to ſhine by Night, 
8, And with their twinkling Beams to n our 
nd Size, Sight 2 
in How 
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How many roll in Ether, which the Eye 

Could ne'er, *till aided by the Glaſs, deſery, 
And which no Commerce with the Earth maintain! 
Are all thoſe Glorious Empires made in vain? 


Now, as I ſaid, the Globe Terreſtrial view, 
As of the Whole a Part, a mean one too. 
Tao? 'tis not like th' Etherial Worlds refin'd, 
Yet is it juſt, and finiſn'd in its Kind: 

Has all Perfection, which the Place demands, 
Where in Coherence with the reſt it ſtands. 
Were to your View the Univerſe diſplay d, 
And all the Scenes of Nature open laid, 

Could you their Place, Proportion, Harmony, 
Their Beauty, Order and Dependence ſee, 
You'd grant our Globe had all the Marks of An, 
All the Perfection due to ſuch a Part, 

Tho? not with Luſtre, or with Magnitude, 
Like the bright Stars, or brighter Sun endu'd, 


You oft declaim on Man's unhappy Fate, 
Inſulting oft demand in this Debate, 
If the kind Gods could ſuch a Wretch create. 


But whence can this Unhappineſs atiſe? 
You ſay, as ſoon as Born, he helpleſs lies, 
And mourns his Woes in Ill-preſaging Cries. 


„ f 
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But does not Nature for the Child prepare 


ok III. 


cry, The Parent's Love, the Nurſe's tender Care; | 
zintain) WI Who, of their own forgetful, ſeek his Good, % nf 
ain? Enfold his Limbs in Bands, and fill his Veins with 7 
| Food? | 
iew, 
* That Man is Frail and Mortal, is confeſt; 
nd, Co:vullions rack his. Nerves, and Cares his Breaſt. 
His flying Life is chas'd by rav'ning Pains 
ids, Tio? all its Doubles in the winding Veins, 
8. Mithin himſelf he ſure Deſtruction breeds, 
, And ſecret Torment in his Bowels feeds, 
By cruel Tyrants, by the Savage Beaſt, 
ny, Or his own fiercer Paſſions he's oppreſt : | 
Now breaths Malignant Air, now Poiſon drinks; 
of Ar, By gradual Death, or by untimely, ſinks. 
But theſe Objectors muſt the Cauſe upbraid, 
u'd. That has not Mortal Man Immortal made. 
For if he once muſt feel the fata! Blow, 
©, Is it of great Importance When, or How? 
| Should the Lucretian ling'ring Life maintain 
eate. Thro' num' rous Ages, ignorant of Pain, 
Still might the diſcontented Murm' rer cry, 
Ah hapleſs Fate of Man! ah Wretch deom'd once 
1 to Die! 
S. 


Rar 


— 


/ 
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But oh! how ſoon would you, who thus com- 
plain, 

And Nature's Cauſe of Cruelty arraign, 
By Reaſon's Standard this Miſtake correct, 
And ceaſe to murmur, did you once reflect, 
That Death removes us only from our Seat, 
Does not extinguiſh Life, but change its State. 
Then are diſplay'd, oh raviſhing Surprize ! 
Fair Scenes of Bliſs, and Triumphs in the Skies: 
To which admitted, each ſuperior Mind, 
By Virtue's vital Energy refia'd, 
Shines forth with more than ſolar Glory bright, 
And cloath'd with Robes of Beatific Light, 
2 Hours in Heav'nly Tranſports ſhall employ, 


Foung with Immortal Bloom from living Streams 


of Joy. 


You ask us, why the Soil the Thiſtle breeds; 
Why its ſpontaneous Births are Thorns an 
Weeds, 
Why for the Haryeſt it the Harrow needs? 


In brighter Dreſs the Hills and Vales array'd, 

And all its Face in flowry Scenes diſplay'd: 

The Glebe untill'd might plenteous Crops. have 
born, 

Ang brought forth ſpicy Groves inſtead of Thorn: 


Rich 


The Author might a nobler World have ry: 


Boo! 


Rich 
F 
Might 
t 
This 
Who 
That 
Shoul 
But h 
Fert1] 
That 
And 


But 
Ask, 
Kind 
That 


Book III. CREATION. 3p 


Rich Fruit and Flowers ous the Gardner's 
Pains 

Might ev'ry Hill have crown'd, have honour'd lb 
the Plains: 

This Nature might have boaſted, had ag Mind 

Who form'd the ſpacious Univerſe, deſign'd 

That Man from Labour free, as well as Grief, 

Should paſs in lazy Luxury his: Life. 

But he his Creature gave a fertile Soil, 

Fertile, but not without the Owner's Toil, 

That ſome Reward his Induſtry ſhould crown, 

And that his Food in part might be his own, 

But while inſulting you arraign the Land, 

Ask, why it wants the Plough, or Lab'rer's Hand; 

Kind to the Marble Rocks, you ne'er complain 

That they without the Sculptor's Skill and Pain 


ds; No perfe& Statue yield; no Baſſe Relieve, 
an Or finiſh'd Column for the Palace give. 
Yet if from Hills unlabour'd Figures came, 
Man might have Eaſe enjoy'd, tho* never Fame, 
5 You may the World of more Defects upbraid, 
. That other Works by Nature are unmade. 
That ſhe did never at her own Expence 
- have A Palace reer, and in Magnificence 
; Out-r'val Art, to grace the ſtately Rooms; 
zorn: 


f That he no Caſtle builds, no lofty Domes. 
Rich Had 


f 
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Had Nature's Hand theſe various Works prepard 

What thoughtful Care, what Labour had been 
ſpar'd? 5 

But then no Realm would one great Maſter ſhoy, 

No Phidias Greece, and Rome no Angelo. 

With equal Reaſon too you might demand, 

Why Boats and Ships require the Artiſt's Hand; 

Why gen'rous Nature did not theſe provide 

To paſs the ſtanding Lake, or flowing Tide. 


You ſay the Hills, which high in Air ariſe, 
Harbour in Clouds, and mingle with the Skies, 
The Earth's Diſhonour and encumbring Load, 
Of many ſpacious Regions Man dettaud, 

For Beaſts and Birds of Prey a deſolate m 


But can th' Objector no Convenience find ) 


In Mountains, Hills and Rocks, which gird and 
bind | 
The mighty Frame, that elſe would be disjoyn'd; 
Do not thoſe Heaps the raging Tide reſtrain, 
And for the Dome afford the Marble Vein: 
Does not the River from the Mountain flow, 
And bring down Riches to the Vale below? 
See, how the Torrent rolls the Golden Sand 
From the high Ridges to the flatter Land. 
The lofty Lines abound with endleſs Store 
Of Min'ral Treaſure, and Metallic Oar ; 
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with precious Veins of Silver, Coppet, Tin, 
Without how barren, yet how rich within? 
They bear the Pine, the Oak and Cedar yield 


et ſhow, To form the Palace, and the Navy build. 


. d. When the Inclement Meteors you accuſe, 
* ad ask if gracious Gods would Storms produce: 
* ou ne'er refeR, that by the driving Wind 

; The Air from noxious Vapours is refin'd ; 
10 Freed from the putrid Seeds of Pain and Death, 
" hat living Creatures might not by their Breath, 
Skies hro* their warm Veins, inſtead of Vital Food, 
oad, Piſperſe Contagion, and corrupt their Blood. 
2 ithout the Wind the Ship were made in vain, 


dvent'rous Merchants could not croſs the Main, 
Nor ſever dRealms their gainful Trade maintain. 


Then with this wiſe Reflection you diſturb 
our anxious Thought, that our Terreſtrial Orb 


in, n many Parts is not by Man poſſeſt, 

1 7 ith too much Heat, or too much Cold, oppreſt. 
DW, But in Miſtake you this Obje&ion found: 

* nuumber'd Iſles and ſpacious Tracts of Ground, 
1d 'kich feel the Scorching Sun's directer Beam, 


And did to you Inhoſpitable ſeem, | 
Witz Tawny Nations, or with Black abound, 
Witt noble Rivers lay'd, with Plenty crown'd. 


With | And 


/ 
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And Regions too from the bright Orb remote 
Are Peopled, which you unfrequented thought, 


ok [ 


01 iS C 
we Pet 
t what 


But could Lueretiu, on the Sun reflect, the v 


His proper Diſtance from the Earth reſpeR, 
Obſerve his con{tant Road, his equal Pace, 
His Round Diurnal, and his Annual Race; 
Could he regard the Nature of the Light, 
Its beauteous Luſtre, and its rapid Flight, 
And its relation to the Senſe of Sight; 
Could he to all theſe Miracles advert, 

And not in all perceive one Stroke of Art? 
Grant, that the Motions of the sun are ſuch, 
That ſome have Light too little, ſome too much, 
Grant, that in diff rent Tracks he might han 

roll'd, 

And giv'n each Clime more equal Heat and Col 
Yet view the Revolutions, as they are, 
Does tiere no Wiſdom, no Deſign appear? 
Cou'd any but a Knowing, Prudent Gauſe, You o 
Begin inch Motions, and aflign ſuch Laws? nd of 
If the Great Mind had form'd a diffrent Frame s burt 
Might not your wanton Wit the Syſtem blame! 

Tho” here you all Perfection ſhould not find, Beſide 
Yet is it all th' Eternal Will deſign'd, re not 
It is a finiſh'd World, and perfect in its Kind. Moes nc 
Not that its Regions ev'ry Charm include, ith D 
With which Celeſtial Empires are endu'd: 
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or is Conſummate Goodneſs here conferr'd, 
we Perfection abſolute regard. 

t what's beſore aſſerted, we repeat, 

the vaſt Whole it is a Part compleat. 


ect, 

ce, But ſince you murmur that the Partial Sun 

ez not Indulgent to the Frigid Zone; | 

t, ppole more Suns in proper Orbits roll'd, <4 

2 ilolv'd the Snows, and chac'd the Polar Cold; 10 
r grant that This revolv'd in ſuch a way, g 
; equal Heat to all he might convey, : 

rt? d give the diſtant Poles their ſhare of Day. | 

ſuch, ſerve how prudent Nature's Icy Hoard, | 

o much ich all her Nitrous Stores, would be devour'd: 

nt bau en would unbalanc'd Heat licentious reign, 
rack the dry Hill, and chap tne Ruſſet Plain. 

nd Collier Moiſture all exhal'd, the cleaving Earth 
ould yield no Fruit, and bear no Verdant Birth. 

Ir ? | 

, Yon of the Pools and ſpacious Lakes complain, 

s? rd of the liquid Deſarts of the Main, 

t Frame burtful theſe, or uſeleſs, you arraign. 

blame! | 

find, Beſides the Pleaſure, which the Lakes afford, 

| te not their Waves with Fiſh delicious ſtor' d? 
Kind.) Moes not the wide capacious Deep, the Sky 
le, ih Devy Clouds, the Earth with Rain ſupply Þ 


Not | De 
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Do not the Rivers, which the Vally lave, 

Creep thro? the ſecret Subterranean Cave, 

And to the Hills convey the Refluent Wave, 

You then muft own the Earth the Ocean needs, 

Which thus the Lake recruits, the Fountain feed, 
The noxious Plant and ſavage Animal, 

Which you the Earth's reproach and blemikh cal 

Are uſeful various ways, if not for Food, 

For ManufaQtures or for Med'cine good. 

Thus we repel with Reaſon, not evade- 

The bold Obje&ions by Lucretius made. 


Pyrrhonians next of like ambitious Aim, 
Wanton of Wit, and panting after Fame, 
Who ſtrove to fink tlie Sets of chief Renown 
And on their ruin'd Schools to raife their own, 
Boldly preſum'd, with Rhetorician Pride, 

To hold of any Queſtion either ſide. 
They thought in ev'ry Subject of Debate, 
In either Scale the proof of equal Weight, 


Ask, if a God Exiſtent they allow, 
The vain Declaimers will attempt to ſhow, 
That whether you renounce him, or aflert, 
There's no ſuperior Proof on either part. 
Suppoſe a God, we muſt, ſay they, conclude 
He lives, it ſo, he is with Senſe endu'd ; 


And 
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nd if with Senſe endu'd may Pain perceive, 


© ad what can ſuffer Pain may ceaſe to live, 
/ave. } 
a needs, pyrrhonians, we a Living God adore, 
ain feed, Wn unexhauſted Spring of Vital Pow'r; 
ut his Immortal, Uncreated Life | 
, do Torment feels, and no deſtructive Grief, 
miſh call Woes he by diffrent Organs taſte or hear! 
, dr by an Eye do Things to him appear? 
as he a Muſcle or extended Nerve, 
hich to impart or Pain or Pleaſure ſerye? 
pr all perfection poſſible poſſeſt, 255 
e finds no Want, nor is with Woe oppreſt. 
m, Tho' we can ne'er explore the Life Divine, 
2 ad ſound the bleſt Abyſs by Reaſon's Line, 
nom er'tis not, Mortal Man, a Tranſient Life, like 
3 thine. 
Others, to whom the whole Mechanic Tribe 
ö ith an Harmonious Sympathy ſubſcribe, 
t, ture with Empire Univerſal crown, 
And this high Queen the World's Creator own. 
If you, what Builder reer'd the World, demand, 
oy They ſay *twas done by Nature's pow'rful Hand. 
* If whence its Order and its Beauty roſe, 
* Nature, they ſay, did ſo the Frame diſpoſe. 
2 If what its ſteady Motions does maintain, 
* And holds of Cauſes and Effects the Chain; 


O'es 


94 CRE ATION. | Book Bool 


O'er all her Works this Sov'reign Caule preh A Go 
Upholds the Orbs, and all their Motions gut it 
Since to her Bounty we ſuch Bleſſings owe, How C 
Our Gen'rous BenefaQor let us know. nd f 
When the Word Nature you expreſs, declate NCould 
Form'd in your Minds what Image does append 7 
Can you that Term of doubtful Sound expla»Ft!! 2 
Show it no Idle Off-fpring of the Brain! \nd v 
, Steer 
Sometimes by Nature your inlight'ned Sch C 
Intends of things the Univerſal Whole. 
Sometimes it is the Order, that connects, Tha 
And holds the Chain of Cauſes and Effects f Wi 
Sometimes it is the Manner, and the Way, n all 
In which thoſe Cauſes do their Force cone, han 
And in Effects their Energy diſplay. lad f 
That ſhe's the Work it ſelf you oft aſſert, nt 
As oft th' Artificer, as oft the Art. Let ſui 
That is, that we may Nature clearly trace, - army 
And by your Marks diſtinctly know her Fact, in 8 
She's now the Building, now the Architect, This \ 
And now the Rule which does his Hand dire * the! 
| And ii 
But let this Empreſs be whate' er you pleaſe; me 13 
Let her be all, or any one of Theſe; Vieh | 
She is with Reaſon, or ſhe's not, endu'd; _ 
ehe 


If you the farſt affirm, we thence conclude 
/ \ Yee hi; 
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e preſide 


NS guid 
We, 


\ God, whoſe Being you oppoſe, you grant : 


But if this mighty Queen does Reaſon want, 
How could this noble Fabrick be deſign'd, 


nd faſhion'd by a Maker Brute and Blind? 
ould it of Art ſuch Miracles invent? 
nd raiſe a beauteous World of ſuch Extent? 
till at the Helm does this dark Pilot Rand, 
\nd with a ſteady, never-erring Hand, 
Freer all the floating Worlds, and their ſet 
Courſe command? 


That clearer Strokes of Maſterly Deſign, 
df wiſe Contrivance, and of Judgment ſhine 
In all the Parts of Nature, we aſſert, 

han in the brighteſt Works of Human Art: 
nd ſhall not Thoſe be judg'dth' effect of Thought, 

s well as Theſe with Skill inferior wronght 2 
Let ſuch a Sphere to India be convey'd, 

s .Archimede or modern Hugens made; 

ill not the Indian, tho' untaught and rude, 
This Work th' Effect of wiſe Deſign conclude 7 
Is there ſuch Skill in Imitation ſhown, 

And in the things, we Imitate, is none? 
Are not our Arts by artful Nature taught, 
With Pain and careful Obſervation ſought ? 


Behold the Painter, who with Nature vies, 


See his whole Soul exerted in his Eyes: 
| He 
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He views her various Scenes, intent to trace 
The Maſter Lines, that form her tiniſh'd Face; 
Are Thought and Conduct in the Copy clear, 
While none in all th' Original appear? 


Tell us what Maſter, for Mechanicks fam'd, 
Has one Machine ſo admirably fram'd, 
Where you will Art in ſuch Perfection grant, 
As in a living Creature, or a Plant ? 

Declare what curious Workmanſhip can vie 
Or with a Hand or Foot, an Ear or Eye? 
That can for Skill as much Applauſe deſerve, 
As the fine Texture of the Fibrous Nerve, 
Or the ſtupendovs Syſtem, which contains 
Th' Arterial Channels, or the winding Veins? 
W hat Artificial Frame, what Inſtrument 
Did one Superior Genius yet invent, 
Which to the Bones or Muſcles is prefer'd, 
If you their Order, Form, or Uſe regard? 
Why then to Works of Nature is aſſign'd 
An Author Unintelligent and Blind, 
When ours proceed from Choice and conſcious 
Mind? 


To this you ſay, that Nature's are indeed 
Moſt artful Works, but then they ne'er proceed 
From Nature acting with Deſign and Art, 
Who void of Choice her Vigour does exert ; 

And 


ok Ill. 
trace 

d Face: 
cleat, 


fam'd, 


grant, 


znſcious 


deed 


proceed 
rt, 
xert ; 

And 


Book III. CREATION... 5 i 
And by unguided Motion Things produce, 5 
Regardleſs of theit Order, End or Uſe. 

By Tully's Mouth thus Cotta does Rilpure : 
But thus, wirk Eaſe the Nm we Torfute, 


Say, if in artful Things nd Art is own, 
What are the certain Marks, that make it known? 
How will you artful from unartful bound, 
And not th' Idzas in dur Mind confound? 
Than this ne Truth difplays before our Sight 
A brighter Beam, or more convinting Light, 
That ski tful Works ſuppoſe a Sifful Cauſe, 
Which acts by Choice, and moves by prudent 

Laws. 

Where you, :umtefs yon are, as Marter, blind, 
conduct and beautedus Difpofirion find, 
Conſpicing Order, Firneſs, Harmony, 
Uſe aud Convenience, will you not agree 
That ſuch Effects could not be undeſign'd, 
Nor could proceed, but from a Knowing Mind? 


Old Syſtems you may try, or new ones raiſe, 
May ſhift and wind and plot a thouſand Ways; 
May various Words, and Forms of Diction ule, 
And with a diff rent Cant th* unjudging Ear 

amuſe; | 
You may affirm, that Chance did Things create, 
Or let it Nature be, or be it Fate; 
F Body 


98 CREATION. Bookill, 


Body alone, inert and brute, you'll find, 
The Cauſe of all Things is by you aſſign'd. 
And after all your fruitleſs Toil, if you 
A Cauſe diftint from Matter will allow, 

It muſt be Conſcious, not like Matter Blind, 
And ſhew you grant a God, by granting Mind, 


Vaninus next, a hardy, modern Chief, 
A bold Oppoſer of Divine Belief, 
Attempts Religion's Fences to ſubvert, 
Strong in his Rage, but deſtitute of Art. 
In Impious Maxims fixt he Heav'n defy'd, 
An unbelieving Anti-Martyr dy'd. 
Strange, that an Atheiſt Pleaſure ſhould refuſe, 
Relinquiſh Life, and Death in Terment chuſe! 
Of Science what a deſpicable ſhare 
Vaninus own'd, his publiſh'd Dreams declare. 
Eet impious Wits applaud a Godleſs Mind, 
As bleſt with piercing Sight, and Senſe refin'd, 
Contriv'd and wrought by Nature's careful Hand 
All the proud Schools of Learning to Command; 
Let them pronounce each Patron of their Cauſe, 
Claims by diſtinguiſh'd Merit juſt Applauſe; 
Yet I this Writer's want of Senſe arraign, 
Treat all his empty Pages with Diſdain, 
And think a grave Reply miſpent and vain: 
To borrow Light his Error to amend, 
Lwould the Atheiſt to Vaninus ſend. 
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At length Britannia's Soil, Immortal Shame! 

Brought forth a Sage of Celebrated Name, 

Who with Contempt on bleſt Religion trod, 

Mock'd all her Precepts, and renounc'd his God. 

As awful Shades and Horrors of the Night 

Diſturb the Mother, and the Child affright, 

Who ſee dire Spectres thro' the gloomy Air 

In threat'ning Forms advance, and ſhuddring heat 

The Groans of rg GC and Yellings 
of Deſpair 2+ | 

From the ſame 1 he fays, Devotion flows, 

Conſcience of Guilt from dread of Vengeance roſe : 

Religion is the Creature of the Spleen, 

aſe, And troubled Fancy forms the World unſeen : 

iſe! That tim'rous Minds with ſelf-rormenting Care 

Create thoſe awful Phantoms, which they fear. 


duch Arms were us'd' by impious Chiefs of old, 


ud, Vain as this Modern Hero, and as bold. 

| Hand Who wou'd not this Philoſopher adore, 

mand; Tor finding Worlds diſcover'd long before? 

Cauſe, Can he one Flower in all his Garden ſhow, 

ej; Which, in his Grecian Maſter's did not grow ? 
And yet impexious with a Teacher's Air, 
Doaſtful hejelaums-a Right to wiſdom's Chair, 

in: Caſping with ardent Thirſt of falſe Renown, 
*1t1 Grecian Wreaths he does his Temples crown, 
Tnlamphs with borrow'd Spoils, and Trophies 

gt not his own, 


F 2 The 
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The world, be | grants, with Clouls vas ober 

rend. | 
Fruth ne*er exeed yet her any Head, | 
»Till he bright Genius role to chaſe the Night, 


Reli 
And thro' all Nature one with em- ſprung Light, . 
But 
But let th' Enquirer know, proud Briton, why Thou 
Hope ſhould not Gods, as well as Fear ſupply! I yet d 
Does not th' Idæa of a God include All C 
The Notion of Beneficent and Good, That 
Of one to Mercy, not Revenge, inclin'd, were 
Able and willing to relieve Mankind? 
And does not this Idza more appear + But 
The Object of our Hope, than of our Fear? TY 
Then tell vs why this Paſlion, more than that, Wl ++... 
Should build their Altars, and the Gods create? By a1 
i Th' E 
But let us grant the weak and tim rous Mind By P. 
To Superſtitious Terrors is inclin'd: That 
That horrid Seencs, and Monſters form'd in Ai, zuch 


By Night the Children and the Mother ſeate: 
That Apparitions by a Fever bred, 

Or by the Spleen's black Vapours fill the Head; 
Does that affect the Sage of Senſe refin'd, 
Whoſe Body's healthful, and Scrcne his Mind! 


Yet more, inſulting Briton, let us try 
Your Reaſon's force, your Arguments apply. 


Fos 
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ou ſay, ſince Spectres from the Fancy flow, 

To tim'rous Fancy Gods their Being owe: 

Since Phantoms. to the Weak ſeem real Things, 


Religion from Miſtake and Weakneſs ſprings, 


But tho' the Vulgar have Iluſions ſeen, 
Thought Obiects were without, that were within, 
Tet we from hence abſurdly Mould. conclude, 
All Objects of the Mind, the Mind delude :- 
That our Idæas idle are, that none | 
Were ever real, and that Nothing's known. 


But leaving Phantoms, and illuſive Fear, 
Let us at Reaſon's Judgment Scat appear. 
There let the Queſtion be ſeverely. ty d,. 

By an impartial Sentence we abide: 

Th Eternal Mind's. Exiſtence we ſuſtain. 

By Pas ſo full, by Euidener ſo plain, 

That none. of all the Sciences have ſhown, 
Such Demonſtration of the Truths they own. 


Syinaſu next, to hide his black Deſign, 
And to his Side th' unwary to incline, 
For Heav'n. his Enfigns treachergus: diſplays, 
Declares fon God, while he that God betrays: 
For whom he's: ple asd ſuck Evidence to bring, 
As ſaves the Name, while it fubverts the hing. 
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Now hear his labour'd Scheme of impious Uſe: 
No Subſtance can another c'er produce. 
Subſtance no Limit, no Confiuement knows, 
And its Exiſtence from its Nature flows. 

The Subſtance of the Univerſe is one, 
Which is the Self-exiſtent God alone. 


The Spheres of Ether, which the World encloſe, 
And allth* Apartments, which the Whole compoſe; 
The lucid Orbs, the Earth, the Air, the Main, 
With every diff rent Being they contain, 

Are one prodigious Aggregated God, 

Of whom each Sand is part, each Stone and Clod! 
Supream Perfections in each Inſe& thine, 

Each Shrub is. Sacred, and each Weed Divine, 


Sages, no longer Egypt's Sons deſpiſe, 
For their cheap Gods, and Savoury Deities ! 
No more their courſe Divinities revile ! 
To Leeks, to Onions, to the Crocodile, 


You might your humble Adorations pay, 


Were you not Gods your ſelves, as well as they. 


As much you pull Religion's Altars down, -. 
By owning all Things God, as owning none. 
For ſhould all Beings be alike Divine, 

Of Worſhip if an Object you aſſign, 
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God to himſelf muſt Veneration ſhew, 
Muſt be the Idol and the Vot'ry too. 
And their Aſſertions are alike abſurd, 
Who own no God, or none to be ador'd. 
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BOOK Iv. 


1 


The ARGUMENT. 


The Introduction. No Man happy, that 


has not conquer d the Fears of Death, 
The Inability of the Epicurean Scheme 
to accompliſh that End. Religion only 
capable of ſubdning thoſe Fears, The 
Hypotheſis of Epicurus concerning the 
Formation of the Univerſe ſhewn to le 
abſurd, |. In a more general Survey of 


the Parts of the Univerſe, II. By 4 


more cloſe and flrick Examination of 
bis Scheme, The Principle of Motion 
not accounted for by that Scheme; mr 


the Determination of it one way, Pon- 


dns, Gravity, Innate Mobility, Words 
without a Meaning, Deſcent of A- 


tomes; 


on of 
ſotion 
nor 
Pon - 
Vord. 
FA. 


mes; 
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tomes; Upwards and Downwards, 4 
Middle or Center abſurdly aſſerted by. 


Epicurus in infinite Space. His Hy- 
potbeſis not to be ſupported, whether- 
his Matter be ſuppos d Finite or Infi- 
nite, His ridiculous Aſſertion relat- 
ing to the Diurnal and Annual Mo- 
tion of the Sun. The Impoſſibility of 
forming the World by the Caſual Con- 
courſe of Atomes, They could never 
meet if they mov'd with equal Speed. 
Primitive Atomes being the ſmalleſt 


Parts of Matter, would move more 


flowly than Bodies of greater Bulk, 
which have more Gravity, yet theſe are 
abſurdly ſuppos d to move the ſwifteſt, 
His Aſſertion that ſome Primitive A- 


tomes have a direct, and others. an in- 
clining Motion, implies a Contradicti- 
n. Lucretius his Explanation of this - | 


inclining Motion of ſome firſt Atomes 
was intelligible, The inexplicable Dif- 


F ficulty 
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ficulty of ſiopping the Atomes in their 
flight, and cauſing them to ſettle in a 
form'd World. The pondrous Earth 
not to be ſuſtain'd in liquid Air. The 
Fpicurean Formation of the Heaven 


by the Epicureans how the Sun and 
Stars are upheld in fluid Ether. Their 
Idle Account of the Formation of the 
Air. The variety of Figure and S12e 
given by Epicurus to his Atomes, «a . «i 
convincing proef of Wiſdom and Defign, Le 
Another proof is the diſproportion i 
the Moiſt and Dry Atomes in the Fur- 
mation of the Earth. His ludicrous if 
and childiſh Account of the Formation A 
of the Hollow for the Seas. No A- T 


count given by Epicurus, or his Follow- 2 

ers, of the Motion of the Heavenly 

Orbe, particularly of the Sun. 
E 
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„ AUS, we grant no Man is 
Cr ISAACS 1 

TE bleſt, but he, 

a LE Whoſe Mind from anxious 


Thoughts of Death is free. 

>/ Let Laurel Wreaths the victor's 
_ Brows' adorn, 

Sublime thro' gazing Throngs in Triumph born: 

Let Acclamations ring around the Skies; | 

While curling Clouds of balmy Incenſe riſe; 

Let Spoils immenſe, let Trophies gain'd in War, 

And conquer'd Kings attend his rolling Car: 

If Dread of Death ftill unſubdu'd remains, 

And ſecret o'er the vanquiſh'd Victor reigns, 

Th' IIluſtrious Slave in endleſs Thraldom bears 

A heavier Chain, than his led Captive wears. 


With ſwifteſt Wing the Fears of future Fate 
Elude the Guards, and paſs the Palace Gate: 
Traverſe the lofty Rooms, and uncontrouPd 
Fly hovering round the Painted. Roofs, and 0 
Zo the zichAtras cling, and pereh onByſts of Gold, 

| Famular 
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Familiar Horrors haunt the Monarch's Head, 
And. Thaughts. ill-boding from: the: Downy, Bed: » 
Chaſt gentle Neep, hlack Cares. the Soul; infeſt 

And broider'th cats adotn a txoubled; Nxgaſta 
In vain they ask the charming Dyre, in vain, 
The Elaterer's ſweeter Voice to lull. their, Ein. 
Riot and Wine but for a Moment pleaſe, 


Delights they. aft enjoy, bur never Eaſc. 


What are Diſtinction, Honour, Wealth and 
State, 
The Pomp of. Courts, the. Triumphnaftthe: Great; 
The num'rous Troops, that envy d Thrones: ſecure, 
And ſplendid, Enfigns of Imperial. Pow? ? . 
What the high Palace reer'd with vaſt, Expence, 
Unrivalb d. Art, and, Luxury immenſe, 
With Statues grad d by Ancient Greece, ſupply d. 
With more than Perſian. Wealth, and Tyia 
Pride? | 
What are the Foods of all delicious Kinds, 
Which, now the Huntſman, now. the Fowler finds ; 
The zgheſt Wines, which, Gallia's happy, Field 
Which T»ſcen Hills, Or Thine, Iberia, yield? 


Nature deprav'd, Abundance does purſue, 
| Her fd and pure Demands are cheap and fem, 
What Health promotes, and gives uncnyy Peace, 
1s all, Exyeuceleſe, and procut d with. Eaſe... 
Behold 


Book IV. CR EAT TO N wy 
d, Behold. the Shepherd, ſee: th Induſtrions Swain, 
Bed: | WH whoploughsthe Field, orrcapathe ripen'd: Grain, 
eſt, How mean, and yet how taſteful is their Fare? 
* How ſweet their Sleep? Their, Souls how free 
8 from Care? 
An. BW They drink the ſtreaming Cryſtal, and: eſcape 

Th! inflaming Juices of the Purpla Grape; 

And to prateſt their Limbs: tram. rig rous Air, 

Garments, their own Domeſtick: Wark, they wear. 
h and BW 1ct Thoughts of Death their lonely Cots moleſt, 
Aﬀtight the Hind, and break the Lab'rer's Reſt. 


ecure; Since theſe Reflections on approaching Fate, 
Diſtruſt, and Ul-preſaging Care oreate'; 

'Tis clear we ſtrive for Happineſs in vain, 
While Fears of Death within. inſulting reign, 


But then Lucretian Wits abſurdly frame, 
To ſink thoſe inhred Fears, their.impious Scheme, 
To chaſe the Horrors: of a. Conſcious. Mind, 
They deſperate Means, and wild Expedients find. 
Tie hardy Rebels aiming to appeaſe 
Their fierce Remorſe, and dream a while at Eaſe, 
Of crying Guilt th' ayenging Power diſown, 
And pull their high Creator from his Throne: 
That done, they. mock the Threats of future Pain, 
A Monſtrous Eiftions of the Poot's Brain, 


chold Thy 
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Thy Force alone, Religion, Death diſarms, 
Breaks all his Darts, and every Viper charms, 
Soften'd by Thee, the griſly Form appears 
No more the horrid Object of our Fears. 
We undiſmay'd this awful Power obey, - 


That guides us thro? the ſafe, tho“ gloomy Way: 


Which leads to Life, and to the bleſt Abode, 
Where raviſt'd Minds enjoy, what here they 
own'd, a God. 


Regard, ye Sages of Lucretian Race, 
Nature's rich Dreſs, behold her lovely Face. 
Look all areund, Terreſtrial Realms ſurvey, 
The Iſles, the Rivers, and the ſpacious Sea: 
Obſerve the Air, view with attentive Eyes 
The glorious Concave of the vaulted Skies ; - 
Could theſe from Caſual Hits, from Tumult 
theſe ariſe? | 
Can Rule and Beauty from Diſtration grow? 
Can Symmetry from wild Confuſion flow? 
When Atomes in th* unmeaſur'd Space did rove, 
And in the Dark for doubtful Empire ſtrove; 
Did intervening Chance the Feuds compoſe, 
Eſtabliſh Friendſhip, and diſarm the Foes? 
Did This the Ancient darkſom Horrors chace;: 
Diſtinction give, and ſpread Celeſtial Grace : 
O' er the black Diſtricts of the empty Space? 


, | Could 
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Could Atomes, which with undirected flight 


Roam'd thro? the Void, and rang'd the Realms 
of Night, 


of Reaſon deſtitute, without Intent, 

Depriv'd of Choice, and mindleſs of Event, 

In Order march, and to their Poſts advance, 
Led by no Guide, but undeſigning Chance? 


What did th' 3 Panicles divide, 
And ſort the various Seeds of Things ally'd? 
To make primzval Elements ſcle& 


e. All the fit Atomes, and th' unfit reject? 
Ys Diſtinguiſh Hot from Cold, and Moiſt from Dry, 
Ty Range ſome to form the Eaith, and ſome the | 
Sky? | 
S3- From the Embrace, and 8 han of Night, . } 
mult What freed the glimm' ring Fire, and diſengag'd 1 
| the Light ? of 
Ww 2 Could Chance ſuch juſt and prudent Meaſures take ? 9 [ 
| To frame the World ſuch Diſtributions make? 1 
rove, I to your Builder you will Conduct give. 164 
ye; A Power to chuſe, to manage and contriv e, 14 
I Your Idol Chance, ſuppos'd Inert and Blind, 4 
Muſt be enrol'd an active Conſcious Mind. Y! 
ace, Did this your Wiſe and Sovereign Architect 
e - : Delign the Model, and the World exec? 1 
2.3» were by her Skill the deep Foundations laid, + 6 
The Globes ſuſpended, and the Heav'ns diſplay'd ? | 
Could By 
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By what Rlaſtic Engines did ſhe reer 
The ſtarry Roof, and roll. the Orbs in Air? 


On the Formation of the Eartk toſſect; 
Is this a blind Fortuitous Effect? | 
Did all the groſſer Atomes, at the call | 
Of Chance, file off to form the pondrous Ball + 
And undetermin'd into Order fall? 
Did of themſelves tl? aſſembled: Seeds arrive? 
And without Art this artful Frame contrive? 
To build the Earth did Chance Materials chuſe, 
And thro? the Parts cementing Glue diffuſe y. 
Adjuſt the Frontier: of the Sea and Soil, 
Balance- and hang: in Air-the finiſh'd Pile? 
Ye tow'ring Hills, whoſe ſnowy Peaks ariſe 
Above the Cleuds, and winter in the Skies 
Ye Rocks, which on the Shores your Heads ad- 

vance, 

Are you the Labour and the Cate of Chanee? 
To draw- up Stones of ſuch prodigious Weight, 
And raiſe th' amazing Heaps to ſuch a height, | 
What huge Machine, what forceful Inſtrument 
Did your blind Builder of the World invent? 
Could it diſtinguiſh, could it Wall around 
The damp and. dark Apartments under Ground? Di 
With Rocky Arches vault the hollow Caves, Naiſ 
And form the Tracks of Subterranean Waves? And 


. Fx. Wo 
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+» | WExtend the diff tent Mineral Veins, and ſpread 
or rich Metallic Oars the genial Bed? 


What could prepare the Gulphs to entertain 
Between their Shores the interpoling Main? 
Diſ- join the Land, the various Realms divide, 


Regard th' unnumber'd Wonders of the Deep, 

Where confluent Streams, their Race compleated, 
ſleep. 

Did Chance the Compaſs take, and in the Dank 

The wide Dimenſions ef the Ocean mark? 

Then dig the ample Cave, and ſtreteh the Shores, 

Whoſe winding Arms. confine the liquid. Stores, 


MW Vbich gufting from the Mountain to the Main 
5 "WM Thio' verdant Vallies draw their humid Train? 


Is ad. did it deſign the deep Abyſs, and ſpread 

The ancient Waters on theix Central Bed? 
pe? To the wild Flood did Sovereign Fortune ſay, 
he, Thus far advance, and here thy Billows ſtay : 
ght; de this thy Barrier, this encloſing Sand 
ent Thou malt. not paſs, nor overflow the Land; 
oy -: And do the Waves xevere her high Command? 


„ Raiſe all the Labour Houſes of the Air, 
ves? And lay crude Vapours in Digeſtion there? 
Where Nature is employ'd with wondraus. Skill 
I To draw her Spirits, and her Drops diſtil : 
Metcocs 


ound? Did Chymic Chance the Furnaces prepare, 8 


And ſpread with ſcatter'd Iſles th' extended Tide? 
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Meteors for vatious Purpoſes to form, 


ce, he 

The Breeze to cheer, to terrifie the Storm. 4 nec 
Did ſhe extend the gloomy Clouds on high, as Pri 
Where all th' amazing Fireworks of the Sky, Unbou 


In unconcotted Seeds fermenting lie? 

Till the impriſon'd Flames are ripe for Birth, 

And ruddy Bolts exploded wound the Earth. 

What ready Hand applies the kindled Match, 

Which Evening Trains of unctuous Vapours catch; 

Whence ſhoots with lambent Flight the falling Stu, 

And Flames unhurtful hovering dance in Air! 

What curious Loom does Chance by Evening 
ſpread ? | | 

With what fine Shuttle weave the Virgin's 
Thread, 

Which, like the Spider's Net, hangs o'er the 
graſſy Mead? 

Let us the Moulds to faſhion Meteors know, 

How Theſe produce the Hail, and thoſe the 

| Snow? | | 

What gave the Exhalations Wings to riſe, 
To leave their Center, and poſſeſs the Skies. 


Matte! 
With \ 
Some 
Deſcri 
For di 
They 
While 
They 

Oft cl 
Some 

They 

By mi 
"Till 1 
They 

Comł 
They 

Henc. 


Henc 
0 


» Let us no longer miſſive Weapons throw, 
But cloſe the Fight, and grapple with the Foe: 
Submit to Reaſon's ſtricteſl Teſt their Scheme, 
And by Mechanic Laws purſue the huddled 

Frame, | 


Henc 
And 


The 


See, 
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See, how th* ambitious Architects deſign 

To reer the World without the Pow'r Divine. 

As Principles the great Contrivers place 
Unbounded Matter, in unbounded Space. 

Matter was firſt, in Parts Minute, endu'd 

With various Figures, various Magnitude. 

Some moving in the Spacious Infinite, 

Deſcribe a Line Oblique, and ſome a Right. 

For did not ſome from a ftrait Courſe deflect, 


They could not meet, they could no World erect. 


While unfatigu'd from endleſs Ages paſt, 
They rang'd the dark interminable Waſte, 
Oft claſhing and rencountring iu their flight, 
Some Atomes leap aſide, and ſome upright. 
They various Ways recoil, and ſwiftly flow 
By mutual Repercuſſions to and fro. 

Till hufled and entangled in their Race, 
They claſp each.other with a cloſe Embrace. 


Combin'd by Concourſe, mingled and compreſt, 


They grow in Bulk, and complicated reſt. 
Hence did the World, and all its Parts ariſe, 


Hence the bright Sun and Stars, and hence the 


Skies. | | 
Hence ſprung the Air, the Ocean, and the Earth, 
And hence all Nature had its caſual Birth. 


If you demand what Wiſe Directing Mind 


The wondrous Platform of the World deſign'd; 


Did 
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Fortune to this high Honour they advance, 


The Spring, whence all theſe various. Motians flows 


1 k 
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if from 
Did range, divide, and in their Order place Your ad 
The crude Materials of th* unfaſhion'd Maſs That $ 
Did move, direct, and all the Parts contxoul, And in 


With perfect Skill to ſerve the beauteous Whole WM peclar 


For M 

And no Surveyor want, no Guide, but Chance. 

| | | we! 
Lucretian. Maſters, now to make it plain Mobili 


In building Worlds how ram you: are, and vain: Wi profou 
Grant. that before this mighty: Frame was roi, ¶ where 
Before Confuſion fled, and Light. appear d But th. 
In the dark Void: and empty. Realms of Night, ' N Vot te 
Your reſtlaſs Atomes did purſue their Flight; Of M. 
And in thein adverſe: Paths, and wild: Career You ſ. 
By Chance rencounter, and: by Chance cohere; Miu is 
Thus claſpt in ftri& Embraces they produce ls not 
Unnumber'd: caſual Forms for different uſe. Do yo 
You, who. to. clexrer Reaſon make Pretence,' By wi 
OF Wit refin'd, and eminent im Senſe,. Whict 
Let us, ye Sons of Epiaurus, know The 
That 

Whic 
You | 
An 


What Vigour puſht Primæval Atomes an:? 
Was it a foreign Impulſe or their own? 

If tas a foreign. delegated Force, | $222 
Which moy'd thoſe Bodies, and; contzoul'd thr 


Diſti 

Courſe, Mat! 
Aſſerting this, you your own: Scheme. deſtroy, we 
Aud Pow's Divine, to form the, World. Not 
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if from a moving Principle within 


he four active Atomes did their Flight begin, 
; "IT 3 wm 
1 That Spring, that moving Principle explain, 


And in the Schools untivalPd you ſhall reign 
Declare its Nature, and aſſign its Name; 
For Motion, and its Cauſe, are not the 1ſame, 


We know you'll tell us tis impulſive Weight, 
Mobility, ox Pow'r to move Innate: 

van: profound Solution! worthy of your Schools, 
werd, where in its boaſted Freedom Reaſon rules: 
But thus you mock Mankind, and Language uſe, 
light, Not to inform the Mind, but to amule, 
ht; of Motion we the Principle demand, 


der lou ſay 'tis Pow'r to move, and there you ſtand! 
here; zur is it to explain to change the Name? 

od Is not the Doubt in different Words the fame? 
as Do you reveal the Spring of Motion more, 

= By wiſely calling That a moving Pow'r, 


Which we had term'd a Principle before: 

The youngeſt Head new verſt in Reas' ning knows, 
1 fun. That Motion muſt a Pow'r to move fuppoſe, 
| Which while in vain you labour to unfeld, 
You clearly tell us, that Lucreti ant hold 
An active Spring, a Principle approve, : 
Diſtin®t from Matter, which muſt Matter move. 
Matter, as ſuch, abſtracted in the Mind, 6 


We from a Pow'r to move diveſted find, 
Not more to Motion, than to Reſt inclin'd. 


The 
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The Pow'r, which Motion does to Matter give, or finc 
We therefore muſt diſtinct from both conceive. Wh; of 1: 
A Pow'r to Nature giv'n by Nature's Lord, 
When firſt he ſpoke the high Creating word: 
When for his World Materials he prepar'd, 
And on each Part this Energy conferr'd. 


ncircui 
ind wh 


perha 
1d Mz 
ou wit! 
hat is 
nd tha 
0 whic 


Ye vain Philoſophers, preſumptuous Race, 
Who would the Great Eternal Mind diſplace, 
Take from the World its Maker, and advance 
To his high Throne your Thoughtleſs 1d 

Chance 
Let us th* Enquiry by juſt a0 purſue; 
With Motion we your Atomes will endue. 
We ask, when in the ſpacious Void they ſtray, 
Why will they beat one Track, and move ons 
Way? 
still the ſame flight by do their Parties take? 
Why This, or That Way no Digreſſion make? 


Now 
t larg 
ou ſay 
ecauſe 
ut ſinc 
ou on! 
ut let 
Jay th 
ou tel 
hat is 


What will to this our Atomiſts reply? 
They anſwer, By an Innate Gravity 
The pondrous Bodies ſtill are downward born, 
And never upwards of themſelves return: 
Acute and ſolid Anſwer! See a flight, 
Wotthy of fineſt Wit, and cleareſt sight! 
Do not theſe Wiſe Mechanic Maſters know, 
That no Man can conceive or high or low, 
| f | Not W' thi: 
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r give, or find Diſtinction of ſuperior Place, 
eiye. Ir of Inferior, in the empty Space 


dl, acircumſcrib'd, and ignorant of Bound, 
ord; ind where no Mid'ſt, no Center can be found? 
„ 


perhaps, your Maſter's Doctrine to ſuſtain, 
1d Matter's downward Motion to explain, 


e, ou with his famous Gallic Friend aſſert, 
ace, hat is ſuperior, whence your Atomes ſtart, 
ance ad that Inferior in the empty Space, 


ſs Let e which they all direct their rapid Race. 


Now let us recollect, and what you ſay 

t large, in one contracted View ſurvey. 

ou ſay your Atomes move; we ask you, Why? 
ecauſe it is their Nature, you reply: | 

ut ſince that Native Pow'r you never ſhew, 

ou only ſay they move, becauſe they do; 

ut let your Atomes move, we bid you ſay 

uy they move This, and not a diff rent Way? 
ou tell us, *tis from inbred Gravity; 

hat is, you tell us, tis you know not why. 

Till what is Gravity you let us know, 

y ſenſeleſs Words how can we wiſer grow? 

e give you this Ingenite, moving Force, 

bat makes them always downward: take their 
Courſe, 

'e then demand which Place Inferior is 


"thin the ſpacious uncoufin'd Abyſs? 


Dorn, 


„ +5 


Not 
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You ſay 'tis that, to which the Atomes bend 

Their ſwift Career, for ſtill they muſt deſcend; 

That is, they downward move, becauſe they 
downward tend. 


Let us, Lucritians, now our Task purſue, 
And of your Scheme remaining Wonders vier, 
Say, if your Atomes of Immortal Race 
Are equal, and commenſurate to Space : 

If ſo, the boundleſs vaſt Immenſity 

While thus poſſeſt would fall of Matter be: 
For in the Vacant (as your Schools approve) 
Should Finite Matter be ſuppos'd to move, 
Not knowing how to ſtop, or where to ſtay, 


It unobſtructed muſt purſue its way, 

Be loſt in Void Immenſe, and diffipated ſtray, 
The ſcatt ring Bodies never would combine, 
Nor to compoſe a World by Concourſe join. 
But if all Space is full, if all poſſeſt, 

Which Suppoſition you embrace as beſt, | 
Then crowded Matter would for ever reſt. 


Nature no Change of Place had ever ſeen, 

Where all is full no Motion can begin. 

For if it ſhould, you'll be compell'd to ſay, 
Body does Body pierce, to force its way; 
Or unconfin'd Immenſity retreats , 

To give your Atomes room to change their Seats v 
And here with us Lucretius does agree, No 
That if ſome Place from Matter be not free, 


lo 


— 
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In Plentitude no Motion could commence, 
All would be ſtagnat in the vaſt Immenſe. 


If it be ſaid, ſmall Parts of empty Space 
Are interſpers'd thro? all the ſpreading Maſs, 
By which ſome Bodies give to others place: 
Then Matter you muſt grant, would Finite be 
And ſtretch unequal to Immenſity: 
And then, as Epicurus judges right, 
It would for ever take an uſeleſs Flight, 5 
Loſt in Expanſion void and infinite. 
Belides, allowing thro' th' extended Whole 
Small ſcatter'd Spaces not of Body full, 
Then Matter, you Lacretians muſt agree, 
Has not Exiſtence from Neceſlity. 
For if its Being neceſſary were, 
Why are ſome Parts of Space from Matter 02 8 
Why does it here Exiſt, and why not There? 


Lucretians, now which ſide you pleaſe, embrace; 
If in your Void you Finite Subſtance place, 
is diſſipated thro th' Immenſe Abyſs, 
And you to form the World Materials miſs. 
You'll not the Progreſs of your Atomes ſtay, 
Nor to collect the Vagrants find a way. | 
Thus too your Maſter's Scheme will be yo, 8 
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Who wholly to poſſeſs the Boundleſs Void, 
No leſs than Matter Infinite employ'd. 
G 


If 
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If you in Honour to your Founder's Skill, 
The Boundleſs Void with Boundleſs Subſtance fill, 
Then tell us, how you can your Bodies roll 
Thro' Space, of Matter ſo compleatly full? 
The Force this ſingle Reaſon does exert, 

Will the Foundations of your Scheme ſubyert: 
Nor were it needful to purſue the Blow, 

Or form a freſh Attack, unleſs to ſhow 

How flight your Works in ev*ry Quarter are, 
How ill your huddled Sentiments cohere. 


That thoughtleſs Epicurus rais'd a Name, 

Who built by artleſs Chance this mighty Frame, 
Could one whoſe Wit ſueh narrow Limits bound, 
Nature, thy Depths unfathomable ſound } 

Of his ſagacious Thoughts to give a Part, 
Does not this Wiſe Philoſopher aſſert 

The radiant Sun's extinguiſh'd ev'ry Night, 
And ev'ry Morn, rekindled, darts his Light? 
That the vaſt Orb, which caſts ſo far his Beam, 
Is ſuch, or not much bigger, than. he ſeems? 
That the Dimenſions of his glorious Face, 
Two Geometric Feet do ſcarce ſurpaſs ? 

Does he not make the fickle Winds convey 
The sun revolving thro' his crooked way? 


Be this, O Greece, thy everlaſting Shame, 
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Bot fince his School has gain'd ſuch ſpreading 

e fill, Fame, | = 
And modern Wits his Mafter-Skill proclaim; 
Let us yet farther carry this Debate, 
And, as you ask, confer on Matter Weight 

tt: o make it move within the vaſt Abyſs, 
And downward too, ev'n where no Downward is. 
If this be true, as you Lucretians ſay, 

[Cy That Atomes wing with equal Speed their way, 
Then how could This, That Atome overtake ? 
How could they claſh, and how Colliſions make? 

* If in a Line Oblique your Bodies rove, 

5 Or in a Perpendicular they move, | 

ame, If ſome advance not ſlower in their Race, 

bound, And ſome more ſwift ſhould not purſue theChace, 

How could they be entangled, how embrace? 

"S Tis Demonſtration, *tis Meridian Light, 

Thoſe Bodies neꝰ er could juſtle, ne'er could fight, 

Nor by their mutual Shocks be ruffled in their 

flight. 


Since Matter of a greater Magnitude 
Muſt be with greater Gravity eadu'd, 
Then the Minuteſt Parts muſt till proceed 
Vith Leſs, the Greater with the Greater Speed. 
Hence your firſt Bodies, which the ſmalleſt are, 
On which the ſwifteſt Motion you confer, 
Muſt be contented with the floweſt Pace, 
And yield to Matter of more Bulk the Race. 
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How wond'rous little muſt thoſe Atomes be, 
Which you endow with ſuch Velocity; 
Minute. beyond Conception, when we find 
Bodies ſo ſmall, where many are combin'd ? 
How many various Figures muſt we take, 

What numerous Complications uſe, to make 
Some compound Things, ſo ſmall of Magnitude, 
That all our Senſes they with Eaſe elude? 

| 

Light Exhalations, that from Earth ariſe 
Attracted by the Sun-Beams thro' the Skies, 
Which the myſterious Seeds of Thunder bear, 
Of Winds, and all the Meteors of the Air, 
Tho” they around us take their conſtant Flight, 
Their little Size eſcapes the ſharpeſt Sight, 

The fragrant Vapours breath'd from rich Perfumes, 
From Indian Spices, and Arabian Gums, . 

Tho' many Years they flow, will ſcarce abate 
The Odoriferous Bod y's Bulk or Weight. 


Tho' Antimonial Cups prepar'd with Art 
Their Force to Wine thro* Ages ſhould impart ; 
This Diſliparion, this profuſe Expence, | | 
Nor ſhrinks their Size, nor waſtes their Stores 

immenſe. | | 
The Powder which deſtructive Guns explode, 
And by its Force their hollow Wombs unload, 
When rarify'd of Space poſſeſſes more 


some hundred rimes, than what it fil d before. 
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The Seeds of Fern, which by prolific Heat, 

mw Cheer'd and unfolded form a Plant ſo great, 
Are leſs a thouſand times, than what the Eye 
Can unaſſiſted by the Tube deſcry. 

By Glaſfd aided we in Liquor ſee 

Some Living Things Minute to that degree; 
That a prodigious Number muſt Unite, 

tude To make the ſmalleſt Object of the Sight. 


How little Bodies muſt the Light compound, 
Which by your Maſters is Corporeal own'd 23 
Since the vaſt Deluge of refulgent Rays, 


* Which in a Day the Sun a thouſand ways 
be Thro' his wide Empire laviſhly conveys 3 
wy Were they collected in one ſolid Maſs, 
4 Might not in Weight a ſingle Drachm ſurpaſs. 
At leaſt thoſe Atomes wondrous ſmall muſt be, 
ite | ; 
Small to. an. unconceivable Degree, 
vince tho' theſe radiant Spoils diſperſt in Air 
Do ne'er return, and ne'er the Sun repair, 
Tet the bright Orb, whence ſtill new Torrents flow, 
n; Does no apparent Loſs, no Diminution know. 
23 Now curious Wits, who Nature's Work inſpect 
18 With Rapture, with Aftoniſhment reflect 
| On the ſmall ſize of Aromes, which unite 
e, To make the ſmalleſt Particle of Light. 
oad, Then how Minute Primæval Atomes are, 
1 rom this Account Lucretians may infer: 
fore. 
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Yet they on theſe, without regard to Right, 
| Confer the Honour of the quickeſt Flight, 


Within the Void with what a ſwift C 
Tour rapid Matter moves will thus appeal. 
That all mixt Bodies are in Speed out-done 
By your firſt Atomes, you with Eaſe will own: 
For Compound Beings can no Motion have, 
But what their firſt Conſtituent Atomes gave: 
Then your Primzyal Subſtances exceed 
The ſwift-wing' d Wind, or ſwifter Light in ſpeed, 
How ſoon the Sun-B3eams at the Morning's Binh 
Leap down from Heav'n, and light upon the Earth} 
Prodigious Flight! They in few Moments pals 
The vaſt Etherial Interpoſing Space : 

Should you enjoin a Rock ſo hard a Task, 
It would more Years, than Light will Minutes a 
One Atome then, ſo yow'll be forc'd to ſay, 
Muſt Rocks and Hills and the whole Globe 
| outweigh : | 

Since it exceeds them by its ſwifter flight, 
And ſwiftes Motion ſprings from greater Weight, 


To move directly downward in a Line, 

Say, how can any from that Path decline? 

Th' inclining Motion then, which you ſuppoſe, 
whence the firſt Concourſe of your Atomes rol; 
Muſt the great Maxim of your Schools ſubvert, 


Which ſtill with one Confed'rate Voice * 
| That 


If Nature's Law your Atomes do's enjoin 5 


IV. 
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That Matter by Nece ſſity deſcends, 

In Lines direct, yet part Obliquely tends. 

And thus your Matter, by its Native Force, 

To diff rent Points would ſteer a diffrent Coutſe 
Determin'd by the ſame impulſive Weight 
Move in a Line oblique, and in a ſtraight. 


To heal your Syſtem's deep and ghaſtly Wound, 
which this Objection gives, Lucretius found 
A method; who a Motion did invent 
Not ſtrait entirely, nor entirely bent: 
Which forms a Line to Crooked ſowewhat like, 
Slanting almoſt, and as it were, Oblique. 
Who does not new this wondrous Bard adore? 
See Reaſon's Conqu'ring Light, and Wit's reſiſt- 

leſs Pow' " 


If Atomes after their Eternal Dance, 
Into this beauteous Fabrick leap'd by Chance 3 
If they combin'd by Caſual Concourſe, ſay, 
What in a free and unobſtructed Way, 5 
Did in a full Career your Atomes tay? 
What Mounds, what Force, when ruſhing from 
the Height | | 
Of Space Immenſe, could ſtop them in their flight? 
Why in their Road did they not forward paſs, 
But ſtay, where now we find the ſettled Maſs? 
Why did they ceaſe from moving in deſpight ' 
Of their own Nature, and impelling Weight? 
G 4 H ad 


128 CRE ATION. Book lv. 


Had the wiſe Troops Sagacity to know, 
That there arriv'd, they ſhould no further go? 
That in this Point of all the ſpacious Void, 
To form a World they were to be employ'd? 

Did they in Proſpect of ſo great a Good, ; 


In this one Place of all the liquid Road, W 
All their encumbring Gravity unload? 
Fatigu'd, and ſpent with Labour infinite, 

Did they grow Torpid, and unaptfor flight? 
Or in th* Embrace and downy Lap of Air 
Lull'd and enchanted, did they ſettle there? 


Grant in this ſingle Place by Chance they met, 
That there by Chance they did their Weight forget; 
It happen'd there they form'd a mighty Maſs, 
Where yet no Order, no Diſtinction was: 

Let this be ſo; we ask you to explain 

The wondrous Pow'r that did the Parts can 
For till their Nature and their Weight remain. 
What from Deſcent ſhould pond'rous Matter ſtay, 
When no more pond'rous Matter ſtops its Way! 
Can airy Columns prop the mighty Ball, 

Its Preſſure ballance, and prevent its Fall? 
And after this remains a mighty Task, 

Which more than Human Skill and Pow'r will ask, 
The ſtrong myſterious Cements to unfold, 
Which Atomes ſtrictly complicated hold. 


But 
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IV, But let us leave the Heap in Air's Embrace; 
To reſt unmov'd within the empty Space, 

02 Which knows no Height, or Depth, or middle 

15 Place: : 5 

1} Tell, how you build the Chambers of the Sky, 

Extend the Spheres, and hang the Orbs on high. 

Þ You ſay, when Matter firſt began to fall, 


And ſettle into this Terreſtrial Ball, 
preſs'd from the Earth thin Exhalations roſe, 
ry Vapours and Steams, Materials to compoſe 
The ſpacious Regions of the liquid Air, 
The Heav'ns, and all the Luminaries there. 
Theſe Vapours ſoon, miraculous Event ! 
7 met, Shafft'd by Chance, and mix'd by Accident, 
get; Into ſuch Ranks, and beauteous Order fell, 
afs, As no Effect of Wiſdom can excel. 
Hence did the Planets hung in Ether ftray, 
Hence roſe the Stars, and hence the milky Way. 
Hence did the Sun along the Skies advance, 
Tie Source of Day, but ſprung from Night and. 
Chance. 


But who can ſhow the Legends, that record 
More idle Tales, or Fables ſo abſurd? 
Does not your Scheme affront ev'n vulgar Senſe, 
That Spheres of ſuch a vaſt Circumference, 
That all the Orbs, which in the Regions roll, 
Aretching from Eaſt to Weſt, from Pole to Pole, 
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Should their Conſtructure, and their Beauty ere 

To Vapours preſs'd from this poor Ball below! 

From this ſmall Heap could Exhalations riſe 

Enough, and fit to ſpread, and vault the Skies! 

Lucretivs thus the Manner has diſplay'd 

How Meteors, not how Heav'nly Globes are made, 

But grant the Steams, which by Expreſſion roſe, 

Did all the Spheres, and every Orb compole 

Since their Ingenite Gravity remains, 

What Girder binds, what Prop the Frame ſuſtains 
The Sun's bright Beams which you of Mattet 

make, | 

From Heav'n their downward flight perpetual take; 

Why does not then his Body, waich outweighs 

By infinite Degrees his golden Rays, 

By its own Force precipitated fall, 

And hide in Ruins this Terreſtrial Ball? 

Can Air, unable to ſuſtain the Light, 

Support the Sun of ſuch ſuperior Weight, 

And all the pondrous Heav'nly Orbs ſuſpend 

Agaiuſt their Nature, which does downward tend) 

Tell, wiſe Lucretius, tell the ſecret Art, 

Which ked#ps the Heay'ns and Earth fo long, ſo 

far apart, | 


Thus too the Air preſs'd from this Maſs, you 


ſay, 
Between the Karth and Skies expanded lay; 
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Not with Intention, that the ſolar Light 
Thro' the thin Gulph might take an eaſie flight: 
Or that with nitrous Food it ſhould inſpire 

The breathing Lungs, and feed the vital Fire. 
But meer Contingence did the Gulph extend, 
Regardleſs of Convenience, Uſe, or End. 

Now, vaunting Poet, ſhould it be confeſs'd, 

That from the Earth the Air is thus expreſs'd: 
Since Things by heavier Things are upward thrown, 
Which tend with ſtronger Gravitation down : 
Why are the Sun, and the fair Orbs of Light, 
All which ſo far exceed the Air in Weight, 8 
Hung from the Center at a greater height? 
Why do not theſe their Nature's Law obey, 

Ruſh from above, and near the Center ftay, 6 
And make all lighter Bodies give them Way? 
Tell us, Lucretius, why they ne'er purſue + 

This nat'ral Bent, and this undoubted Due. 

Since to the Earth you give the middle Place, 
To which. all heavy Things direct their Race; 

H nothing does obſtruct, by certain Fate 

Things would in Order of their diff rent weight 
Lye round the Earth, and make one mighty Heap. 
They would their Place, as different Strata, keeps 
Nor would the Air or interceding Sky 

Between the diſtant Orbs, and Worlds divided lye, 
Ether and Air would claim the higheſt Place, 

The Stars and Planets would the Earth embrace, 
As now the Ocean fioats upon its Face. 


In 
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In vain you labour by mechanic Rules, 

In vain exhauſt the Reaſon of your Schools 

Theſe Queſtions to reſolve, and to explain 

How fſep'rate Worlds were made, and ſep" rate 
ſtill remain. 


Since to your uncompounded Atomes ou 


Figures in Number infinite allow, 

From which, by various Combination, ſprings 

This unconfin'd Diverſity of Things; 

Are not in this, Deſign and Counſel clear, 

Does not the wiſe Artificer appear, 

Who the corporeal Puiticles endu'd 

With diff rent Shape, and diff*rent Magnitude, 

That from their Mixtures all Things might have 
Birth | 

In the wide Sea, and Air, and Heav'n, and Earth? 

To all theſe Figures of diftinguiſh'd Kind, 

And diffrent Sizes, are not Ends aſſign'd? 

Then own their Cauſe did act with wiſe Intent, 

Waich did thoſe Sizes ſquare, and every Shape 
inyent. 7 


When Atomes firſt the World began to frame, 
Is it not ſtrange that ev'ry Number came 

Of ſuch a Figure, and of ſuch a Size, 

As ſery'dto found the Earth, and ſpread the Skies? 
Had they not met in ſuch Proportion, were 
Their Form and Number notas now they ate, 
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In a rude Maſs they had confus'dly join'd, 


s Not in a finiſh'd World, like this, combin'd. 
123 Did theſe aſſembled Subſtances reflect, 
P'rate WThat here a beauteous Frame they muſt erect? 
Did they a Gen'ral Council wiſely call, 
To lay the Platform of each mighty Ball? 
1 ro ſettle prudent Rules, and Orders make, 
Inreering Worlds, what Methods they ſhould take? 
gs To ev'ty Atome was his Task enjoin'd ? 


His Poſt, and Fellow-labourers aflign'd ? | 

Did they conſent what Parts they ſhould compoſe; 

That Theſe ſhould Ether make, and Water Thoſe; 

That ſome ſhould be the Moon, and ſome the Earth, 
de, Thoſe give the Sun, and Theſe the Planet Birth ? 
have If all theſe noble Worlds were undeſign'd, 

And carry'd on without a conſcious Mind, 
arth? Oh happy Accident ! auſpicious Chance ! 

That in ſuch Order made the Work advance, 

At length to ſuch admir'd Perfection brought 
ent, The finiſh'd Structure, as it had been wrought 
hape WithArt tranſcendent and conſummateThought! 


Since *tis an Outrage done to common Senſe 
me, To fix a central Point in Space Immenſe, 
Why is a Middle to the Earth aflign'd, 
To which your pond'rous Bodies are inclin'd? 


Beſides, reflect how this Terreſtrial Maſs 


, Docs the whole Sea a thouſand times ſurpaſs; 
In Which 
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Which in a Line, if drawn directly down, 
More than a Mile in depth is rarely known, Where 
Now had by Chance more wat'ry Atomes came It the 
Than carthy to compoſe this wond'rous Frame; Wil Tat 
Or had they both in equal Number met, 
Which might as well have been, had Chana 80 al. 
thought fit; | 

Or if the wat'ry (we no farther preſs) Cai 
Were but an hundred times in Number leſs; 
This Globe had lain, if not a gen'ral Flood, 
At leaft a Fen, a Maſs of Ouze and Mud; 

With no rich Fruit, or verdant Beauty bleſt, 
Wild and unpeopled, or by Man, ox Beaſt. 


Who will opr Orb's unequal Face explain, 


Which Epicurus made all ſmooth and plain? Bu! 
How did thy Rocks, O Earth, thy Hills ariſe? c 
How did thy Giant Sons invade the Skies? And 
Lucretius, that it happen'd thus, replies. 

The 

Now give us leave, great Poet, to demand, unge 
How the capacious Hollow in the Land Let 1 
Was firſt produc'd, with Eaſe to entertain Preſc 
All the aſſembled Waters of the Main, The! 

When Earth was made, this Hollow for the Sei To | 
Was form'd ; but how? It happen'd ſo to be; Let 
It on a time fell out, that ev'ry Wave Frot 


Forſook the Earth, and fill'd the mighty Cave, Be. 
» Which 


7 
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| which happen'd ↄpportunely to be there, 
Wn, Where now their Heads the rolling Billows reer. 
came i then fell out, that Stones did Rocks compoſe, 
Frame; Ti.at Vales ſubſided, and that Hills aroſe. 

Thus the Formation of the World you know; 
Chance BW so all Events fell out, and all things happen'd ſo. 


Can Tales more ſenſeleſs, ludicrous and vain, 


ſs; By Winter-fires old Nurſes entertain? 
00d, Does This unfold how all Things firſt were made 
13 without Divine and Supernatural Aid? 
eſt, His Penetration has Lucretius ſhown, 
. By ſaying Things proceed from Chance alone 
As their Efficient Cauſe, that is, from none ? 
ain, | 
in? But let your Troops, which rang'd the Plains 
ariſe? of Night, 
82 | And thro' the Vacant —_—_ their careleſs 
Flight, 
The high Command of ruling Chance obey ; 
and, Unguided and unconſcious of the way 
Let them advance to one determin*d Place, 
n Peſcrib'd by Chance, in all th unmeaſur' d Space 


Their proper Stations undi rected find, 

To form a World, that never was deſign'd. 

Let all the rolling Globes, and ſpacious Skies, 

From happy Hits of heedleſs Atomes riſe, 

be thus the Earth's unmov'd Foundations laid, 

Thus the thin Regions of the Air diſplay'd. 
Chance 
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Chance ſhall the Planets in their Place ſuſpend, 
Between thoſe Worlds th' Etherial Plains extend; 
Direct the Sun to that convenient Seat, 
Whence he diſplays his Luſtre and his Heat. 


Book 
We ask 
He cho 
hy d 


This Labour, all this Progreſs is in vain, His Ro 
Unleſs the Orbs their varigus Motions gain. do ſtea 
For let the Sun in boyant Ether float, Th' ob: 
Nor nearer to the Earth, nor more remote: Should 
Yet did his Orb unmov'd its Beams diffufe, Never 
He'd ſure Deſtrution to the Earth produce. Why d 
One half for Heat, and one for Cold would pray; WWW hy f 
This wovld abhor the Night, and that the Day, Will it 
Did he not Yearly thro' the Zodiack paſs, To fa) 
Were he not conſtant to his Daily Race, That: 
He would not, by Alternate Shade and Light, But if 
Produce the needful Change of Day and Night: hut N 
Nor would the various Seaſons of the Year, Still © 
By Turns revolving, riſe and diſappear. Which 
Now can Judicious Atomiſts conceive, 
Chance to the Sun could this juſt Impulſe give, Cat 
By which the Source of Day ſo ſwiftly flies, e 
His Stages keeps, and traverſes the Skies? Whic 
| | Did i 

We ask you whence theſe conſtant Motions A Gl 
flow; é | Why 
Will Learned Heads reply They happen'd ſo? Drau 


You ſay, the Solar Orb, firſt mov'd by Chance? I Mig! 
Does North and South, and Eaſt and Weſt advance: AN 
We Let 
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We ask why firſt in thefe determin'd ways 

He choſe to move? Why thence he never ſtrays? 
'hy did he ne'er, ſince Time began, decline 
His Round Diurnal, or. his Annual Line? 

$ ſteadily does fickle Fortune ſteer 

Th' obedient Orb, that it ſhould never err? 
Should never ſtart aſide, and never ſtray? 
Never ia Pathleſs Ether miſs his Way ? 

Why does he ne'er beyond the Tropicks go? 
Why fill revolve? Why travel to and fro? 
Will it a Wiſe Wüste content, 

To ſay theſe Motions came by Accident, 

That all is undeſign'd, fortuitous Event ? 

Bat if the Quggiſh Sun you'll not diſturb, 

But Motion give to this Terreſtrial Orb; 

Sil} of the Earth we the ſame Queſtion ask, 
Fhich to explain, you have as hard a Task. 


Can Chance this Frame, theſe artful Scenes 
ere, 
Which knows not Works leſs. Artful to effect? 
Did it Mechanic Engines e'er produce, 
A Globe, or Tube of Aſtronomic Uſe? 
Why do not Veſlels, built and rigg'd by Chance, 
Drawn in long Order, on the Billows dance? 
Might not that Sov'raign Cauſe with greater caſe 
A Navy build, than make the Winds and Seas 2 
Let Atomes once the Form of Letters take 
By Chance, aud let thoſe huddled Letters make 
A 
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A finiſh'd Poem by a lucky Hit, 


Such as the Greciaz, or the Mantuan Writ ; 


Then we'll embrace the Doctrines you advance, 


And yield the World's fair Poem made by Chand, 
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The ARGUMENT. 


he Introdudtion. A Deſcription of the 
Calamitous State of Mankind, by rea- 
ſon of innumerable Woes aud Sufferings 
to which they are 6bnoxious. Diſeaſes 
of the Body. Trouble aud Grief of 
Mind. Violence and Oppreſſion. The 
Viciſſitude of human Affairs, and the 
certain Preſpect of Death. M hence it 
appears that it ſuits the State of Man- 
kind, and therefore is deſirable, there 
ſhould be a God. Arguments againſt 
the Fataliſts, who aſſert the Eternity of 
the World. There muſt be granted ſome 
Self-exiftent and Independent Being, 
The Corpureal World cannot be that 
Being, Prov'd from its Mutability, 

and 


REA. 
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and the Variety of Forms riſing ani 
diſappearing in the ſeveral Parts of N. 
ture. From the Poſſibility of concen- 
ing, without any conſequent Contrad: 
ction, leſs or more Parts in the Mori 
than are actually exiſtent, From the 
Poſſibility of Plants and Animals ht 
ving bad different Shapes, and Limb, 

From what they now have. The pr. 
tended fatal Chain of Things not ſel. WW== 
exiſtent and independent; becauſe al 
its Links or Parts are dependent, and 
obnoxious to Corruption. Fate a World 
without Senſe or Meaning. Two mart 
Arguments againſt the Eternity of the 
World, from the Contemplation of the 
Light of the Sun, and of Motion, Arr 
ſotle's Scheme conſider? d and confuted. 


AH 


H hapleſs Mortal Man! ah rigid 
Fate! 
hat Cares attend our ſhort, un- 
bl! certain State? f 
Je GED How wide a Front, how deep and 

— black a Reer, 
hat ſad Varieties of Grief and Fear, 
btawn in Array, exert their fatal Rage, 
ind gall obnoxious Life thro? ev'ry Stage, 
tom Infancy to Youth, from Youth to Age? 


Who can compile a Roll of all our Woes? 

dur Friends are faichleſs, and ſincere our Foes. 
ſow ſharp Invectives from an envious Tongue 
mprove our Errors, and our Virtues wrong: 

a' Oppreſſor now with arbitrary Might 

ramples on Law, and robs-us of our Right. 
dangers unſeen on ev'ry Side invade, EF Er. 
nd Snares o' er all th? unfaithful Ground are laid. 


Oft Wounds from foreign Violence we feel, 
Now from the Ruffian's, now the Warrior's Steel: 
””" 7 
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By Bruiſes or by Labour we are pain'd ; 
A Bone disjointed, or a Sinew ſtrain'd. 
Now feſt' ring Sores afflict our tortur'd Limbs, 
Now to the yielding Heart the Gangrene clinh 


Acute Diſtempers fierce our Veins a ſail, 
Ruſh on with Fury, and by Storm prevail: 
Others with Thrift diſpenſe their Stores of Git 
And by the Sap prolong the Siege of Life: 
While to the Grave we for Deliy*rance cry, 


And promis' d till, are ſtill deny'd to die. * 


uſt | 
oes 
here 


See, Cholic, Gout and Stone, a cruel Train 
Oppos'd by all the healing Race in vain, 


Their various Racks and lingring Plagues em- Cal 
ploy, | | vert 
Relieve each other, and by Turns annoy, Who, 
And, Tyrant like, torment, but not deſtroy. $140k 
We noxious Inſects in our Bowels feed, Fathe 
Engender Deaths, and dark Peſtruction breed. when 
The Spleen with fullen Vapours clouds the Inis 
And binds the Spirits in its heavy Chain: I 
Howe'er the Cauſe Phantaſtick may appeat, with 
Th' Effect is real, and the Pain ſincere, "OF 
 Hydropic Wretches by degrees decay, * 
Growing the more, the more they waſte ava: Tha 
By their own Ruins they augmented lye, Kely 


With Thirſt and Heat amidſt a Deluge fry. 
| . a 
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ad while in Floods of water theſe expire, 

More ſcorching periſh by the Feaver's Fire. 
tretch'd on our downy, yet uneaſie Beds, 

ve change our Pillows, and we raiſe our Heads: 


18 tom Side to Side for Reſt in vain we turn, 

il, With Cold we ſhiver, or with Heat we burn. 

il. df Night impatieut we demand the Day, 

of Calbe Day arrives, and for the Night we pray : 

ife: he Night and Day ſucceſſive come and go, 

cry, Dur laſting Pains no Interruption know. 

* Since Man is born to ſo much Woe and Care, 

T rain Muſt ſtill new Terrors dread, new Sorrows bear, 

4 | oes it not ſuit the State of human Kind, 

: here ſhould preſide a Good Almighty Mind? 

whe. Cauſe Supream, that might all Nature fteer, 
vert our Danger, and prevent our Fear? 

J. Who, when implor' d, might timely Succour give, 

roh. Solace our Anguiſh, and our Wants relieve: 
Father of Comfort might our Souls ſuſtain, ' 

breed. When preſt with Grief, and mitigate our Pain. 

he Brain, £ | 

pa 'Tis certain Something from all Ages paſt -- 

cab. 


Without Beginning was, and ſtill will Laſt. 
For if of Time one Period e' er had been 
When Nothing was, then Nothing could Begin. 
That Things ſhould to Themſelves a Being give, 
Leluctant Reaſon never can conceive. 


1 
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If you affirm, Effects themſelves. produce, i nos 
You ſhock the Mind, and Contradiction chuſe; WM Diſho! 
For they, *tis clear, muſt at and move before Soft v 
They were in Being, or had Motive Pow'r: And g 
As active Cauſes, muſt of right at once} Like | 
Exiſtence claim, and as Effects, renounce, - Now 


Then Something Is, which no Beginning had, th 
A Cauſeleſs Cauſe, or Nothing could be made, he's 
Which muſt by pure Neceſſity exiſt, Below 
And whoſe Duration Nothing can reſiſt. This ( 
That 

Let us enquire, and ſearch by due degrees A Lio 
What, Who this Self-Eziſtent Being is, Regar 
RTE i W 0  Wibcholc 

Should the material Woxld's capacious Fam one / 
Uncaus'd, and independant Being claim, id o 
It would thus form'd and faſhion'd, as we ſee, Mrheſe 
Derive Exiſtence from Neceſſity, ſh 
And then to Ages unconfin'd muſt laſk,.. hings 
Without the leaſt Diverſity. or Waſte. But m 


Neceſſity, view'd with attentive Thought, ung 

Does plain Impoſſibility denote 

That Things ſhould not Exiſt, which Actual at, Wil Let v 

Or in another Shape, or diffrent Modes appeats {W©Vitho 
2 | As he 

Muſt t 

do mu 


Withi 


' But ſee, in all corporeal Nature's Scene, 
What Changes, what Diverſities have been? 
Matter not long the ſame Appearance makes, 
But ſhifts her old, and a new Figure takes, 
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if now the lyes in Winter's rigid Arms 
Diſhonour'd, and deſpoild of all her Charms, 
xefore oft vernal Airs will looſe th' unkind Embrace, 
r: And genial Dews renew her wither'd Face. 

Wh Like fabled Nymphs transform'd ſue's now a Tree, 
Now weeps into a Flood, and ſtreaming ſecks 


the Sea. vl 
made, he's now a gaudy Fly, before a Worm, 5 l 
Below a Vapour, and above a Sterm. 2 " 


This Ouze was late a Monſter of the Main, 

That Turf a lowing Grazer of the Plain, 

A Lion this did o'er the Foreſt reign. 

Regard that fair, that branching Laurel Plant, 

 Whichold that lovely bluſhing Amarant ; 

18 Frame one IVilliam's broken Frame might have aſſum'd, 

id one from bright Maria's Duſt have bloom'd. 

Theſe ſhifting Scenes, theſe quick Rotations 
ſhow 

hings from Neceſſity could never flow, 

but muſt to Mind and Choice precarious Be- 


t. ing owe. 
aual ut, Let us ſuppoſe that Nature ever was, 
appeal. Without Beginning, and without a Cauſe 

As her firſt Order, Diſpoſition, Frame 
ne, Muſt then ſubſiſt Unchangeably the ſame z 
deen? do muſt our Mind pronounce, it would not be 
makes, Within the reach of Poſſibility, 

— That 


kes. 


If 
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That e'er the World a Being could have had 
Piff'rent from what it is, or could be made 
Of more or leſs, or other Parts, than thoſe 
Which the corporeal Univerſe compoſe, 

Now, Fataliſt, we ask, if thoſe ſubvert 
Reaſon's eſtabliſh'd Maxims, who aſſert 
That we the World's Exiſtence may conceive, 
Tho' we one Atome out of Nature leave: 
The' ſome one wand'ring Orb, or twinkling Stz 
Were abſent from the Heay'ns, which no is 
there: | 
Tho' ſome one Kind of Plant, or Fly, or Worm 
No Being had, or had another Form. 


And might not other Animals ariſe 

Of diff rent Figure, and of diffrent Size? 

In the wide Womb of Toſſibility 

Lye many Things, which ne'er may actual be: 

And more Productions of a various Kind 

Will cauſe no Contradiction in the Mind. 

Tis poſſible the Things in Nature found, 

Might diff rent Forms and diff'rent Parts hat 
own'd. | 

The Boar might wear a Trunk, the Wolf a Hon 

The Peacock's Train the Bittern might adorn. 

strong Tusks might in the Horſe's Mouth hats 
grown, 


And Lions might have Spots, and Leopards none. 
1 
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But if the World knows no Superior Cauſe, 

Obeys no Soveraign's arbitrary Laws; 

If abſolute Neceſſity maintains, 

Of Cauſes and Effects the fatal Chains; 

What could one Motion ſtop, change one Event! 

It would tranſcend the wide, the vaſt Extent, 

The utmoſt. ſtretch of Poſſibility, | 

That Things, from what they are, ſhould diſa- 
If to elude this Reas' ning, you reply, 

Things what they are, are by Neceſlity ; 

Which never elſe fo aptly could conſpire 


To ſerve the Whole, and Nature's Ends acquire : 


To form the Beauty, Order, Harmony, 

orks of Nature ſee. 

Ready- we this Aſſertion will allow, 

For what can more exalted Wiſdom ſhow ? 

With Zeal we this Neceſlity defend 

Of Means directed to their uſeful End; 5 

But 'tis not that, which Fataliſts intend, 

Nor That, which we oppoſe in this Debate, 

An uncontroul'd Neceſſity of Fate, 

Which all Things blindly does, and muſt produce, 

Unconſcious of their Goodneſs and their Uſe, 

Which cannot Ends deſigu. not Means conve- 
nient chuſe. 


-ds none. 


Bd f Hz if 
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if you perſiſt, and fondly will maintain 

of Cauſes and Effects an endleſs Train; 

That this ſucceſſive Series ſtill has been, 

will never ceaſe, and never did begin: | 

That Things did always, as they do, proceed, 

And no fiſt Cauſe, no Wiſe Director need: 

Say, if no Links of all your fatal Chain 

Free from Corruption, and unchang'd remain; 

If of the Whole each Part in Time araſe, 


And to a Cauſe its boxrow'd Being owes 


How then the Whole can Independent be; 
How have a Being from Neceſſityß ? 
Is not the Whole, ye leazned Heads, the Came 
With all the Parts, and different but in Name? 
Could &er that Whole the leaſt Perfeftion hon, 
Which from the Parts, du form it, did, not flow 
Then, tell us, can « From its Parts derive, 
What in themſelves thoſe Darts had not to git 
Farther to clear the Subject in Debate, 
Inform us, what you undes ſtand by Face. 
Have you a juſt Idea in the Ming 
Of this great Cauſe of Things by you aſſign d 
If you - the Order and Dependence mean 
By which Effects upon their Cauſes lean, 
The long Succeflion of th' efficient Train, 
And fim Coherence of th' extended Ohain; 


Theis 
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Then Fate is Nothing, but a Mode of Things, 
Which fcom continu'd Revolution ſprings; 

A pure Relation, and a meer Reſpect 

Between the Cauſe effective and th* Effect. 

if Cauſes and Effects themſelves are That, 
Which your clear- ſighted Schools intend by Fate; 
Then Fate by no Idea can be known, 

'Tis one Thing only, as a Heap is One. 

You no diftinguiſh'd Being by it mean, 

But all th' Effects and Cauſes, that have been. 
if you aſſert, that each efficient Cauſe 

Muſt act by fix'd inevitable Laws: 

if you affirm this Neceſſary-State, 

And tell us this Neceſſity is Fate; 

When will you bleſs the World with Light to ſee 
The Spring and Source of this Neceffity 7 

Say, what did fo diſpoſe, ſo Things ordain 

To form the Links of all the caſual Chain; 

That Nature by. inevitable Force 

Should run one Ring, and keep one ſteady Courſe ? 
That Things muſt needs in one ſet Order flow, 
And all Events muſt happen, as they do? 

Can you no Proof of your Aſſertion find? 
Froduce no Reaſon to convince the Mind, 

That Nature this detertnin'd Way muft go? 

Are all Things thus , becauſe they muſt be ſo ? 

We grant with Eaſe there is Neceſſity, 

The Source of Things ſhould Self-exiſtent be; 

H 3 Bus 
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But then he's not a Neceſſary Cauſe, 
He freely acts by arbitrary Laws. 
He gave to Beings motive Energy, 
And active Things to paſlive did apply; 
In ſuch wiſe Order all Things did diſpoſe, 
That of Events Neceſſity aroſe: 
Without his Aid, ſay, how you will maintain 
Your fatal Link of Cauſes; hence *tis plain 
While the Word Fate you thus affect to uſe, 
You coin a | ſenſeleſs Term, th'unwary to amuſe, 
You, who aſſert the World did ne'er conimency 
Prepare againſt this Reas'ning your Defence. 
If Solar Beams, which thro' th' Expanſion dan, 
Corporeal are, as learned Schools aſſert, : 
Since ſtill they flow, and no Supply repays 
The laviſh, Sun his diſſipated Rays, 2 
Grant, that his radiant Orb did ne'er Begin, 
And that his Motions have Eternal been, 
Then by eternal, infinite Expence, 
By unrecruited Waſte, and Spoils immenſe, 
By certain Fate to ſlow Deſtruction doom'd, 
His glorious Stock long fince had been conſum . 
Of Light unthrifty, and profuſe of Day, 
The ruin'd Globe had ſpent his lateſt Ray: 
Diſperſt in Beams eternally diſplay'd, = 
Had loſt in Ether roam'd, and looſe i in Atoms 
ſtray'd. 
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Grant, that a Grain of Matter would out- 

weigh | 

The Lizht, the Sun diſpences in a Day, 

Thro' all the Stages of his heav'nly Way; 

That in a Year the Golden Torrents ſent 

Fiom the bright Source, its Loſſes ſcarce aug- 
ment; 

Yet without End if you the Waſte repeat, 

Th' eternal Loſs grows infinitely great. 

Then ſhould the Sun of finite Bulk ſuſtain 

In ev'ry Age, the Loſs but of a Grain, 

If we ſuppoſe thoſe Ages infinite, 

Could there remain one Particle of Light? 


Reflect, that Motion mult abate its Force, 

As more or leſs obſtructed in its Courſe : 

That all the heav'nly Orbs, while turning round, 

Have ſome Reſiſtance from the Medium found : 

Be that Reſiftance ne'er ſo faint and weak, 

If 'tis Eternal, twill all Motion break. 

Ifin each Age you grant the leaſt Decreaſe, 

By infinite Succeſſion it muſt ceaſe. 

Hence, if the Orbs have till reſiſted been 

By Air, or Light, or Ether ne*er ſo thin; 

Long ſince their Motion muſt have been ſup- 
preſt, 15 

The Stars had ſtood, the Sun had lain at reſt, 

So vain, ſo wild a Scheme you Fataliſts have 
dreſs'd, H 4 
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Let us the wiſe Poſitions now ſurvey 

Of Ar:flotle's School, who's pleas'd to fay 

Nothing can move it ſelf, no inward Pow'r 

To any Being Motion can procure. 

Whate'er is mov'd, its Motion muſt derive 

From ſomething elſe, which muſt an Impulſe give, 

And yet no Being Motion could begin, 

Elſe Motion might not have Eternal been. 

That Matter never did begin to move, 

But in th' Immenſe from endleſs Ages ſtrove, 

The Stagyrite thus undertakes to prove: 

He ſays, of Motion Time the Meaſure is; 

Then That's Eternal too, as well as This. 

Motion thro* Ages without Limit flows, 

Since Time, its Meaſure, no Beginning Knows, 

This feeble Baſe apholds our Author's Hopes, 

And all his mighty Superſtructure props. 

On this he all his tow'ring Fabrick reers, 

Sequel on Sequel heaps, to reach the Spheres. 

But if this Definition you deny 

Of Time, on which his Building does rely, 

You bring his lofty Babe! from the Sky. 

A thoufand fine Deductions you confound 

Scatter his waſte Philoſophy atound, 

And level all his Structure with the Gtound. 


We then this Definition thus defeat ; 
Time is no Meaſure which can Motion mete. 
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For Men of reas'ning Faculties will ſee 

That Time can nothing but Duration be 

c of Beings, and Duration can ſuggeſt 2” 
Nothing, or of their Motion, or their Reft : 
Only prolong'd Exiſtence it implies, 

give, I Wberher the Thing is mov'd, or quiet lies. 

This ſingle Blow will all the Pile ſubvert, 

So proudly rais'd, but with fo little Art 


wy But ſince the Author has ſuch Fame acquitr'd, 
And as a God of Science been admir'd; 
A ſtricter View we'll of his Syſteme take, 
and of the Parts a ſhort Examen make. 
Let us obſerve, what Light his Scheme affords, 
_ His undigeſted Heap of doubtful Words. 
"ou Great Stagyrite, the loſt: Enquirer ſhow 
| The Spring, whence Motion did for ever flow. 
Since nothing of it ſelf &er moves or ftrives, 


es, Tell what begins, what the firſt Impulſe gives. 


Hear how the Man,who all in Fame ſurmounts, 

For Motion's Spring and Principle accounts, 

To his Supream, unmov'd, unactive God 

He the firſt Sphere appoints, a bleſt Abode: 
4, Who fits ſupinely on his Azure Throne, | 
| In Contemplation of himſelf alone ; 
Is wholly mindleſs of the World, and void 
Of Providential Cate, and unemploy'd, 


Hs T 
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To all the Spheres Inferior ate aſſign'd 

Gods Subaltern, and of Inferior kind. 

On tkeſe he Self-Exiſtence does confer, 

Who, as the God Supream, Eternal are. 

With Admiration mov'd, and ardent Love, 
They all their Sphere; around in Order move, 
And from theſe Heav'nly Revolutions flow 

All Motions, which are. found in things beloy, 


If you demand by what Impulſive Force 
The Under-Gods begin their circling Courſe: 
He favs, as Things deſirable excite 
Deſire, and Objects move the Appetite 
So his firſt God, by kindling ardent Love, 
Does all the Gods in Seats Inferior move: 
Thus mov'd they move around their miglty 

Spheres, 
With their Refulgent Equipage of Stars. 
From Spbere to Sphere communicate the Dance, 
Whence all in Heav'nly Harmony advance. 
And from this Motion propagated riſe 
All Motions in the Earth, and Air, and Skies. 


And thus by Learned Ariſott's Mind ; 
All Things were form'd, yet Nothing was de- 
fign'd. 


* 


He owns ne Choice, no Arbitrary Will, 
No Artiſt's Hand, and no cxented skill. 
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All Motion flows from Neceſſary Fate, 

Which Nothing does reſiſt, er can abate. 

Fhings fink and riſe, a Being loſe or gain 

In a coherent, undiſſolving Chain 

Of Cauſes and Effects, which Nature's Courſe 
ſuſtain. 

Th' Unmoveable Supream the reſt does move, 

As proper Objects raiſe Deſire and Love. 

They mov'd without their Choice, without Con- 
ſent, 

Move all their Spheres around without Intent. 

Whate'er he calls his moving Cauſe, to chuſe 

He gives that Cauſe no Pow'r, or to refuſe, 

And thus from Fate all artful Order ſprings, 

This reer'd the World, This is the Riſe of Things. 


Now give us leave to ask, great Stagyrite, 
How the firſt God th* Inferior does excite, 
Of his own Subſtance does he Parts convey, 
hoſe Motive Force the Under-Gods obey 2 8 
If ſo, he may be chang'd, he may decay. 
ut if by ſtedfaſt Gazing they are mov'd, 
And Admiration of the Object lov'd; 
If thoſe below their Motive Force acquire 
From the ſtrong Impulſe of Divine Deſire; 
Tell us, what Good your God Supream can grant, 


Wiich thoſe beneath, to make them Happy, want. 


— 
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If Admiration of the God Supream, 

And Heav'nly Raptures ſhould their Breaſts inp 
flame, | 

Is that of Motion a reſiſtleſs Cauſe, 

Of Motion conſtant to Eternal Laws? 

Might not each Second God unactive lye 

On his Blue Sphere, and fix his raviſh'd Eye 

On the Supream Vnmoveable, and ne'er 

Re forc'd to roll around his ſolid Sphere ? 

Say, how could Wonder drive them from their 
Place? 

How in a Circle make them tun their Race? 

How keep them ſteady in one certain Pace? 


He this a Fundamental Maxim lays, 
That Nature wiſely acts in all het Ways: 
That ſhe purſues the Things, which moſt conduce 
To Order, Beauty, Decency and Uſe. - 
Who can to Reaſon this Aﬀront endure? 
Should it Derifion cauſe, or Anger more, 
To hear a deep Philoſopher aſſert 
That Nature, not endu'd with Skill or Art, 
Of Liberty, of Choice, of Keaſon void, 
Still wiſely Acts, where-ever ſhe's employ'd? 
Can Actions be denominated Wiſe, 
Which from a Brute Neceſſity ariſe, 

Which the Blind Agent never did intend, 


The Means uncheſen, and unknown the End? 
_ 


h 
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on this be laid the Streſs of this Debate; 

What wiſely acts, can never act by Fate. 

The Means and End muſt firſt be underſteod ; 

The Means, as proper, and the End, as good, 

The A& muſt be exerted with intent 

By uſing Means to gain the wiſh'd Event. 

But can a ſenſeleſs and unconſcious Cauſe 

By foreign Impulſe mov'd, and fatal Laws, 

This Thing as good, and that as fit reſpect, 

Deſign the End, and then the Means elect? 

Nature you grant can no Event intend, 

Yet that ſhe acts with Prudence you pretend, 

So Nature wiſely acts, yet acts without an End. 


Yet while this Prince of Science does declare 
That Means and Ends were never Nature's Care, 
That Things, which ſeem with perfect Art 

contriv'd, | 
By the reſiſtleſs Force of Fate arriv'd : 
This cautious Maſter to ſecure his Fame, 
And ſcape the Atheiſt's ignominious Name, 
Did to his Gods of all Degrees allow 
Counſel, Deſign, and Pow'r to Chuſe and Know, 
Yet ſince he's pleas'd ſo plainly to aſſert 
His Gods no Act of Reas' ning Pow'r exert, ' 
No mark of Choice, or Arbitrary Will, 
Employ'd no Prudence, and cxpreis'd no Skill 

In 
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In making, or direſting Nature's Frame; 

Which from his Fate inevitable came; 

Theſe Gods muſt, as to us, be Brute and Blind, 

And as unuſeful, as if void of Mind. 

Acting without Intent, or Care, or Aim, 

Can they our Prayer regard, or Praiſes claim} 

Of all the Irreligious in Debate, 

This ſhameful Error is the Common Fate 

That tho' they cannot but diſtinctly ſee 

In Nature's Works, and whole OEconomy 

Deſign and Judgement in a high degree; 

This Judgement, this Deſign, they ne'er allow 

Do from a Cauſe endu'd with Reaſon flow : 

The Art they grant, th*Artificer reject, 

The Structure own, and not the Architect. 

That unwiſe Nature all Things wiſely makes, 

And prudent Meaſures without Prudence takes. 
Grant that their Admiration and their Love 

Of the firſt God, may all th' Inferior move; 

Grant too, tho? no Neceſſity appears, 

That with their Rapture mov'd, they mov'd their 

Spheres. 

Theſe Queſtions let tke Stagyrite reſolve, 

Why they at all? why in this Way revolve? 

Declare by what Neceſſity controul'd 

In one detexmin'd Manner they are roll'd? : 

way 
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Why is their ſwift Rotation Weſt and Eaſt, 
Rather than North and South, or Eaſt and Weſt 7 
V'hy do not all th' Inferior Spheres obey 

The bigheſt Sphere's inevitable Sway? 

Tell us, if all Celeſtial Motions riſe 

From Revolutions of the Starry Skies, 

Whence of the Otbs the various Motions come? 
Why ſome the gen'ral Road purſue, and fome 
In Ether ſtray, and diſobedient roam? 

If yours the Source of Motion is, declare 

Why This is fix*'d, and That a wand'ring Star? 
Tell by what Fate, by what reſiſtleſs Force 
This Orb has one, and That another Courſe? 


How does the learned Greek the Cauſe unfold 
With equal Swiftneſs why the Sun is roll'd 
Still Eaſt and Wes, to mark the Night and Day? 
To form the Year why thro' the Ecclyptic Way? 
What Magic, what Neceſlity confines 
The Solar Orb between the Tropic Lines? 
What Charms in thoſe enchanted Circles dwell, 
That with controuling Pow'r the Sun repel ? 
The Stagyrite to this no Anſwer makes; 
Of the vaſt Globe ſo little Thought he takes, 
That he to ſolve theſe Queſtions never ſtrives, 
No Cauſe, or of its Place, or Motion gives. 


Bit 
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But farther yet, applauded Greek, ſuppoſe 
Cceleſtial Motions from your Spring aroſe ; 
That Motion down to all the Worlds below 
From the firſt Sphere may propagated flow: 
Since you of Things to ſhow th' efficient Source 
Have always to Neceſſity recourſe ; 

From what Neceſſity do Spheres proceed 
With ſuch a meaſur'd, ſuch a certain Speed? + 
We fain would this myſterious Cauſe explore, 
Why Motion was not either leſs or more; 

But in this due Proportion and Degree, 

As ſuits with Nature's juſt OEconomy. 

This is a Cauſe, a right one too, we grant, 
But *tis the Final, we th' Efficient want. 

With greater Swiftneſs if the Spheres were whitl'd, 
The Motion giv'n to this Inferior World 
Too violent had been for Nature's Uſe, 

Of too great Force mix'd Bodies to produce: ' 
The Elements, Air, Water, Earth and Fire, 
Which now to make compounded Things con- 

ſpire, 
By their rude Shocks could never have combin'd, 

Or had been diſengaged, as ſoon as join'd. 
But then had Motion in a leſs degree 
Been giv'n, than that, which we in Nature ſee; 
Of greater Vigour ſhe had ſtood in need, 

To mix and blend the Elemental Seed; 
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To temper, work, incorporate and bind 

Thoſe Principles, that thence of ev'ry Kind 

The various Compound Beings might ariſe, 
Which fill the Earth and Sea, and ftore the Skies. 
Say, what Neceſſity, what fatal Laws ' 

Did in ſuch due Proportion Motion cauſe, 

Nor more or leſs, but juſt ſo much, as tends 

To frame the World, and ſerye all Nature's Ends? 


Ask why the higheſt of the rolling Spheres, 
Deck'd to Profuſion with refulgent Stars, 
And all with bright Excreſcencies emboſt, 
Has the whole Beauty of the Heav'ns engroft : 
When of the ethers, to diſpel the Night, 
Each owns a ſingle ſolitary Light 
Only one Planet in a Sphere is found, 
Marching in Air his melancholy Round : 
Nature, he tells us, took this prudent Care, 
That the ſublimeſt and the nobleſt Sphere 
Should be with nobler Decoration bleſt, 
And in Magnificence out- ſhine the reft : 
That ſo its greater Ornament and State 
Should bear Proportion with its greater Meight, 
It ſeems then Nature does not only find 
Means to be Good, Beneficent and Kind, 
But has for Beauty and for Order car'd, 


Docs Rank and State and Decency regard. 


Now 
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Now ſhould he not eonſidering Men forgive, 
If, ſway'd by this Aſſertion, they believe, 
That Nature, which does Decency reſpect, 

Is ſomething, which can reaſon, chuſe, reflect! 
Or that ſome wiſe Director muſt. preſide 

O'er Nature's Works, and all her Motions guide} 
You here ſhould that Neceſſity dec'are, 

Why all the Stars adorn the higheſt Sphere: 
Say, how is this th' Effect of Fatal Laws, 
Without reflecting on a final Cauſe? 

One Sphere has all the Stars; we ask you Why? 
When you to Beauty and to Order fly, 
You plain aſſert the Truth, which you deny: 
That is, that Nature has wiſe Ends in view, 
With Foreſight works, and does Deſigns purſue, 


Thus all the mighty Wits, that have efſay'd 
To explicate the Means, how Taings are made 
By Nature's Power, without the Hand Divine, 
The final Cauſes of Effects aſſign. | 
They ſay, that This or That is ſo or ſo, 

That ſuch Events in ſuch Succeſſion flow, 
Becauſe Convenience, Vecency and Uſe 
Require, that Nature Things ſhould thus produce. 
They in their Demonſtrations always vaunt 
Efficient Cauſes, which they always want. 

But thus they yield the Queſtion in debate, 


And grant the Impotence of Chance and Fate. 
| For 
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For 'till they ſhow by what Neceſſity 

Things have the Diſpoſition, which we fee, 
Whether it be deriv'd from Fate or Chance, 
Not the leaſt Step in Science they advance. 


Grant, Nature furniſh'd, at her yaſt Expence, 
One Room of State with ſuch Magnificence, 
That it might ſhine above the others bright, 
Adorn'd with num'rous burniſh'd Balls of Light. 
Does ſhe on one by decent Rules diſpence 
of Conſteflations ſuch a Wealth immenſe, | 
u hile the next Sphere in Amplitude and Height 
Rolls on with one Erratic, lonely Light? 

But be it ſo, the Queſtion's ſtill the ſame, 
Tell us from what Neceſſity it came? 


Let us the great Philoſopher attend, 
While'to the Worlds below his Thoughts deſcend. 
His tlements, Earth, Water, Air and Fire, 
He ſays, to make all Compound Things conſpite. 
He in the midſt leaves the dull Earth ar Reft, 
In the-ſoft Boſom of the Air careſt. | 
The red-wing' d Fire muſt to the Moon arife; 
Hover in Air, and- lick contiguous Skies. 
No Charms, no Force can make the Fire defcend, 
Nor can the Earth to Seats Superior tend. 
Both unmoleſted Peace for ever own, 
This in the Middle, that beneath the Moon. 
Water 
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Water and Air not ſo; for they by Fate 
Aſſign'd to conſtant Duty, always wait; 
Ready by Turns to riſe or to deſcend, 
Nature againſt a Vacant to defend: 

For ſhould a Void her Monarchy invade, 
Should in her Works the ſmalleſt Breach be made, 
That Breach the mighty Fabrick would diſſolve, 
And in immediate Ruin all involve. 

A Conſequence ſo diſmal to prevent, 

Water and Ait are ſtill (as ſaid) intent 

To mount or fall, this Way or that td fly, 
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Seek ſubterranean Vaults, or climb the Sky. Ls * 
While theſe with ſo much Duty are oppreſt, i 
The Earth and Fire are privileg'd with Reſt, — 
Theſe Elements, tis clear, have not diſcern'd . n 
The Int'reſt of the Whole, nor are concern'd n 
Leſt they, when once an interpoſing Void 2% 
Has Nature's Frame 0'exutn'd, bold be & 1 
ſtroy'd. 1. 
In e 
Tell, why theſe ſimple Elements are Four? "= 
Why juſt ſo many, why not leſs or more? ” 
Does this from pure Neceſlity proceed? es 
Or ſay, does Nature juſt that Number need? P 
If This, you mock us, and decline the Task, 8 
You give the Final Cauſe, when we thi Efficient He 
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That you would this Neceſlity explain? 


But here forgive me, famous Stagyrite, 
If I eſteem it Idle to recite 
The Reaſons, ſo you call them, which you giye, 
To make us this Neceflity believe: | 
Reaſons ſo trifling, ſo abſurd, and dry, 
That thoſe ſhould bluſh, who make a gran Reply. 
Sg 
Your Elements we grant: But now . 
How you to form compounded Things prepare, 
And mix your Fire and Water,Earth and Air? 
The ſwift Rotation of the Spheres above, 
Jou ſay, muſt all inferior Bodies move: 
The Elements in Sublunary Space 
Are by this Impulſe forc'd to leave their Place: 
By various Agitations they combine 
In diff'rent Forms, by dif rent Mixtures join, 
Blended and juſtly temper'd, they compound 
All Things in all th'inferior Regions found. 
Thus Beings from th' Incorporated Four 
Reſult, by undeſigning Nature's Pow'r. 
Hence Metals, Plants and Minerals ariſe, 
The Clouds, and all the Meteors of the Skies. 
Hence all the Clans that haunt the Hill. or Wood, 
That beat the Air, or cut the limpid Flood: 


Ev'n 
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Ev'n Man, their Lord, hence into Being came, 
Breath'd the pure Air, and felt the vital Flame, 
Say, is not this a noble Scheme, a Piece 
Worthy the Stagyrite, and worthy Greece} 


But now, acute Philoſopher, declare 
How this Rotation of the heav'nly Sphere 
Can mingle Fire and Water, Earth and Air? 
The Fire, that dwells beneath. the Lunar Ball, 
To meet aſcending Earth, muſt downward fall, 
Now turn your Sphere contiguous to the Fire, 
will from its Seat that Element retire ? 
The Sphere could never drive its Neighbourdoyn, 
But give a circling Motion, like its own, 
So give the Air Impreſſion from above, 
It in a Whirl vertiginous would move: 
And thus the rolling Spheres can ne er diſplace 
The Fire or Air, to make a mingled:Maſs: 
The Elements diſtin might keep their Seat, 
Elude the Ruffle, and your Scheme defeat. 


But ſince th?.applauded; Author will demand 
For Complex Bodies no Director's Hand; 
Since Art without an Artiſt, he maintains, 

A Building zeers without a Builder's Pains; 
He comes at length to Epicurus Scheme, 
Pleas'd by his Model compound Works to frame. 


One 
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One all his various Atomes does unite 

To form mixt Things, the famous Stagyrite 

By his invented Elements combin'd, 

Compoſes Beings of each diff rent Kind. 

But both agree, while both alike deny 

The Gods did e'er their Care or Thought apply 

To form, or rule this univerſal Frame, 

Which or from Fate, or Caſual Concourſe came, 

Whether to raiſe the World you are inclin'd. 

By This Man's Chance, or That Man's Fate, as 
blind; | 

If ſtill Mechanick, Neceſſary Laws 

Of moving Matter muſt all Beings cauſe ; 

If artful Works from a brute Cauſe reſult, 

From Springs unknown, and Qualities occult; 

With Schemes alike abſurd « our * you in- 
ſult. 


And now to finiſh this leſs pleaſant Task, 
Of our renown'd Philoſopher we ask, 
How was the Earth determin'd to its Place? 
Why did it firſt the middle Point embrace? 
What Blandiſhments, what ſtrong attractire Pow'ss 
What happy Arts adapted to allure, 2 1 
Were by that ſingle Point of all the Void 
To captivate and charm the Maſs employ'd 2 
Or what Machines, what Grapples did it caſt 
On Earth, to fix it to the Center faft? 

But 
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But if the Earth by ſtrong Enchantments caught, 

This Point of all the Vacant fondly ſought, 

Since it is Vnintelligent and Blind, 

Could it the Way, the neareſt could it find? 

When at that Point artiy'd, how did it know 

It was arriw'd, and ſhould no farther go? 

When in a globous Form collected there, 

What wondzous Cement made the Parts cohere? 

Why did the Orb ſuſpended: there remain 

Fix'd and unmov'd? What does its Weight ſu 
ſtain? | 5 

Tell what its Fall prevents; can liquid Air 

The pondrous Pile on its weak Columns bear? 

The Earth myſt, in its Gravity's Deſpight, 

Uphold its ſelf; our careleſs Stagyrite 

For its Support has no Proviſion made, 

No Pillar reer d, and no Foundation laid. 

When by occult and unknown Gravity 

Tis to its Station brought, it there muſt lye 

In undiſtutb'd Repoſe, in vain we ask him Why? 


Say, if the World uncaus'd did ne'et begin, 
If Nature, what it is, has always been; 
Why do no Arms the Poet's Song employ 
Before the Theban War, or Siege of Trey? 
And why no elder Hiſtories relate 
The Riſe of Empizes, and the Turns of State? 


1 
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If Generations infinite are gone, 

Tell, why ſo late were Arts and Letters known? 

Their Riſe and Progreſs is of Recent Date, 

And ſtill we mourn their young imperfe& State. 

If unconfin'd Duration we regard, 

And Time be with Eternity compar'd, 

But Yeſterday the Sages of the Eaſt 

Firſt ſome crude Knowledge of the Stars expreſt, 

In ſacred Emblems Egypt's Sons conceal'd 

Their myſtic Learning, rather than reveal'd. 

Greece after this, for ſubtle Wit renown'd, 

The Sciences and Arts improy'd or found; 

ar? Fiſt, Cauſes ſearch'd,. and Nature's ſecret Ways; 

Firſt taught the Bards to ſing Immortal Lays. 
The Charms of Muſick and of Painting rais'd, 


And was for Building firſt, and firſt for Sculpture 
prais'd. 


'F 8 
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e Man in Mechanic Arts did late excell, 
e That ſfuccour Life, and noxious Pow'rx repel; 
Which yield Supplies for neceſſary Uſe, 
Ot which to Pleaſure or to Pomp conduce. 
How late was found the Loadfſtone' s magick Force, 


hat ſeeks the North, and guides the Sailor's 
Courſe ? 


How newly did the Printer's curious Skill 
Ti inlighten'd World with Letter d Volumes fill? 


1 
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But late the kindled Powder did explode | 

The maſly Ball, and the Braſs Tube unload. 
The Tube, to whoſe loud Thunder Allien owes 
The Laurel Henours, that adorn her Brows. 
Which awful, during Eight renown'd Campaing, 
From Be'gie's Hills, and Gallia's Frontier Plains, 
Did thro? th* admiring Realms around proclain 
A. boi Conqueſts, and great Auna $ Name: 


By this the Leader of the Britiſh Pow rs 
Shook Menin, Lilla, and high Ganda's Tow'rs: 
Next his wide Engines levell'd urnays Pride, 
Whoſe lofty Walls advancing Foes defy'd. _ 
Tho? nitrous Tempeſts, and clandeſtine Death, 
FilPd the deep Caves and nurzous Vaults beneath, 
Which form'd with Art, and wicughy, with end 

leſs Toil, — 

Ran thro' the faithleſs excavated Soil; 
See, the intrepid Briton delves his Way, 
And to the Cavetns lets in War and Day: 
'Quells ſubtertanean Foes, and riſcs crown'd 
With Spoils, from Martial Labour under Ground. 
Mons, to reward Blarignie's s glorious Field, 
To Marlbro's Terrors did ſubmiſſive yield. 
The Hero next aſſail'd proud Dowa)'s Head, 
And ſpite of confluent Inundations ſpread 
Around, in ſpite of Works for ſure Defence 
Rais'd with conſummate Art, and Coſt immenſe, 
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With unexampled Valout did ſucceed; - 
(Villars, thy Hoſt beheld the hardy Deed:) 

Aria, Venantia, Bethune and Boxchain 

Of his long Triumphs cloſe th* Illuſtrious Train. 
While thus his Thunder did his Wrath declare, 


And artful Lightnings flaſf'd along the Air, 
Somona s Caſtles with th' impetuous Roar 
Aſtoniſh'd tremble, but their Warriors more, 
Latetia's lofty Tow'rs with Terror ſtrook 
Caught the Contagion, and at diſtance ſhook. 
Tell, Gallic Chiefs, for you have often heard 
His dreadful Cannon, and his Fire rever'd, 
Tell, how you rag'd, when your pale Cohorts run 
From Marlbro's Sword, the Battel ſcarce begun. 
Tell Sealdis, Legia tell. how to their Head 

rout frighted Waves in refluent Extors fed. 


While Mavibre's Cannon che prevails by Land, 
37itams's Sea- Chiefs, by Anne's bigh Command, 
Reſiſtleſs o'er the Thuſcan Billows ride, 

And ſtrike rebellowing Caves on either Side. 

Their Sulphur Tempeſts xing from Shore to Shore, 

Now make the Ligur ſtatt, and now the Moor. 

Hark how the Sound "diſturbs imperious Rome, 

Shakes her proud Hills, and rolls from Dome to 
Dome ! 


Her miter'd Princes hear the ecchoing Noiſe, 
And, Albion, diead thy Wrath, and awful Voice. 
I 2 Aided 
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Aided by thee the Auſtrian Eagles riſe 

Sublime, and triumph in Iberian Skies. 

What Pannic Fear, what Anguiſh, - what Diſttel 
What Conſternation Gallia's Sons expreſs, 

While trembling on the Coaſt; they from afar 
View the wing'd Terrors, and the floating Wal! 
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"BOOK: VI. 


Tue ARGUMENT. 


The fabulous Account of the firſt Riſe of 


Mankind. given by the ancient Poets. 
The Opinions of many of the Greek 
Philoſophers concerning that Point not 
leſs ridiculous. The Aſſertion of Epi- 
curus and his Followers, that our firſt 
Parents were the ſpontaneous Producti- 
on of the Earth, moſt abſurd and incre- 
dible. The true Origine of Man en- 
quired into, He is prov'd to be at firſt 
Created by an Intelligent, Arbitrary 
Cauſe; from the Characters and Im- 
preſſions of Contrivance, Art, and 
Wiſdom, which appear in his Formati- 
on. The wonderful Progreſs of it. The 

4 Figure, 
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Figure, Situation and Connexion of the 


Bones, The: Syſtem of the Veins, and 
that of the Arteries. The manner of 
' the Circulation of the Blood deſcrib'd, 
Nutrition how perform d. The Syſtem 
of the Nerves. Of the Animal Spirits, 
how made, aud how employ'd in Muſ- 
eular Motids and Senſation. A wiſe 
Intelligent Cauſe inferr'd from * 
Appearances, | 
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= Where Knowledge reign'd, and 
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Forgot their Stock, and wonder'd whence the 


came. 
Unguided in the Dark they ſtrove to find, 
With fruitleſs Toil, the Source of human Kind. 


The Heathen Bards, who idle Fables dreſt, 
Illuſive Dreams in Myſtio Verſe expreſs'd; 
And Foes to Natural Science and Divine, 

In beauteous Phraſe made impious Notions ſhine : 
In Strains ſublime their diff rent Fictions ſung, 
Whence the firſt Parents of our Species ſprupg. 


— 


Prometheus, ſo ſome elder Poets ſay, 
Temper'd and form'd a Paſte of purer Clay, 
14 To 


176 CREATION. Book VI. Boo 


To which, well mingled with the River's Stream, Then 
"His artful Hand gaye human. Shape and Frame: hof 
Then, with warm Liſe his Figures to inſpite, 
The bold Trojector ſtole Celeſtial Fire. 


While others tell us how the human Brood 
Ow'd their Productions to the fruitful Wood. 
How from the Laurel and the Aſh they ſprung, 
And Infants on the Oak, like Acorns, hung: 
The crude Conceptions preſt the bending Trees, 
Till cheriſh'd with the Sun-beams, by degrees, 
Ripe Children dropp'd on all the Soil around, 
Peopled the Woods, and overſpread the Ground, 


Great Jupiter, ſo ſome were pleas'd to ſing, 
Of fabled Gods the Father and the King, 
The moving Pray*r of Aacus did grant, 
And into Men and Women turn'd the Ant. 


Some tell, Dexcalion and his Phyrrha threw 
Obdurate Stones, which o'er their Shoulders flew, 
Then ſhifting Shape receiv'd a vital Flame, 
And Men and Women,wondrous Change! became. 
And thus the hard and ſtubborn Race of Man 
From animated Rock, and Flint began. 


Now to the Learned Schools of Greece repair, 
Who Chance the Author of the World declare: 


Then 
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team, Then judge if wiſe Philoſophers excell 
rame: MW Thoſc idle Tales, which wanton Poets tell. 


They ſay, at firſt to living Things the Earth 
At her Formation gave ſpontaneous Birth, 
When youthful Heat was thro' the Glebe diffus'd, 
Mankind, as well as Inſects, the produc'd. _ 
That Genial Wombs by Parent Chance were 
form'd 
Adapted to the Soil; which after warm d 
And cheriſn'd by the Sun's enlivening Beam, 
With human Offsprings did in Embryo team. 
Theſe nouriſh'd there a while impriſon d lay 
Then broke their yielding Bands, and forc'd their 
BY Way. 2111 
The Field a Crop of reas'ning Creatures crown'd, 
And crying Infants grovell'd on the Ground, 
A milky Store was by the Mother Earth 
Pour'd from her Boſom, to ſuſtain the Birth. 
In Strength and Bulk encreas * the Earth-born 


flew, 


Race 
Could move, and the and ready change their 
ame. 
- Place : 


O'er ev'ry Hill and verdant Paſture ſtray, 
| Skip o'er the Lawns, and by the Rivers play: 
air, Could eat the tender Plant, and by degrees 


ans: roule on the Shrubs, and crop the budding Trees; 


Then 14 The 
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The fragrant Fruit from bending Branches ſhake 


And with the Cryſtal Stream their Thirſt at Pear 
ſure lake, 


The Earth by theſe app lauded Schools, tis ſaid, 
This ſingle Crop of Men and Women bred ;- 
Who grown adult, ſo Chance it ſeems enjoin d, 
Did Male and Female propagate their Kind. 
This wiſe Account Lucretian Sages. give, 
Whence our firſt Parents their Deſcent dexive.. 


Severely on this Subject to diſpute; 
And Tales ſo wild, ſo ſenſeleſs to confute, 
Were with inglorious Labour to diſgrace 
The Schools, and Reaſon's Dignity debaſe. 
But ſince, with this of Man's Original, 
The Parts remaining of their Scheme muſt fall: 
(Tet farther to purſue the preſent Theme j) 
Behold how yain Philoſophers: may dream. 


Grant, Epicurus, that by caſual Birth 

Men ſprung Spontaneous from the fruitful Earth, 
When on the Glebe the naked Infants lay, 
How were the helpleſs Creatures fed? You ſay, 
The Teaming Soil did from. its Breaſts exclude 
A ſoft and milky Liquor for their Food. 

I will not ask what this apt Humour made; 
Nox by what wondrous Channels twas conyey'd. 


”y <2 Z 6 { 


How ſhall the N 


mand, 
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For if we ſuch Enquizies make, we know 
Your ſhort, Reply, It happen'd to be ſo. 
Without aſſigning once a proper. Cauſe, 
Or ſolving Queſtions by Mechanic Laws, 
To ev*ry Doubt your Anſwer is the ſame, 
lt ſo fell out, and ſo by Chance it came. 


: x 


ew-born Race their Food com- 
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Who cannot change their Place, or move a Hand ? 
Grant that the Glebe beneath will never drink, 
Nor thro” its Pores let the ſoft Humour link; 
Will not the Sun with his exhaling Ray 
Defraud the Babe, and draw his Food away? 


Since, for ſo long a Space the human Birth 
Muſt lye expos'd, and naked on the Earth; 
Say, could the tender Creature, in deſpight 
Of Heat by Day, and chilling Dews by Night, 
In ſpite of Thunder, Winds, and Hail and Rains 
And all inclement Air, its Life maintain? 


In vain, you ſay, in Earth's primzyal State, 
Soft was the Air, and mild the Cold and Heat. 
For did not then the Night ſucceed the Day? 
The Sun as now roll thro? its annual Way? 

Th' Effects then on the Air muſt be the ſame, 
The Froſts of Winter, and the Summer's Flame. 
In 
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In the firſt Age, you ſay, the pregnant Ground 
With human Kind in Embryo'did abound, ; 

And pour'd her Off-ſpring on the Soil around. 
But tell us, Epicurus, why the Field 

Did never ſince one human Harveſt yield? 

And why we never fee one ripening Birth 
Heave in the Glebe, and u thro the W 


You 3 when the Earth was freſh and young, 
While her prolific Energy was ſtrong, 

A Race of Men ſhe in her Boſom bred, 

And all the Fields with Infant People ſpread: 
But that firſt Birth her Strength did ſo exhauſt, 
The Genial Mother ſo much vigour leſt; 

That waſted now by Age, in yain we hope 

She ſhould again bring forth a human Crop. 


Mean time ſhe's not with Labour ſo much worn, 
But ſhe can ſtill the Hills with Woods adorn, 
See, from her fertile Boſom how ſhe pours 
Verdant Conceptions, and refreſh'd with Show* 
Covers the Field with Corn, and paints the 

Mead with Flow'rs. 
see, her tall Sons, the Cedar, Oak, and Pine, 
The fragrant Myrtle, and the juicy Vine, 
Their Parent's undecaying Strength declare, 
Which with freſh Labour, and unwearied Care, 0 


Supplics new Plants, her Loſſes to repair. 


Aber 


. *. „ 
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Then ſince the Earth retains her fruitful Pow't 


To procteate Plants, the Foreſt to reſtore: 


Say; why to nobler Animals alone ä 
Should the be feeble, and unfruitful grown? 
After one Birth the ceas'd not to be Young, 

The Glebe was ſucculent, the Mould was ſtrong, 
Could the at once fade in her perfect Bloom 
Waſte all her. Spirits, and her Wealth' conſume? 


Grant that her Vigour might in part decreaſe, 
From like Productions muſt ſhe ever ceaſe ? 
To form a Race ſhe might have ſtill inclin'd, 
Tho' of a monſtrous, or a dwarfiſh Kind, 
Why did the never, by one crude Eſſay, 
Imperfect Lines and Rudiments diſplay ? 
In ſome ſucceeding Ages had been found 
A Leg or Arm unfinift'd in the Ground: 
And ſometimes in the Fields might ploughing 

Swains 

nnn and break unfathion' '>Vcins, 


But grant the Earth was laviſh of her Pow'r, 
And ſpent at once her whole prolific Store: 
Would not ſo long a Reſt new Vigour give, 

And all her firſt Fertility revive? 

Learn, Epicurss, of th* experienc'd Swain, 

When frequent Wounds have worn th' impove- 
Let 
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Let him a while the Furrow. not moleſt,. 
But leave the Glebe to heay'nly Dews and Reſt; 
If then he Till and Sow the harrow'd Field. 
Will not the Soil a plenteous Harveſt n | 
\ 

The Sun, by you, „ is ; aff A. 
The other Parent of all human Kind. 
But does he ever languiſh or decay, if 
Does he not equal Influence diſplay, _ 
And pierce the Plains with the ſame Active 

Ray ? 

If then the Glebe . with the Solar Flame 
Men once produc' d, it ſtill e the ſame. 


You fay, the Sun's prolific . can form 
Th' induſtrious Ant, the gaudy Fly and Worm: 
Can make each Plant, and Tree, the Gard'net's 

Care, | 5 
Beſide their Leaves, their proper Inſects bear: 
Then might the Heav'ns in ſome peculiar State, 
Ot lucky Aſpect, Beaſts and Men create. 
But late Enquizers by their Glaſſes find, 
That every Infe& of each diff rent Kind, 
In its own Egg cheer d by the Solar Rays, 
Organs involw'd, and latent Life diſplays: 
This Truth diſcover'd by Sagacious Art, 
Does all Lucretian Axrogance ſubvert. 


Pcoud 
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Proud Wits, your. Frenzy own, and overcome 
By Reaſon's Force; be now for ever dumb. 


If, learned Epicurxs, we. allow 
Our Race to Earth Primzval Being owe, 
How did ſhe Male and Female Sexes frame; 
Say, if from Fortune this Diſtinction came? 
Or did the conſcious Parent then foreſee, 
By one- Conception ſhe ſhould Barren be, 
And therefore, wiſely provident, deſign' d 
Prolific Pairs to propagate the Kind ; 
That thus preſerv'd, the Godlike Race of Man 
Might not _— er oy it ſcarce began. 


Since by theſe various Arguments tis 4 
The teaming Mould did not our Parents bears; 
Zy more ſevere Enquiries let us trace 
The Origine and Source of human Race, 


ee 
"70 fhod 


Lehiak-t-adovh; I therefore know I am; 
While I have been, I fill have been te ne, 
Since from. an Infant, I a Man becafne. 

But tho' I am, few circling Years are gone. 
Since I in Nature's Roll was quite unknown. 
Then ſince *tis plain I have not always been, 

L ask, from whence my Being could begin? 

1 did not to my ſelf Exiſtence give, | 

Nor from my ſelf the ſecret Pow'r receive, 6 
BY which I reaſon; and by which I live,. 


4% 
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1 did not build this Frame, nor do 1 know 


The hidden Springs from whence my Motions 


flow. 


If I had form'd my ſelf, I had deſign'd _ 
A ſtronger Body, and a wiſer Mind, 

From Sorrow free, nor liable to Pain; 

My Paſſions ſhould obey, and Reaſon reign. 
Nor could my Being from my Parents flow, 
Who neither did the Parts, or Structure know: 
Did not my Mind or Body underſtand, 

My Sex determine, nor my Shape command. 


Had they deſign'd and rais'd the curious Frame, 


Inſpir d my branching Veins with vital Flame, 

Faſhion'd the Heart, and hollow Channels made, 

Thro' which the circling Streams of Life are 
play'd; 

Had they the Organs of my Senſes wrought, 

And form'd the wondrous . of Thought; 

Their artful Work they muſt have better known, 


Explain' d its Springs, and its Contrivance ſhown, 


If they could make, they might preſerve me too, 


Prevent my Fears, or diſſipate my Woe. 

When long in Sickneſs languiſhing I lay, | 

They with Compaſſion touch'd did mourn and 
_ . Pray: | | 


Ta 


tions 


Ta 


Book VI CREATION. 185 


To ſooth my Pain and mitigate my Grief, 

They ſaid kind Things, yet brought me no Re- 
lief. 

But whatſoever Cauſe my Being gave, 

The Power that made me, can its Creature ſave, 


If to. my ſelf 1 did not Being give, 
Nor from immediate Parents did receive; 
It could net from my Predeceſſors flow, 
They, than my Parents, could not more beſtow, 
Should we the long depending. Scale aſcend - 
Of Sons and Fathers, will it never end? 
If *twill, then muſt we thro? the Order run 
To ſome one Man; whoſe Being ne'er begun. 
If that one Man was Sempiternal, Why 
Did he, ſince Independant, ever dye? 
If from himſelf his own Exiftence came, 
The Cauſe, that could deſtroy his Being, name, 


To ſeek my Maker, thus in vain I trace 
The whole ſucceſſive Chain of human Race, 
Bewilder'd 1 my Author cannot find, 6 
Till ſome firſt Cauſe, ſome: Self-exiſtent Mind» 
Who form'd, and rules all Natue, is aſſign'd: 


When firſt the Womb did the crude Embryo hold, 


What ſhap'd the Parts? what did the Limbs un- 
fold? F 


or 


Vow. 1 
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O'er the whole Work in ſecret did preſide, 
Give quick*ning Vigour, and each Motion guide? 
What kindled in the Dark the vital Flame, 
And cer the Heart was form'd, puſh'd on the 
ted ning Stream? 
Then for the Heart the apteſt Fibres ſtrung ? 
And in the Breaſt th' impulſive Engine hung? 
Say, what the various Bones ſe wiſely wrought? 
How was their Frame to ſuch Perfection brought? 
What did their Figures for their Uſes fit, 
Their Number fix, and Joints adapted knit; 
And made them all in that juſt Order ſtand, 
Which Motion, Strength and Ornament demand? 
What for the Sinews ſpun ſo ſtrong a Thread, 


The curious Loom to weave the Muſcles ſpread ?. 


Did the nice Strings of tender Membranes drill 
And perforate the Nerve with ſo much skill, 
Then with the active Stream the dark Bereſles 

= 

The purple Mazes of the Veins diſplay'd, 

And all th* Arterial Pipes in Order laid, 

What gave the bounding Current to the Blood, 
And to and few convey'd the reſtleſs Flood? 


The living Fabrick now in pieces take, 
Of ev'ry Part due Obſervation make; 

All which ſuch Art diſcover, ſo conduce 

To Rgauty, Vigour, and each deſtin'd Uſe; _ 


The 


la t 


ide? 


The 
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rhe Atheiſt, if to ſearch for Truth inclin'd, 
May in himſelf his full Conviction find, 
and from his Body teach bis ecting Mind. 


When the crude Embryo careful Nature breeds, 
see how ſhe Works, and how her Work proceeds. 
While thro' the Maſs her Energy the darts 
To free and ſwell the complicated Parts; 
hich only does unravel and untwiſt 
Th' invelop'd Limbs, that previous there exiſt. 
And as each vital Speck, in which remains « . 
Th entire, but rumpled Animal, contains 4 
Organs perplext, and Clues of twining Veins 3” 
$0 ev'ty Fœtus bears a ſecret Hoard, 

With ſleeping, unexpanded Iſſue ſtor'd ; 

Which num'rous, but unquicken*d Progeny, 

Claſp'd and inwrap'd within each other lye: 

Engendring Heats theſe ene by one unbind, 

ſtretch their ſmall Tubes, and hamper'd Nerves. 
unwind ; 

And thus when Time ſhall drain each Magazine 

Crowded with Men unborn, unripe, unſeen, 

Not yet of Parts unfolded, no Increaſe 

Can follow, all prolifick Power muſt ceaſe. 


Th' Elaftic Spirits which remain at reſt 
Ja the ſtrait Lodgings of the Brain compreſt, 


While 


m | 
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While by the ambient Womb's enliy' ning Heat Boo 
Cheer'd and awaken'd; firſt themſelves dilate; i 
Then quicken'd and expanded ev'ry way ny 
The Genial Lab'rers all rheir Force diſplay. ns 
They now begin to work the wondrous Frame, 5 
To ſhape the Parts, and raiſe the vital Flame. 
For when th' extended Fibres of the Brain 

Their active Gueſts no longer can reſtrain, 

They backward ſpring, which due Effort compels 
The lab'ring Spirits to forſake their Cells: 
The Spirits thus exploded from their Seat, 0 
Swift from the Head to the next Parts cn 
Force their Admiſſion, and their Paſſage beat. 
Theit Tours around th* unopen'd Maſs they take, 
And by a thouſand Ways their Inroads make: 
Till there reſiſted they their Race, infleR, 

And dackward to their Source their way direct. 
Thus with a ſteady and alternate ToiI 

| They ifſue from, and to the Head recoil : 

ö By which their plaſtic Function they diſcharge, 
Extend their Channels, and their Tracks enlarge. 
For by the ſwift Excurſi ons which they make, 
still fallying from the Brain, and leaping back, 
They pierce the Nervous Fibre, bare the Vein, 
And ſtretch th' Arterial Channels, which contain 
The various Streams of Life, that to and fro 
Thro* dark Meanders undirected flow ;. . 


Thi in- 
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Th' inſpected Egg. this gradual Change betrays, 
To which the brooding. Hen ene Heat 
-- CONVEYS. i 


The beating Heart demanded kult for Uſe, 
Is the firſt Muſcle Nature does produce. 
By this impulſive Engine's conſtant Aid 
The tepid Floods are ev'ry way convey'd: 
And did not Nature's Care at firſt provide 5 


The active Heart to puſh the circling Tide, 


All progreſs to her Work would be deny'd. 


The Salient Point, ſo firſt is call'd the Heart, 
Shap'd and ſuſpended with amazing Art, 
By Turns dilated, and by Turns compreſt, 
Expels, and entertains the purple Gueſt. 
1 ſends from out its Left contracted Side 
Into th* Arterial Tube its vital Pride: 
Which Tube, prolong'd but little from its Source, 
Parts its wide Trunk, and takes a double Courſe 3 
One Channel to the Head its way dizeQs, 
One to th? inferior Limbs its Path inflects. 


Both ſmaller by degrees, and ſmaller grow, 2 


And on the Parts, thro' which they branching go, 
A thouſand ſecret, ſubtle Pipes beſtow. I 
From which by num'rons Convolutions wound, 
Wrap'd with th' attending Neve, and <viſted 


round, 3 
The 
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The complicated Knots and Kemels riſe, 
Of various Eigures, and of various Size. 


Th' Arterial Ducts, when thus involv'd, produce 


-Unnumber'd Glands, and of important Uſe. 
Nut after, as they farther Progreſs make, 
The Appellation of a Vein they take. 


3 5 


For tho' th' Arterial Pipes themſelves extend 


In ſmalleſt Branches, yet they never end: 
The ſame continu'd circling Channels run 


Back to the Heart, where firſt their Courſe begun. 


The Heart, as ſaid, from its contracted Cave 
On the Left Side, ejects the bounding Wave. 


Exploded thus, as ſplitting Channels lead, 
Upward it ſprings, or downward is convey d. 
The Crimſon Jets rais d with Elaſtic Force 


Swift to the Seats of Senſe purſue their Courſe; 


Arterial Streams thro' the ſoft Brain diffuſe, 


And water all its Fields with vital Dews. ! 
From this o'erflowing Tide the curious Brain 


« 


42 
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Does thro? its Pores the purer Spirits ſtrain: 


Which to its inmoſt Seats their Paſſage make. 
Whence their dark Riſe th* extended Sinews take. 


With all their Mouths the Nerves theſe Spirits 


drink, 


Which thro' the Cells of the fine Strainer ſink. 


Theſe all the channel'd Fibres ev'ry way 
For Motion and Senſation ſtill convey, 


The 


Th 


It 


e, 


— 
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By the cloſe Structure of the Parts withſtood, 
Whoſe narrow Meſhes top the groſſer Flood, 
By apt Canals and Furrows in the Brain, N 


The greateſt Portion of thi Arterial Blood, C 


Which here diſcharge the Office of a Vein, 
Invert their Current, and the Heart regain. 


The. thooting Streams, which thro? another 
Road 

The beating Engine downward did explode, 
To all th' Inferior Parts deſcend, and lave 
The Members with their circulating Wave, 
To make th' Arterial Treaſure move as flow, ba 
As Nature's Ends demand, the Channels grow 8 
Still more contracted, as they farther go. 


' Beſides the Glands, which o'er the Body ſpread, 


Fine complicated Clues of nervous Thread, 
Involv'd and twiſted with th' Arterial Duct 
The rapid Motion of the Blood obſtrug: 
Theſe Labyrinths the circling Current ſtay 
For noble Ends, which after we diſplay. 


Soon as the Blood has paſt the winding Ways, 
And various Tuznings of the wondrous Maze, 
From the entangled Knot of Veſlels freed, 

It runs its vital Race with greater Speed: -« 


And 
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And from the Parts and Members moſt remote 

By theſe Canals the Streams are backward 
brought, 

Which are of thinner Coats and fewer Fibres 
wrought ; 

Till all the confluent Rills their Current join, 

And in the ample Porta Vein combine. 

This larger Channel by a thouſand Roads 

Enters the Liver, and its Store unloads. 

Which from that Store by proper Inlets ves The 


The yellow Dregs, and ſends them by the Veins 
To the large Ciſtern, which the Gall contains. 
Then to the Vein, we cava name, the Blood 

Calls in the ſcatter d 1 and recolleRs the 7TH 


- Vlood. The 

As when the Thames advances thro? the Plain, * 
With his freſh Waters to dilute the Main; 55 
He turns and winds amidſt the flowry Meads, Thi 
And now contracts, and now his Water ſpreads. Her 
Here in a Courſe direct he forward tends, Ani 
There to his Head his Waves retorted bends. Fac 
See, now the ſportive Flood in two divides , Wi 
His Silver Train, now with uniting Tides Th 
He wanton claſps the intercepted Soil, To 
And forms with erring Streams the Reedy Iſle; Wh 
At length collecting all his Watry Band, Co 


The Ocean to augment he leaves the Land. 


50 
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te so the red Curtents in their ſecret Maze 

rd In various Rounds thro dark Meanders paſs, 
"Till all aſſembled in the Cava Vein 


es Bring to the Heart's right Side their Crimſon 
| Train; 
n. Which now compreſt with Force Elaſtic drives 


The Flood, that thro' the ſecret Paſſes ſtrives. 
The Road that to the Lungs this Store tranſmits 
Into unnumber d narrow Channels ſplits. 

The venal Blood crowds thro? the winding Ways, 
And thro? the Tubes the broken Tide conveys : 
Thoſe num' rous Streams, their Roſy Beauty gone, 
Toor by Expence, and faint with Labour grown, 
Are in the Lungs enrich'd, which reinſpire 

The languid Juices, and reftore their Fire. 


The large Arterial Ducts that thither lead, ; 
By which the Blood is from the Heart convey'd | i 
Thro? either Lobe ten thouſand Branches ſpread. 
Here its bright Stream the bounding Current parts, 
. And thro' the various Paſles ſwiftly darts: 
ds. Each ſubtle Pipe, each winding Channel fills 
„ With ſprightly Liquors, and with purple Rills:, 

The Pipe, diſtinguiſh'd by its griſtly Rings, 

To cheriſh Life Aerial Paſture brings; 
Ille; Which the ſoft breathing Lungs with gentle Force 
Conſtant embrace by Turns, by Turns divorce: 
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The ſpringy Air this nitrous Food impells x 
Thro' all the ſpungy Parts. and bladder d Cells, 
And with dilating Breath the vital Bellows ſwells... 
Th' admitted Nitre agitates the Flood, 

Revives its Fire, and referments the Blood. 
Behold, the Streams now change their languid Blue, 
Regain their Glory, and their Flame renew. 
With Scarlet Honours re-adorn'd the Tide 
Leaps on, and bright with more than Brian Pride, 
Advances to the Heazt, and fills the Cave 

on the Left Side, which the firſt Motion gave. 
Now thro” the ſame involv'd Arterial Ways, 
Th' exploded Jets th* Impulſive Engine plays. 


No Sons of Wiſdom could this Current. trace; 
Or of th? Ionic, or Italie Race: 5 
From thee, Democritus, it lay conceal d. 
Tho yielding Nature much to thee reveal d. 
- The? with the curious Knife thou didſt inrade 
Her dark Receſſes, and haſt oft diſplay'd 
The Crimſon Mazes, and the hollow Road, 
Which to the Heart cenveys the refluent Blood, 
It was to thee, great Stagyrite, unknown, 
And thy Preceptor of Divine Renown. 
Learning did ne'er this ſecret Truth impart 
To the Greek Maſters of the healing Art. 
*Twas by the Coar's piercing Eye unview'd, 
And did attentive Galen's Search clude. 


Thon, 
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| Thou, wondrous Harvey, whoſe Immortal Fame, 
Is, By thee inſtructed, grateful Schools proclaim, 
18. Thou, Albien's Pride, didſt firſt the winding Way, 


And circling Life's dark Labyrinth diſplay. 
Attentive from the Heart thou didſt purſue 
Blu The ſtarting Fleod, and keep it ſtill in view, 
e, : , 
Till thou with Rapture ſaw'ſt the Channels bring 
The Purple Currents back, and form the Vital 


Pride, Ring. 


ave. See, how the Human Animal is fed, 


s, How Nouriſhment is wrought, and how conyey'd, 
1 The Mouth with proper Faculties endu'd 


Firſt entertains, and then divides the Food. 
Two adverſe Rows of Teeth the Meat prepare, 
On which the Glands fermenting Juice confer. 
Nature has various tender Muſcles plac'd, 
By which the artful Gullet is embrac'd: _, 
Some the long Funnel's curious Mouth extend 
Thro' which ingeſted Meats with Eaſe deſcend. 
Other confederate Pairs for Nature's Uſe 
Contract the Fibres, and the Twitch produce 
Which gently puſkes on the grateful Food 
To the wide Stomach, by its hollow Road. 
That this long Road may unobſtructed go, 
As it deſcends, it bores the Midriff thro'. 
, The large Receiver for Concoction made 
Bchold amidſt the warmeſt Bowels laid. 
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The Spleen to this, and to the adverſe Side 

The glowing Liver's Comfort is apply'd, 

Beneath, the Pancreas has its proper Seat, 

To cheer its Neighbour, .and augment its Heat, 

More to aſlift it for its deſtin d Uſe, * 

This ample Bag is ſtor'd with active Juice, 

Which can with Eaſe ſubdue, with Eaſe unbind 

Admitted Meats of-ev*ry diff* rent Kind. 

This pow'rful Ferment mingling with the Parts, 

The leven'd Maſs to milky Chyle converts. 

The Stomach's Fibres this concocted Food 

By their Contraction's gentle Force exclude z 

Which by the Mouth on the right Side deſcends 

Thro' the wide Paſs, which from that Mouth de- 
pends. 

In its Progteſſion ſoon the labour'd Chyle 

Receives the confluent Rills of bitter Bile, 

Which by the Liver ſever'd from the Blood, 8 

And ſtriving thro' the Gall- pipe, here unload 

Their yellow Streams, more to refine the Flood. 

The complicated Glands, in various Ranks 

Diſpos'd along the neighb'ring Channel's Banks, 

By conſtant weeping mix their watty Store 

With the Chyle's Current, and-dilute it more, 

Th' inteſtine Roads inflected and inclin'd 

In- various Convolutions turn and wind, 

That theſe Meanders may the Progreſs ſtay, 

And the deſcending Chyle by this Delay 

May thro? the milky Veſſels find its way: 
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W hoſe little Mouths in the large Channel's Side 
Suck in the Flood, and drink the cheering. Tide. 
Theſe num'rous Veins, ſuch is the curious Frame, 
Receive the pure inſinuating Stream; 

But no corrupt or dreggy Parts admit 

To form the Blood, or feed the Limbs unfit. 
Th' Inteſtine ſpiral Fibres theſe protrude, 

And from the winding Tubes at length exclude, 


Obſerve, theſe ſmall Canals conſpire to make 
With all their. Treaſure one capacious Lake, 
Whoſe common Receptacle. entertains 
Th' united Streams of all the Lacteal Veins. 
Hither the Rills of Water are convey'd 
In curious Aquæducts by Nature lad 
To carry all the limpid Humour ſtraiu'd 
And from the Blood divided by the Gli d; 
Which mingling Currents with the milky Juice 
Makes it more apt to flow, more fit for Vie, 
Theſe Liquoss, which the wide Recetwer fl, 
Prepar'd wit Labour, and refin with H 
Another Courſe to diftant Pa begin 
Thro' Roads taat ftretca aluay tue Back within. 
This uſeful Channel. lately ikanowiu afccuuls, 
And in the Vein near tne left Shoulder ends; i 
Which there unloads its Wealth, chat with the Wl | 
Blood. | Wo 
Now flows in one incorporated Flood, 
K 3 Soo 
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Soon by the Vein 'tis to the Heart convey'd, 
And is by that Elaftick Engine play'd 

Into the Lungs, whence, as deſcrib'd before, 
It onward ſprings, and makes the wondrous Tour. 


Now all the Banks the branching River laves 
With dancing Streams, and animated Waves; 
New florid Honours and gay Youth beſtows, 
Diffufing vital Vigour, where it flows ;. 

Supplies freſh Spirits to the living Frame, 

And kindles in the Eyes a brighter Flame. 
Muſcles impair'd receive new fibrous Thread, 
And ev'ry Bone is with rich Marrow fed: 
Nature revives, cheer'd with the wealthy Tide, 
And Life regal d diſplays its purple Pride. 


But how the wondrous Diſtribution's made, 
How to each Part its proper Food convey'd; 
How fibrous Strings for Nouriſhment are wrought 3 
By what Conveyance to the Muſcles brought 
How rang'd for Motion, how for Beauty mix'd ; 
With vital Cement how th' Extreams are fix d; 
How they agree in various Ways to join, 

In a tranſyerſe, a ſtraight, or crooked Line; 
Here loſt in Wonder we adoring ſtand, | 
Wirh Rapture own the wiſe Director's Hand, 5 
ho Nature made, and does her Works command, 
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Let us howe'er the Theme as far purſue, 
As learn'd Obſervers know, or think they do. 


Mixt with the Blood in the ſame circling Tide 
The Rills nutritious thro? the Veſſels glide : 
Thoſe Pipes till leſſ'ning as they further paſs, 
Retard the Progreſs of the flowing Maſs. 

The Glands, that Nature o'er the Body ſpreads 
All artful Knots of various hollow Threads, 


Which Lymphæducts, an Art'ry, Nexve and Vein 5 


Involv'd and cloſe together wound contain, 

Make yet the Motion of the Streams more flow, 

Which thro* thoſe Mazes intricate muſt flow. 

And hence it comes the interrupted Blood 

Diſtends its Channels with its ſwelling Flood. 

Thoſe Channels turgid with th* obſtructed Tide 

Stretch their ſmall Holes, and make their Meſhes 
wide, 

By $skilful Nature pierc'd on ev'ry Side. 

Mean time the labour'd Chyle pervades the Poꝛes 

In all th arterial perforated Shores. 

The liquid Food, which thro' theſe Paſſes ſtrives 

To ev'ry Part juſt Reparation gives: 

Thro* Holes of various Figures various Juice 

Inſinuates, to ſerve for Nature's Uſe. 

See, ſofter Fibres to the Fleſh are ſent, 

While the thin Membrane finer Strings augment. 
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The tough and ftrong are on the Sinews laid, 
And to the Bones the harder are convey'd. 

But what the Maſs nutritious does divide, 

To diff*rent Parts the diff rent Portions guide; 
What makes them aptly to the Limbs adhere, 
In Youth increaſe them, and in Age repair, 
The deepeſt Search could never yet declare. 


Nor leſs Contrivance, nor leſs curious Art 
Surprize, and pleaſe in ev'ry other Part. 
See, how the Nerves with equal Wiſdom made, 
Ariſing from the tender Brain, pervade 
And ſecret paſs in Pairs the channell'd Bone, 
And thence advance thro? Paths and Roads un- 

known. of 

Form'd of the fineſt complicated Thread, 
Theſe num rous Cords are thro' the Body ſpread. 
A thouſand Branches from each Trunk they ſend, 
Some to the Limbs, ſome to the Bowels tend. 
Part in ftrait Lines, part in Tranſverſe are found, 
One forms a Crooked Figure, one a Round, 
The Entrails theſe embrace in ſpiral Strings, 
Thoſe claſp th' arterial Tubes in tender Rings: 
The Tendons ſome compacted cloſe produce, 
And ſome thin Fibres for the Skin diffuſe. 


Theſe ſubtle Channels, ſuch is ev'ry Nerve, 
For vital Functions, Senſe, and Motion ſerve. 
| * 
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Included Spirits thro their ſecret Road 

Paſs to and fro, as thro* the Veins the Blood. 
Some to the Heart advancing take their way, 
Which move and make the beating Muſcle play. 
Part to the Spleen, part to the Liver go, 

Theſe to the Lungs, thoſe to the Stomach flow, 
They help to labour and conco@ the Food, 
Refine the Chyle, and animate the Blood : 
Exalt the Ferments, and the Strainers aid, 
That by a conftant Separation made, 

They may a due Oeconomy maintain, 

Exclude the noxious Parts, the good retain, 


Yet- we theſe wondrous Functions neer per- 
ceive, 
Functions, by which we move, by which we live: 
Unconſcious we theſe - Motions never heed, 
Whether they err, or by juſt Laws proceed. 


But other. Spirits govern'd by the Will 


Shoot thro* their Tracks; and diſtant Muſcles fill. 


This Sov'raign by his arbitrary Nod 

Reſtrains, or ſends his Minifters abroad. 

Swift and obedient to his high Command, 

They ſtir a Finger, or they lift a Hand; 

They tune our Voices, or they move our Eyes; 
By theſe we walk, or from the Ground axife 
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By theſe we turn, by theſe the Body bend; 
Contract a Limb at Pleaſure, or extend. 

And tho? theſe Spirits, which obſequious go, 
Know not the Paths, thro' which they ready flow, 
Nor can our Mind inſtruct them in their Way, 
Of all their Roads as ignorant, as they; 

Yet ſeldom exring they attain their End, 

And reach that ſingle Part, which we intend, 
Unguided they a juſt Diſtinction make, 

This Muſcle ſwell, and leave tae other ſlack. 
And when their Force this Limb or that inflects, 
Our Will the Meaſure of that Force directs, 

The spirits which diſtend them, as we pleaſe 
Exert their Pow'r, or from their Duty ceaſe. 


Theſe Out-guards of the Mind are ſent abroad, 
And ſtill patrolling beat the neighb'ring Road: - 
Or to the Parts remote obedient fly, 

Keep Poſts advanc'd, and on the Frontier lye, 
The watchful Centinels at ev'ry Gate, 
At ev'ry Taſſage to the Senſes wait. 
Still travel to and fro the Nervous way, 
And their Impreſſions to the Brain convey, 
Where their Report the Vital Envoys make, 
And with new Orders are commanded back. 
Quick, as a darted Beam of Light, they go, 
Thro' diff*xent Paths to diff rent Organs flow, 

| 1 Whence 
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W hence they reflect as ſwiftly to the Brain, 


To give 1t-Pleafure, or to give it Pain. 


Thus has the Muſe a daring Wing diſpla x 
Thro? trackleſs Skies ambitious Flight eſſay d, 
To ſing the Wonders of the Human Frame; 
But oh! bewails her weak, unequal Flame. 

Ye skilful Maſters of Machaen's Race, 

Who Nature's mazy Intricacies trace, 

And to ſublimer Spheres of Knowledge riſe 
By manag'd Fire, and late-invented Eyes; 
Tell, how your Search has here eluded been, 
How oft amaz'd and raviſt'd you have ſeen 
The Conduct, Prudence, and ſtupendous Art, 
And Maſter-ſtrokes in each Mechanic Part. 
Tell, what delightful Myſteries remain 
Unſung, which my inferior Voice diſdain, 


And- not with Galen all in Rapture ſay, 


Who can this Field of Miracles ſurvey, | 
Behold a God, Adote him, and Obey 
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The ARGUMENT. 

The Introduction, in Imitation of King 
Solomon's Ironical Conceſſions to the 
Libertine. The Creator aſſerted from 

| the Contemplation of Animals, Of 
their Senſe of Hearing, Taſting, Smel- 
ling, and eſpecially of Seeing, Of the 
nobler Operations of Animals common- 
by call d Inſtinctt. The Creator demon- 
ſtrated farther from the Contemplation 
of Human Underſtanding, andthe Per- 
fedtions of the Mind. The Vigour and 
Swiftneſs of Thought. Simple Percep- 
tion. Reflection, Of the Mind's 
Power 


- 
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Power of Alſtracting, Uniting, and 
| Separating Ideas, Of the Faculty of 
Reaſoning, or deducing one Propofiti- 
on from two hers. The Power of 
- human Under rin inventing ii. 
fa Works, and in other Inſtances. The 
Mind's ſelf- determining Power, or 
Freedom of Choice. Her Power of e- 
lecking an End, and chuſing Means to at- 
tain that End. Of controling our Ap- 


petites, rejecking Pleaſures, and chu 
fing Pain, Want, and Death it ſelf, in 


hopes of Happineſs in a diſtant unknown 
State of Life. The Conclufion, being 
4 ſhort Recapitulation of the Whole; 
with @ Hymn to the Creator of the 
World; 
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ile roſie Yourh its perfect Bloom 
4 maintains, 

1 Thoughtleſs of Age, and igno- 
| rant of Pains: 

While from the Heart rich 
Streams with Vigour ſpring, 
Bound thro' their Roads, and dance their vital 

Ring, | | 
And Spirits, ſwift as Sun-beams thro? the. Skies, 
Dart thro' thy Nerves, and ſparkle in thy Eyes; 
While Nature with full Strength thy Sinews arms, 
Glows in thy Cheeks, and triumphsin her Charms, 
Indulge thy Inſtincts, and intent on Eaſe. 
With raviſhing Delight thy Senſes pleaſe. . H 


Since no black Clouds diſhonour now the Sky, 
No Winds, but balmy genial Zephirs, fly, 


Eager embark, and to th' inviting Gale * 
Thy Pendants looſe, and ſpread thy Silken Sail“ R 
; Sportive advance on Pleaſure's wanton Tide 1 


Thro' flow'ry Scenes, diffus'd. on either Side. 
Sth 
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See how the Hours their painted Wings diſplay, 
And draw, like harneſs'd Doves, the ſmiling Day? 
Shall this glad Spring, when active Ferments climb, 
Theſe Months, the faireſt Progeny of Time, 

The brighteſt Parts in all Duration's Train, 
Ask thee to ſeize thy Bliſs, and ask in vain? 
To their prevailing Smiles thy Heart reſign, 
And wiſely make the proffer d Bleflings thine, 


Near ſome fair River, on reclining Land, 
Midſt Groves and Fountains let thy Palace ftand, 
Let Parian Walls unrivall'd Pomp diſplay, 
And gilded Tow'rs refle& augmented Day, 

Let Prophyry Pillars in high Rows uphold 

The azure Roof enrich'd with Veins of Gold: 

And the fair Creatures of the Sculptor's Art 

Part grace thy Palace, and thy Garden Part, 

Here let the ſcentful Spoils of opening Flow'rs 

Breath from thy Citron Walks, and Jeſmine 
Bow'rs, 

Heſperian Bloſſoms in thy Boſom ſmell z 

Let all Arabia in thy Garments dwell. 


That coſtly Banquets and delicious Feaſty 
May crown thy Table to regale thy Gueſts, 
Ranſack the Hills, and ev'ry Park and Wood, 
The Lake yopeople, and deſpoil the Flood, 
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Procure each feather'd Luxury, that beats 
Its native Air, or from its Clime retreats, 
And. by alternate Tranſmigration flies 
O'er interpoſing Seas, and changes Skies: 
Let artful Cooks to raiſe their Reliſh ſtrive 
With all the ſpicy Taſtes the Indies give. 


While Wreaths of Roſes round thy Temples 
twine, 
En'oy*the ſparkling Bleſſings of the Vine; 
Let the warm Necker all thy Veins inſpire, 
Solace thy Heart, and raiſe the Vital Fire. 


Next let the Charms of heav*nly Muſick chees 
Thy Soul with Rapture lifPning in thy Ear. 
Let tuneful Chiefs exert their Skill, to ſhow 


What artful Joys from manag'd Sound can flow: 


Now hear the melting Voice and trembling String, 
Let Pepuch touch the Lyre, and Margarita ling. 


While wanton Ferments ſwell thy glowing 
Veins, 
To the warm Paſſion give the ſlacken'd Reins, 
Thy gazing Eyes with blooming Beauty feaſt, 
Receive its Dart, and hug it in thy Breaſt, 
From Fair to Fair with gay Inconſtance rove, 


Taſte ey'ry, Sweet, and cloy thy Soul with Love; 


But 
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But midft thy boundleſs Joy, unbridled Youth, 
Remember till this ſad, but certain Truth, 


That thou at laſt ſeverely muſt account; 
To what will thy congeſted Gilt amount ! 


Allow a God; he muft our Deeds regard; 
A Righteous Judge muſt puniſh and reward: 
Yet that he reers no high Tribunal here 
Impartial Juſtice to diſpenſe, is clear, 
His Sword unpuniſh*d Criminals defie, 
Nor by his Thunder does the Tyrant die: 
While Heay'n's Adorers, preſt with Want and Pain, 
Their unrewarded Innocence maintain. 
See his Right Hand he unextended keeps, 
Tho' long provok'd, th* unactive Vengeance fleeps, 


Where he his Juſtice will aſſert; prepare 

To ſtand arraign'd before his awful Bar. 

Where wilt thou hide thy ignominious Head? 
Shndd'ring with Horror what haſt thou to plead? 
Deſpairing Wretch, he'll frown thee from his. 
Throne, | . 
And by his Wrath will make his Being known, 


Hence we a World ſucceeding this infer, 8 


Yet more Religion's Empire to ſupport, 
To puſk the Foe, and make our laſt Effort; 


Let 
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Let Beings with Attention be review'd, 
Which, not alone with vital Power endu'd, 
Can move themſelves, can Organiz'd perceive 
The various Strokes, which various Obj ects give, 
By Laws Mechanic can Lacretius tell 

How living Creatures ſee, or hear, or ſmell? 
How is the Image to the Senſe convey'd? 

On the tun'd Organ how the Impulſe made? 
How, and by which more noble Part the Brain 
Perceives th' Idea, can their Schools explain? 
"Tis clear, in that Superior Seat alone | 
The Judge of Objects has her ſecret Throne. 
Since, a Limb ſeyer'd by the wounding Steel, 
We till may Pain, as in that Member, feel. 


Mark how the Spirits watchful in the Ear 
Seize undulating Sounds, and catch the vecal Air, 
Obſerve how others, that the Tongue poſſeſs, 
Which Salts of various Shape and Size impreſs, 
From their affected Fibres upward dart, 

And difffrent Taſtes by diff rent Strokes impart. 
Remark, how thoſe, which in the Noſtril dwells 
That artful Organ deſtin'd for the Smell, 

By Vapours mov'd their Paſſage upward take, 
And Scents unpleaſant or delightful make. 


If in the Tongue, the Noftril and the Ear, 
No Skill, no Wiſdom, no Deſign appear, 
Ligere: 
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Lucretians, next regard the curious Eye, 

Can you no Art, no Prudence there deſcry ? 

By your Mechanic Principles in vain 

The Senſe of Sight you labour to explain. 

You ſay, from all the Objects of the Eye, 

Thin colour'd Shapes uninterrupted fly: 

As wardring Ghoſts, ſo ancient Poets feign, 

Skim thro? the Air, and ſweep th' Infernal Plain, 
So theſe light Figures roam by Day and Night, 
But undiſcover'd, *till betray*d by Light. 


But can corporeal Forms with ſo much Eaſe. 
Meet in their Flight a thouſand Images, 
And yet no Conflict, no Colliſive Force 
Break their thin Texture, and diſturb their Courſe # 
What fix'd their Parts, and made them ſo cohere, 
That they the Picture of the Object wear? 
What is the Shape. that from à Body flies? 
What, meves, what propagates, whe note 
And paints one Image in a thouſand Eyes? 
When to the Eye the crowding Figures paſs - 
How in a Point can all poſſeſs a Place, 8 
And lye diſtinguiſh'd in ſuch narrow Space? 
Since all Preception in the Brain is made, 
(Tho' where and how was never yet diſplay'd) 
And ſince ſo great a diſtance lies between 
The Eye-ball, and the Seat of Senſe within, 
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While in the Eye th' arreſted Object ſt ays, 
Tell what th' Idea to the Brain conveys? 


You ſay, the Spirits in the Optick Nerve, 0 
Mov'd by the intercepted Image, ſerve 
To bear tl Impreſſion to the Brain, and give 
The Stroke, by which the Object we perceive. 


How does the Brain touch'd with a difPre 
Stroke 

The Whale diſtinguiſh from the Marble Rock; 
Prenounce This Tree a Cedar, That an Oak? 
Can Spirits weak or ſtronger Blows expreſs, 
One Body Greater, and another Leſs? 

How do they make us Space and Diſtance know } 
At once diftin& a thouſand Objects ſhow? 


The nobler Actions of the Animal, 

Which Inſtinct ſome, ſome lower Reaſon call. 
Say, what Contexture did by Chance arrive, 
Which to Brute Creatures did that Inſtinct give 
Whence they at Sight diſcern and dread their Foe, 
Their Food diftinguiſh, and their Phyſick know > 
By which the Lyon learns to hunt his Prey, 
And the weak Herd to fear and fly away; 

The Birds contrive Inimitable Neſts, 

And Dens are haunted by the Forreſt Beaſts; 
| Whence 


Lucretimns, now proceed; contemplate all 6 
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Whence ſome in Subterranean Dwellings hide, 

Theſe in the Rocks, and thoſe in Woods abide; 

Whence tim'rous Beaſts thro* Hills and Lawns 
purſu'd. 

By art ful Shifts the rav'ning Foe elude, 


” What various Wonders may Obſeryers ſee 
In a ſmall Infe&, the ſagacious Bee! 
A Mark how the little untaught Builders ſquare 
| Their Rooms, and in the Dark their Lodgings reer? 
Y Nature's Mechanicks they unwearied ſtrive, 
4 And fill with curious Labyrinths the Hive. 
L See, what bright Strokes of Architecture ſhine 
Thro' the whole Frame, what Beauty, what Deſign ! 
1 Each odoriferous Cell, and waxen Tow's, 


The yellow Pillage of the rifled Flow'r. 
Has twice three Sides, the only Figure fit 
To which the Lab'rers may their Stores commit 
Without the Loſs of Matter, or of Room, 
11 In all the wondrous Structure of the Comb. 
Next view, Spectator, with admiring Eyes, 
In what juſt Order all th' Apartments riſe! 
do regular their equal Sides cohere, 
Th' adapted Angles fo each other bear, 
That by Mechanic Rules refin'd and bold 
They are at once upheld, at once uphold. 
Does not this Skill ev'n vye with Reaſon's Reach? 
Can Euclid more, can more Palladio teach? 


Each 
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Each verdant Hill th* induſtrious Chymiſts climb, 
Extract the Riches of the blooming Thyme, 
And provident of Winter long before, | 
They ſtock their 1 and hoard their flow ty 
Sto re. 
In Peace they rule their State with prudent Care, 
wiſely defend, or wage offenſi ve War. 
Mare, theſe Wonders offer'd to his Thought, 
Felt his known Ardor, and the Rapture caught; 
Then rais'd his Voice, and in Immortal Lays 
Did, high as Heav'n, the Inſe& Nation raiſe. 


If, Epicurut, this whole artful Frame 
Does not a wiſe Creator's Hand proclaim 
To view the Intellectual World advance; 
Is this the Creature too of Fate or Chance? 
Turn on it ſelf thy God-like Reaſon's Ray, 
Thy Mind contemplate, and its Powers ſurvey. 


What high Perfections grace the human Mind, 
In Fleſh impriſon'd, and to Earth confin'd! 
What Vigour has ſhe? What a piercing Sight? 
Strong as the Winds, and ſprightly as the Light? 
She moves unweary'd, as the active Fire, 

And, like the Flame, her Flights to Heav'n aſpire. 
By Day her Thoughts in never-ceaſing Streams 
Flow clear, by Night they ſtrive in troubled Dreams, 
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She draws ten thouſand Landſchapes in the Brain, 
Dreſſes of airy Forms an endleſs Train, 

Which all her Intellectual Scenes prepare, 

Enter by turns the Stage, and diſappear. 

To the remoter Regions of the Sky 

Her ſwift-wing'd Thought can in a Moment fly ; 
Climb to the Heights of Heav'n, to be employ'd 
In viewing thence th' Interminable Void. 

Can look beyond the Stream of Time, to ſee 
The ſtagnant Ocean of Eternity. 

Thoughts in an Inſtant thro? the Zodiack run, 
A Year's long Journey for the lab'ring Sun : 
Then down they ſhoot, as ſwift as darting Light, 
Nor can, oppoſing Clouds retard their Flight: 
Thro' Subterranean Vaults with Eaſe they ſweep, 
And ſearch. the hidden Wonders of the Deep. 


When Man with Reaſon dignify'd is born, 

No Images his naked Mind adorn: 

No Sciences or Arts enrich his Brain, 

Nor Fancy yet diſplays her piftur'd Train. 

He no Innate Ideas can diſcern 

Of Knowledge deſtitute, tho“ apt to learn. 

Our Intellectual, like the Body's Eye, 

Whilſt in the Womb, no Object can deſcry; 

Yet. is diſpos'd to entertain the Light 

And judge of Things when offer d to the Sight. 


when 
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when Objects thro* the Senſes Paſſage gain, 

And fill with various Imag'ry the Brain, 

Th' Ideas, which the Mind does thence perceive, 
To Think and Know the firſt Occaſion give, 
Did the not uſe the Senſes Miniſtry, 

Nor ever Taſte, or Smell, or Hear, or See, 
Cou'd ſhe poſſeſt of Pow'r perceptive be? 
Wretches, who ſightleſs into Being came, 

Of Light or Colour no Idea frame. | 
Then grant a Man his Being did commence, 
Deny'd by Nature each external Senſe. 

Theſe Ports unopen'd, diffident we gueſs, 

Th? unconſcious Soul no Image could poſſeſs. 
Tho' what in ſuch a State the reſtleſs Train 
Of spirits would produce, we ask in vain. _ 
The Mind proceeds, and to Reflection goes, 
Perceives ſhe does Perceive, and knows ſhe Knows. 
Reviews her Acts, and does from thence conclude 
She is with Reaſon and with Choice endu'd. 


From Individuals of diſtinguiſh'd Kind, 
By her abſtrating Faculty, the Mind 
Preciſely General Natures can conceive, 
And Birth to Notions Univerſal. give. 
The various Modes of Things diſtinctly hows, 
A pure Reſpect, a nice Relation knows, 
And ſees whence each Reſpect and each Rela-{ 

tion flows, 


By 
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By her abſtracting Pow'r in Pieces takes - 
The Mixt and cer waned Whole, which Nature 
makes. 


On Objects of the Senſes the reſines, 

Beings by Nature ſeparated joyns, 

And ſevers Qualities, which that combines. 

The Mind from Things repugnant, ſome Reſpects 
In which their Natures ase alike, ſelects, 

And can ſome Difference and Unlikeneſs ſee, 

In Things, which ſeem entirely to agree; 

She does Diftinguiſh here, and there Unite, 
The Mark of Judgment That, aud This of Wit, 


As the can reckon, ſep'rate and compare, 
Conceive what Order, Rule, Proportion are, 
So from one Thought the ſtill can more infer. 
Maxim from Maxim can by force expreſs, 
And make diſcover'd Truths aſſociate Truths con- 

feſs. 
On plain Foundations, which our Reaſon lays, 
She can ſtupendous Frames of Science raiſe: 
Notion on Notion built will tow'ring riſe, 
Till th' Intellectual Fabricks reach the Skies, 
The Mathematic Axioms, which appear 
By Scientific Demonſtration clear, 
The Maſter Builders on two Pillars reer. 
From two plain Problems by laborieus Thought 
Is all the wondrous Superſtructure wrought. 
| L The 
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The Soul, as mention'd, can her ſelf inſpect, 


By Acts reflex can view her Acts direct; 


VII. 


A Task too hard for Senſe, for tho' the Eye 


Its own refleſted Image can deſcry, 


Yet it ne'er ſaw the Sight, by which it ſees, 


Viſion affords no colour'd Images. 


The Mind's Tribunal can Reports rejett. 


Made by the Senſes, and their Faults correct. 
The Magnitude of diſtant Scars it knows, Y 


Which erring Senſe, as twinkling Tapers, ſhows.” 


Crooked the Shape our cheated. Bye believes, 


Which thro' a double Medium it feceives; 


superior Mind does a right Judgment make, 


Declares it ſtrait, agd ments sFr Miltake, , 


Where + dwells this Sovercign Arbitrary. Soul, 7 


Which docs the human Animal controul, 
Inform each Part, and agitate the whole? 
-O'er Miniſterial Senſes does preſide, 

To all their various Provinces divide, 


Each Member move, and ev'ry Motion ice 


Which by hex ſecret unconteſted Nod 


Her Meſlengers the Spirits ſends abroad, Y: 
Thro' ev*ry nervous Paſs, and ev'ry vital Road. 


To fetch from ev'ry diftant Part a Ttain, 
Of outward Objects to enrich the Brain, 


Where 


I. 


Where 


Bock VII. CREATION. ung 


Where ſits this bright Intelligence enthron' d. 
With numberleſs Ideas pour d around? 
Where Wiſdom, Prudence, Contemplation ſtand, 
And buſie Fantoms watch her high Command: 
Where Sciences and Arts in order wait, 

And Truths Divine compoſe ker Godlike State. 
Can the diſſecting Steel the Brain diſplay, 
And the auguſt Apartment open lay, 

Where this great Queen till chuſes to reſide 
In Intellectual Pomp, and bright Ideal Pride? 
Or can the Eye aſſiſted by the Glaſs 

Diſcern the ſtrait, but hoſpitable Place, 

In which ten thouſand Images remain, | 
Without Confuſion, and their Rank maintain? 


n does this wondrous Principle of rhought 
Perceive the Object by the Senſes brought? | 
What Philoſophic Builder will eſſay 
By Rules Mechanic to unfold the way 
How a Machine muſt be diſpos'd to think, 
Ideas how to frame, and how to link ? 

Tell us, Lucretius, Epicurus, tell, 

And you in Wit unrivald ſhall excel, 

How thro' the outward Senſe the Object flies, 
How in the Soul her Images ariſe. 

What Thinking, what Perception is, explain; 
What all the airy Creatures of the Brain; 
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How to the Mind a Thought reflected goes, 
And how the conſcious Engine knows it Knows. 


The Mind a thouſand skilful Works can frame, 
Can form deep Projects to procure her Aim. 
Mexchants for Eaſtern Pearl and Golden Oar 
To croſs the Main, and reach the Indian Shore, 


] 
: 
g 
I 
1 


Prepare the floating Ship, and ſpread the Sail, 7 
To catch the Impulſe of the breathing Gale. E 
Warriors in framing Schemes their Wiſdom ſhow, 4 
To diſappoint, or cixcumvent the Foe. Sk 
Th ambitious Stateſman labeurs dark Deſigns, T 
Now open Force employs, now undermines: T. 
By Paths direct his End he now purſues, H 
By tide appoaches now, and ſlanting views. A 

| | = 

See, how refiftleſs Oxators perſwade, 

Draw out their Forces, and the Heart invade: | 
Touch ev'ry Spring and Movement of the Soul, Tl 
This Appetite excite, and That controuL W 
Their pow'rful Voice can flying Troops arreſt, Ar 
Confirm the weak, and melt th' obdurate Breaſt 3 Be 
Chace from the Sad their melancholly Air, Ex 
Sooth Diſcontent, and ſolace anzious Care. Sue 
' When threat'ning Tides of Rage and Auger riſe, Ey 
Uſurp the Throne, and Reaſon's Sway deſpiſe, WI 
When in the Seats of Life this Tempeſt reigns, Th 
Beats thro' the Heart, and drives along the Veins, | ws 
| 0 


Sec, 
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Sce, Eloquence with Force perſwaſive binds 

The reftleſs Waves, and charmsthe warring Winds: 
A Reſiſtleſs bids tumultuous Uproar ceaſe, 

Recals the Calm, and gives the Boſom Peace. 


| Did not the Mind, on heav*nly Joy intent, 
The various Kinds of Harmony invent? 
She the Theorbo, ſhe the viel found, 
bs And all the moving Melody of Sound. 
She gave to breathing (Tubes a Pow'r unknown, 
| To ſpeak inſpir d with Accents not their own. 
Taught tuneful Sons of Muſic how to ſing, 
How by Vibrations of th' extended String, 
And manag'd Impulſe on the ſuff ring Air, 
T“ extort the Rapture, and delight the Ear. 


2 See, how Celeſtial Reaſon does command 
al, The ready Pencil in the Painter's Hand; 
Whoſe Strokes affect with Nature's ſelf to vy, 
And with falfe Life amuſe the doubtful Eye. 
Behold the ſtrong Emotions of the Mind 
Exerted in the Eyes, and in the Face deſign' da 
Such is the Artiſt's wondrous Pow'r, that we 
Ev'n piftur'd Souls, and colour'd Paſſions ſee, 
Where without Words (peculiar Eloquence) 
The buſie Figures ſpeak their various Senſe. 
What living Face does more Diſtreſs or Woe, $ 


More finiſh'd Shame, Confuſion, Horror know, 
Than what the Maſters of the Pencil ſhow? 


— 
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Mean time the Chizel with the Pencil vies; 

The Siſter Arts diſpute the doubtful Prize. 

Are human Limbs, ev'n in their vital State, 

More juſt and ſtrong, more free and a 

Than Boungreta's curious-Tools create? 

He to the Rock can vital Inſtincts give, 

Which thus transform'd can rage, rejeice or grieve, 

His skilful Hand does Marble Veins inſpite 

Now with the Lover's, now the Hexo's Fire. 

So well th' imagin'd Actors play their Part, 

The ſilent Hypocrites ſuch Pow'r exert, 

That Paſſions, which they feel not, they beſtow, 

Afright us with their Fear, and melt us with their 
Woe. | | 

There Niebe leans weeping on her Arm, 


How herſad Looks, and beauteous Sorrow charm ? | 


See, here a Venus {oft in Parian Stone, 

A Pallas there to ancient Fables known; 

That from the Rock aroſe, not from the Main, 

This not from Feve's, but from the Sculptor's 
Brain. 


Admire the Carver's fertile Energy, 
With raviſh'd Eyes his happy Off- ſpring ſee. 
What beauteous Figures by th' unrival'd Art 
Of Britiſh Gibbons from the Cedar ſtart? 

He makes that Tree unnative Charms aſſume, 
Uſurp. gay Honours, and another's Bloom. 


The 
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The various Fruits, which different Climates bear, 
And all the Pride the Fields and Gardens wear: 
While from unjuicy Limbs without a Root 

New Buds devis d, and leafy Branches ſhoot. 


As human Kind can by an Act direct 
Perceive and Know, then Reaſon and Reflect: 
So the Self-moving Spring has Power to Chuſe, 
Theſe Methods to reject, and Thoſe to uſe; 
She can defign and proſecute an End, 

Exert her Vigour, ot her Act ſuſpend. 

Free from the Inſults of all foreign Power, 
She does her Godlike Liberty ſecure ® 

Her Right and high Prerogative maintains, 
Impatient of the Yoke, and -fcorns coercive Chains 
She can her airy Train of Forms disband, 

And makes new Levees at her own Command, 
O' er her {dei Sovereign the preſides, 

At Pleaſure Theſe unites, and Thoſe divides. 

The ready Phantomes at her Nod advance, 
And form the buſie Intellectual Dance: 
While her fair Scenes to vary, or ſupply, 

She ſiũgles outfit Images, that le 
In Memory's Records, which faithful hold 
Objects immenſe in ſecret Marks inroll'd, 
The ſleeping Forms at her Command awake, 
And now return, and now their Cells: forſake; 
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On active Fancy's crowded Theater, | 


As the directs, they riſe or diſappear. 


Objects, which thro? the Senſes make their Way, 
And juſt Impreſſions to the Soul CONVEY» 
Give her Occaſion firſt her ſelf to move, 
And to exert her Hatred, or her Love. 
Ideas, which to ſome impulſive ſeem, YL 
Act not upon the Mind, but That on them. 
When ſhe to foreign Objects Audience gives, 
Their Strokes and Motions in the Brain perceives, 
As theſe Perceptions we Ideas name, 
From her ewn Pow'r and active Nature came, 


Her ſelf her various Paſſions does excite, 

To 111 her Hate, to Good her Appetite ; 

To ſhun-the firſt, the latter to procure, 
She chuſes Means by free Elective o Tr. 
She can their various Habitudes ſurvey, 
Debate their Fitneſs, and their Merit weigh, |, 


And while the Means ſuggeſted the vaio; el 
She to the Rivals This or n prefers. | 


So when diſcern'd by Intellectual Light, 8 


By ber ſuperiat Pow's the Reac ning So 
Can each reluctant Appetite controul: 
Can ew ry Paſſion rule, and ev'ry Senſe, | 
Change Nature's Courſe, and vi her Laws di- 
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Our Breathing to prevent, the can arreſt 

Th' Extenſion, or Contraction of the Breaſt: 
When pain' d with Hunger we can Food refuſe, : 
And wholeſome Abſtinence, or Famine chuſe.. 
Can the wild Beaſt his Inſtinct diſobey, 

And from his Jaws releaſe the Captive Prey? 

Or hungry Herds on yerdant Paſtures lye 
Mindleſs to eat, and reſolute te dic? 

With Heat expiring, can the panting Hart 

Patient of Thirſt from the cool Stream depart? - 
Can Brutes at WilLimpriſon'd Breath detain 2 - 
Torment prefer to Eaſe, and Life diſdain? 


From all Reſtraint, from all Compulſien free, 
Unforc'd, and unneceſſitated, we 
Our ſelves determine, and our Freedom prove, 
When This we fly, and to That Object move. 
Had not the Mind a Pow'r to will and chuſe, 
one Object to embrace, and one refuſe; _ 
Could ſhe not act, or not her Act ſuſpend, 
As it obſtructed, or advanc'd her End, 
virtue and Vice were Names without a Cauſe, - , 
This would not Hate deſerve, nor That Applauſe. 
Juſtice in vain has high Tribunals reer'd, | 
Whom can her Sentence puniſh, whom reward? 
If impious Children ſhould their Father kill, 
Can they be wicked, when they cannot Will; 
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— 


When only Cauſes foreign and unſeen 

Strike with reſiſtleſs Force the Springs within, 

Whence in the Engine Man all Motion muſt 
begin. 


Are Vapours guilty, which the Vintage blaſt? 
Are Storms proſcrib'd, which lay the Foreſt waſte? 
Why lies the Wretch then tortur'd on the Wheel, 
If forc'd to Treaſon, or compell'd to ſteal ? 
Why does the Warrior, by auſpicious Fate 
With Laurels crown'd, and clad in Robes of State, 
In Triumph ride amidſt the gazing Throng 
Deaf with Applauſes, and the Poet's Song; 

If the Victorious, but the Brute Machine 
Did only Wreaths Inevitable win; 

And no wiſe Choice or Vigilance has own, 
Mov'd by a fatal Impulſe, not his own ? 


Should Trains of Atomes human Senſe impel, 
Tho! not ſo fierce, ſo ſtrong, ſo viſible 
As Soldiers arm'd, and do not Men arreſt 
With Clubs upheld and Daggers ar their Breaſt, 
Yet Means Compulſive are not plainer ſhown, 


When Ruffians drive, or Conqu' rors drag us on: 


As much we're foro d, when by an Atome's Sway 
Controul'd; as when a Tyrant we obey: 

And by whatever Cauſe conſtrain'd to act, 

We merit no Reward, no Guilt contract. 


Qu 
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Our Mind of Rulers R's conftious hve, 
Reveres their Juſtice, and regards their Law. 
She Rectitude, and Deviation knows, 

That vice from one, from one that virtue flows. 
Of theſe the feels unlike Effects within, 
From Virtue Pleaſure, and Remorſe from Sin. 
Hopes of a Juſt Reward by That ate fed, f 
el, By This of Wrath Vindifive ſecret Dread. 

The Mind, which thus can Rules of Duty learn, 

| Can Right from Wrong, and Good. from 111 di-- 
ate, ſcern. 

Which the ſharp Sttoſte of Juſtice to prevent 
Can shame expteſs, can grieve, reflect, tepent; 
From Fate ot Chance her Riſe can never draw, 
Thoſe Cauſes Mon not Virtue, Vice, or L. 
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J can a Life P this conceive, 


Of Bliſs or Woe an endleſs State believe, 
Dreading. the juſt and, univerſal Doom, 
And aw'd by Fears of Puniſhment to come, 
By Hope es excited 0 of 4 , glorious Crown, 
And Lettain Pleaſures in a World unknown; 
She can the fond Deſires « of Senſe reſtrain, 
Renounce Pelight, and chuſe Diſtreſs and Pain: 
Can ruſh on Danger, can DeſtruRion face, 
Joyful relinquiſh Life, and Death embrace: 
She to afflicted Virtue can adhere, x 
Ang. Chains and Want to proſp*rous Guilt prefer; 
Unmov'd- 
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Unmoy'd theſe wild tempeſtuous Seats ſurvey, 
And view ſerene this reſtleſs rolling Sea. AK 
In vain the Monſters, which the Coaſt infeſt, 
Spend all their Rage to interrupt her Reſt: 
Her charming Song the Syren ſings in vain, 

She can the tuneful Hypocrite diſdain : 


' Fix'd and unchang'd the faithleſs World behold, 


Deaf to its Threats, and to its Favour cold. 


Sages remark, we labour not to ſhow 
The Will is free, but that the Man is ſoc. 
For what inlighten'd Reas' ner can declare 
What Human Will and Underſtanding ate? 
W hat Science from thoſe Objects can we frame 
Of which we little know, beſides the Name? 
The Learned, who with Anatomic Art 
Diſſect the Mind, and thinking Subſtance part, 
And various Pow'rs and Faculties aflert ; 
perhaps by ſuch Abſtraction of the Mind 
Divide the Things, that are in Nature joyn d. 
What, Mafters of the Schools can make it clear J 
Thoſe Faculties, which Two to them appear, 
Are not reſiding in the Soul the ſame, ** 
And not diſtinct, but by a diff rent Nine? 


Thus has the Muſe purſir'd her hardy Theme, 


And ſung the Wonders of this artful Frame. 
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EF'er yet one Subterranean Arch was made, | 
One Cavern vaulted, or one Gizder laid: 

E'er the high Rocks did &'er the Shores ariſe, 
Or ſnowy Mountains tower'd amidſt the Skies; 
Before the watry Troops fil'd off from Land, 
And lay amidſt the Rocks entrench'd in Sands 
Before the Air its Boſom did unfold, 

Or burniſh' d Orbs in blue Expanſion rolPd; 
She ſung how Nature then in Embryo lay, 
And did the Secrets of her Birth diſplay. 


When after, at th* Almighty's high Command, 
Obedient Waves divided from the Land; 

And Shades: and lazy Mifts were chas'd away, 
While roſie Light diffus d the tender Day: 

When Uproar ceas'd, and wild Confuſion fled, 
And neu- born Nature rais'd her beauteous Head 3 
She ſang the Frame of this Terreſtrial Pile, 

The Hills, the Rocks, the Rivers and the Soil. 
She view'd the ſandy Frontiers, which reftrain 
The noiſie Inſults of th impriſon'd Main: 
Rang'd o'er the wide Diffuſion 'of the Waves, 
The moiſt Cerulean Walks, and ſearch'd the Coral 


She then ſaryey'd the fluid Fields of Air, - 
And the crude Seeds of Meteors faſhion'd there; 


Ther 
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Then with continu'd Flight the ſped her way, 
Mounted, and bold putſu'd the Source of Day. 
With Wonder of Celeſtial Motions ſung 
He the pois'd Orbs are in the Vacant hung: 
Ho the bright Sluces of Ethercial Light 
Now ſhut, defend the Empife of the Night, 
And now drawn up with Wiſe alternate Care 
Let Floods of Gogh out, and- ſpread with ga. 
the Air. + 22993 2743634 mea ;; 
a 19$13IDS* 21.1.5 ©» 45. 

Then with a 4 Wing be ſoar'd ſublime; 
From Realm to Realm, from Orb to Orb did climb, 
Swift thro” the ſpacious Gulph ſhe _— aged Wis 
At length emerg'd in Empyrean Day: 0 
Where far, oh far, beyond:what Mortal fey" 


In the void Diſtricts of Immenſit j 
The Mind new Suns, new Planets can epi“ ** 


And yet beyond can ſtill imagine more. 


Thus in bold nde did th* dren” teu Muſe 


To fing the lifeleſs Parts of Nature chuſe, 
And then adyanc'd to Wonders yet behind. 
Survey'd, and ſung the Vegetable Kind. 
Did lofty Woods, and humble Brakes review, 


Along the Yally ſuept, and o er 5 run 


flew. 
Then left the flow'ry Field and waving Grove; 
And unfatigu'd with grateful Labour ſtrove 
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To climb th' amazing heights of Senſe, and fing 
The Pow'r preceptive, and the inward Spring a 
Which agitates and guides each living Thing. 


She next eflay'd the Embryo's Riſe to trace 
From an unfaſhion'd, rude, unchannell'd Maſs 3 
And ſung how Spirits waken'd in the Brain 
Exert their Force, and genial Toil maintain; 
Erect the beating Heart, the Channels frame, 
Unfold entangled Limbs, and kindle vital Flame. 
How the ſmall Pipes are in Meanders laid, 

And bounding Life is to and fro convey'd. 
How Spirits, which for Senſe and Motion ſerve, 
Unguided find the perforated Nerve. 

Thro' ey'ry dark Recefs purſue their Flight, 


. Unconſcious of the Road and void of Sight, 


Yet certain of the End ſtill guide their Moti- 
ons right. 


From thence a nobler Flight ſhe did eſſay, 
The Mind's extended Empire to ſurvey. 
she ſung the Godlike Principle of Thought, 
And how from Objects by the Senſes biought, 
The Intellectual Imag' ry is wrought. 
How ſhe the Modes of Beings can diſcern, 
A. nice Reſpect, a meer Relation learn: 
Can all the thin abſtracted Notions reach 
Which Grecian Wits, or, Britain, Thine can teach. 

| | Still. 
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Still, vanqui@t'd Atheiſts, will you keep the Field, 


And hard in Error ſtill refuſe to yield? 

See, all your broken Arms lye ſpread around, 

And ignominious Rout deforms the Ground.. 

Be Wiſe, and once admoniſh'd by a Foe, . 

Where lies your Strength, and. where __ Weak-- 
neſs know. 

No more at Reaſon's ſolemn Bar appear, 

Hardy no more Scholaftic Weapons bear. 

Disband your feeble Forces, and decline 

The War, no more in Tinſel Armour fhine ; 

Nor ſhake your Bullruſh Spears, but ſwift repair 

To your ſtrong Place of Arms, the Scoffer's Chair 3 

And thence ſupported with a mocking Ring, 

Sarcaſtic Darts and keen Invectives fling 

Againſt your Foes, and ſcernful at your Feaſts 

Religion vanquiſh with decifive Jeſts: 

Arm' d with reſiſtleſs Laughter Heav'n aſſail, 

Relinquiſh Reaſon, and let Mirth prevail. 


Good Heav'n! that Men, who yaunt diſcerning. 


Sight, 
And arrogant from Wiſdom's diſtant Height 
Look down on vulgar Mortals, who revere 
A Cauſe Supream, ſhould their proud Building 
reer 


Without one Pop the pondrow File to bear. 


How 
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How much the Judge, who does in Heav'n preſide, 
Remocks the Scoffer, and contemns his Pride! 
Behold, the ſad Unſufferable Hour | 
Advances near, which will his Exror cure; 
When he compell d hall drink the wrathful Bowl 
And ruin'd feel Immortal Vengeance roll 

Thro' all his Veins, and drench his inmoſt Soul. 


Hail King Supream ! of Pow'r Immenſe Abyſs! 
Father of Light! Exhauſtleſs Source of Bliſs ! 
Thou Uncreated, Self- exiſtent Cauſe, 

Controul'd by no Superior Being's Laws; 

Ere Infant Light eflay*d to part the Ray, 

Smil'd heav*nly ſweet, and try'd to kindle Day; 
Ere the wide Fields of Ether were diſplay'd, 

Or Silver Stars Cerulean Spheres inlaid; 

Exe yet the eldeſt Child of Time was born, 

Or verdant Pride young- Nature did adorn, 

Thou Art; and didſt Eternity employ 

In unmoleſted Peace, in Plentitude of Joy. 


In its Ideal Frame the World defign'd 
From Ages paſt lay finih'd in Thy Mind. 
Conform te this Divine Imagin'd Plans 
With perfe& Art th' amazing Work began. 
Thy Glance ſurvey'd the Solitary Plains, 
Where ſhapeleſs Shade inett and filent xcigus 3 


Then 
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Then in the dark and undiſtinguiſh'd Space, 
Unfruitful, uninclos'd and wild of Face, 
Thy Compaſs for the World NES out _ 
deſtin'd Place. 
Then didſt Thou through the F Ficlds of barren 
Night 
Go forth, collected in OA Might. 
Where Thou Almighty vigor didſt exert, 
Which Emicant did This and That Way dart 
Thro* the black Boſom of the empty. Space: 
The Gulphs confeſs th* Omnipotent Embrace, 
And preguant grown with Elemental Seed 
Unfiniſh'd Orbs, and Worlds in Embryo breed. 
From the crude Maſs, Omniſcient Architect, | 


Thou for each Part Materials didſt ſeleR, 
And with a Maſter-hand Thy world ereg. 
Labour d by Thee, he Globes, vaſt lucid. Buoys, 
By. Thee uplifted float in liquid: SKFS, - 3 0 
By Thy cementing Word:theit Parts cohere, 
And roll by, Thy Impulſive Nod in Air. 
Thou in the Vacant didft the Earth ſuſpend, 
Advance the Mountains, and the Väles extend; 
People the Plains wich Flocks, with Beaſts tit 


Wood. aevi eint 62 τhονννẽjEjn? 
And ſtore with Sealy Colonies the'Floods) - 
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Next Man ardfiuer:rhy Kreating Word, 
Of Thy Terreſtrial Realms Vicegerent ral” 
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His Soul more artful Labour, more-refin'd, 

And Emulous of bright Seraphic Mind, 
Ennobled by Thy Image ſpotleſs: ſhone, 

Prais'd Thee her Author, and ador'd Thy Throne: 
Able to Know, Admire, Enjoy her God, 

She did her high Felicity applaud. 


Since Thou didft all the ſpacious Worlds di- 
ſplay, 
Homage to Thee let all Obedient bay. 
Let glitt ' ring Stars, that dance their deſtin'd 
Ring 
Sublime in Sky, with Vocal Planets ſing 
Confed'rate Praiſe to Thee, O Great Creator 
King. 
Let the thin Diſtricts of the waving Air, 
Conveyancers of Sound, Thy Skill declare. 
Let Winds, the Breathing Creatures of the Skies, 
Call in each vig'rous Gale, that roving flies 
By Land or Sea, then one loud Triumph raiſe, 
And al theix Blaſts employ in Songs of Praiſe. 


While painted Herald-Bixds Thy Deeds pro- 
claim, | 
And on their ſpreading ings convey Thy Fame? 
Let Eagles, which in Heav'ns Blue Concave ſoar, 
Scornful of Earth ſuperior Seats explore, 
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And riſe with Breaſts ere& againſt the Sun, And 
Be Miniſters to bear Thy bright Renown, 


And carry ardent Praiſes to Thy Throne: 


Ye Fiſh aſſume a Voice, with Praiſes fill 
The hollow Rock, and loud reactive Hill. 
Let Lions with their Roar their Thanks expreſs» 
With Acclamations ſhake the Wilderneſs. 
Let Thunder Clouds, that float from Pope to Pole, 
With Salvos loud ſalute Thee as they roll. 
Ye Monſters of the Sea, ye noifie Waves 
Strike with Applauſe the repercuſſive Caves. 
Let Hail and Rain, let Meteors form'd of Fire 
And lambent Flames in this bleſt Work conſpire, 
Let the high Cedar and the Mountain Pine 
| Lowly to thee, Great King, their Heads incline, 
Let ev'ry ſpicy Odoxiferous Tree 
Preſent its Incenſe, and its Balm to Thee. 


And Thou, Heay*n's Viceroy o'ez this World 
below, 
In this bleſt Task Superior Ardor ſhow : 
To view thy Self infle& thy Reafon's Ray, 
Nature's replenih'd Theater ſurvey 5 
Then all on Fire the Author's Skill adore, 
And in loud Songs extol Creating Pow's. 


Degenerate Minds in mazy Error loſt 
May combat Heav'n, and Impious Ttiamphs boafty 
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But while my Veins feel animating Fires, 


II. 


And vital Air this breathing Breaſt inſpires, 
Grateful to Heav'n I'll ſtretch a pious Wing, 
Aud ſing his Praiſe, who gave me Pow to ſing, 
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